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Trrow: 1Tl

By Ron Lowman Toronto Star

Twenty-five years ago yester-
day, a Polish-born test pilot lifted

| a fighter-aircraft off a Malton
' runway, watched by hundreds of

Canadians whose skills had pro-
duced her.
“It was certainly more excit-

~ ing for them than for me,” recall-

ed Jan Zurakowski of Barry’s
Bay, former chief test pilot for
A. V. Roe Canada Ltd. (Avro).

“I was up there in the cockpit
struggling to remember all the
dos and don’ts, very conscious of
my responsibilities and aware
that success depended upon thou-
sands of components, only a few
of whxch were under my direct
control,” he says

| 1,000 are expected to gather at
Esinternational Centre, Airport

Rd., where a new exhlbmon
building will be named Avro
Arrow Hall.

Zurakowski remembers Mach

1-1.98 as the highest speed he
achieved in the Avro Arrow.

Mach 1 is the speed of sound,
which at sea level is roughly
1,223 kilometres per hour (760
miles per hour). With the Iro-
quois engines planned for later

- models, Mach 2.5 would have

‘been possible - “and that’s faster

than today’s CF-18 Hornet.”
Canada is buying 138 U.S.-

built, CF-18 Hornet fighter-inter-

the time it did, we'd los

apeeans

'50s ﬁghte migt :
have put Canada in
high-tech forefront

Avro Arrow — In lovir
designed and built
that was years
made its first historic
ago. Feb. 20, 1959.

PO

DesRoches said it all begins in
the, universities, with the train:
ing of professxonal engineers and
an assurance of their future.

Arrow decision is that t
ernment didn’t develop

10 years before the indu

found an alternative, which
the specialized export marke
approach with such products as
de Havilland’s STOL (short-
takeoff-and—Iandmg) aircra

~Canadair’s Challenger execut
jet.

“It didn’t come easily :

our best brains,” he said.
When Diefenbaker killed the

today’s inflated dollars is around
$24 million.
Twenty months earlier, the

. (military) chiefs of staff had
“The real tragedy of thg

recommended that the Arrow

- program be abandoned. Six
- months before the announce-
'.ment the government made up

its mind.
- A Star editorial at the time
sald the decision was “basically

engineermg at the tlme of the
"Arrow, says the great loss was
enormously talented research-
and-development people..

“They were the cream of the
crop,” he told The Star. “We
were able in 1946, starting from
scratch, to gather a magnificent
team from Canada, Britain, Po-
land and the U.S. The world will
neve.r see a team like it again.”

Many who had to sell their

homes and find new aerospace
jobs, filtered down to the large
U.S. corporations. Some joined
the U.S. National Aeronautics
and Space Administration

ph that never waSI

flight

Recalling wistfully the air-
craft, on which $335 million and
e)ght years of work had been
spent, Floyd said everything new |
in the way of avionics and weap-
ons today could have been fitted
into it. The big weapons bay in
the fuselage, had to extend, fire
its missiles and retract all in one-
third of a second.

“Incredible,” Floyd said.

Specifications for the Arrow
with the Iroquois engine said it
had to pull 2G (twice the force of
gravity), maintain manoeuvr-
ability, with no loss of speed, or
altitude, while doing Mach 1.5 at
50,000 feet. Jutld

o don’t think the Hornet can
do that todav *he sald “We had

st1ll have been in serv1ce today, if

not in production.”

Mike Cooper-Slipper and Don
Rogers, Avro test pilots who
were close to the program, said
in many respects the Arrow was
as good as the Hornet today.

“] thought the cancellation was
just political. Diefenbaker and
Crawford Gordon (Avro presi-
dent) just locked horns,” said
Cooper-Slipper.

Rogers says he’s sure that if
the Arrow had been developed, it
would have been every bit as
good as the Hornet today.









