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U.S. feared 
spying ability 
of A vro Arrow 

TOR.o;,rro (CP i - '!'he: l.1.S . may 
have pressured Canada into can­
celling the Avro Arrow project in 
19.59 because the high-tec-h jct was 
capable of intercepting an-J exposing 
Sl'cret L .S. spy planes, 8. new book 
suggests. 

The Avro Arrow fighter jet was so 
technologically advanced that it 
threatened both the U.S. aerospace 
industry and the Central Intelligence 
Agency's covert U-2 spy missions, au­
thor Paul Campagna said during a 
weekend speech to the Aerospace 
Herit::,ge Foundatir,n. 

His book, Gatlwring Storms - The 
Secret Files of the . .\~ro Arrow Re­

. vealed, uncovers details of the contro­
l versial decision to kill the supersonic 
! jet interceptor. 
l The cancellation of the jet, whose 
j technology and performance was con­
! sidered to be a decade ahead of its 

/1! . .,,.~~ ............. ,....~.r.l't••-;.. ... .., .... ..._,.. .. .., .. ,...,"'-"'• ......... -..;, ;..,....;. ..... ,,..,..,._.....,ofl.~;.~1!11.,.,..,,.,..,".'-~·~,...~-t,1 time, is
1 

regfaCrdeddb~ s?~e _as _a tragic 
---.---------~--..---· examp e o ana as m1enonty com­

plex and short-sightedness. 

-

"I'm not sure that (the Canadian 
government) really realized what 
they had in the Avro Arrow," Cam­
pagna, a Defence Department techni­
cal adviser and Arre\': enthusiast, 
said in an interview after his speech. 

Campagna's book was released 
Sunday - the 35th anniversary of 
Avro's unveiling. 

Prime Minister John Diefenbaker 
cancelled the Avro Arrow project in 
February 1959. The aircraft plans 
and 10 prototypes were ordered de­
stroyed for snrnrity reasons. 

Campa~ :~ , :n. based the book on 
recently declassified documents. 


