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THE AIR 
FORCE 

The Role Remains the Same but 

Makes Government Indecision 

The Future Method Uncertain 

AT . 10 TIME since the end of 
World War II has the RCAF 

• faced a fu ture fi lled \\'ith so 
much uncertainty about matt<.:rs of 
crucial importance. This uncertaintv 
stems from , not what the RCAF', 
future role is to be, but how it is to 

fill that role. 
It is becoming abundan tly clear that 

within Air Force circles there is no 
uncertainty about how the air defence 
role is to be performed. It is u nfor­
tunate that the Air Force itself is not 
able, because of its status as a servant 
of the political arm of the Govern­
ment, to make its feelings known on 
this subject. Such action, if it were 
possible, would put an end to the con­
fusion caus<.:d by the Government's in­
ability, or lack of desire, to re;,ch a 
decision on the question of whether 
or not it should order the A vro CF-l 05 
Arrow into production for the RCAF 
as a successor to the CF-I 00. 

Big Figures: By mcam of the im­
probable suggestion that the possible 
change in ddcnc<: policy ( as ind icated 
rn the Prime M ini~tcr'~ statement of 
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Sept. 23) is based on the best ad,·ice 
of the Go,·ernment's m ilitary ad,·iscrs. 
the Cabinet is ::lllempting to m:1ke it 
:1ppear that its indecision springs from 
honest doubt about the Arrow's poten­
tial as an air defence weapon from 
19G0-61 onwards. The more likely 
reason is simply that the Cabinet is 
appal led by the unit cost of the Arrow. 

Government statements and implica­
tions regardless, the following facts 
cannot be ignored : 

• RCAF planners, some years ago, 
laid down a requirement for a long 
range supersonic all-weather fighter. 
This requirement still exists; it has 
never been cancelled. 
• An overwhelming body of expert 
opinion, in the U.S., the United 
K ingdom, Canada and. apparently, 
Russia, see a continuing need for 
manned aircraft in the a ir defence 
complex. 
Thus it would appear that, if the 

Government decides next Ma r c h 
against buying the Arrow, its decision 
will be hased on purely economic and 
politica l rc:isons. Such a decision could 

St ill likeh lo b e Can a da's n ext 
1najor ai~ de fence weapon is 
the Avro Arrow, a Mk. l ver sion 
of whil'h is seen he r <- taking-
off al Mah on. 

not be justified mil itarily. 
The current controversy over the re­

specti\'e merits of guided missiles vs. 
manned aircr:ift has led to some con­
fusion in the public mind that the 
possible resolving of this conflict of 
opinion in farnr of a switch in em­
phasis to missiles, would somehow 
mean a fu ndamental change in the Air 
Force's stated purpose. This is not so. 
Vlhile the widespread introduction of 
g round-to-air guided missiles as prime 
air defence weapons would certa inly 
bring about drastic changes in the Air 
Force's method of performing its basic 
function, this function would remain 
as before: to defend Canada anJ, there• 
fore, 1orth Amer ica from air attack . 

D ay to D ay: And while the argu­
ments rage to and fro, compounding 
the confusion, the Air Force continues 
its day lo day routine, adapting to 
meer problems and demands as they 
:irise. 

Little noticed in recent months, has 
been the fact that, through retirements, 
death, :rnd transfers of high ranking 
RCJ\F officers to important posts with-
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Sahr,• r, ·, of 11,.. He \I•"• No. l 
\ir Uivi .. i fl rt_ o u ,·t• lht• lw""t in Lh c 
sk ies of E uropr, 1111 lon ;;cr have 

unchallcn~e<l :--upre n1a,·y. Govcrn111c nl 
n111~1 ~oon !'C"·lc t·t a rPplat•f•tncnt. 

Current m a instay of Canadian air 
de f en ces is aging C F-100. 
B y the time the Arrow is a vailabl,•. 
C F-100 will he at a n advanc,·d 
!'till?<' o f oll!'oleS<'enc·e. 

in the NATO and NORAD organiza­
tions, the Air Force hier:irchy h:is seen 
some Jr.1stic ch.mges. F or instance. at 
the very top b·c!, within the fin:-man 
executive body of the Air Force. there 
are three new faces: 

• Air Vice M::irsh:il D. M. Smith, 
formerly ch:iirm::in of the Can:idian 
Joint St:iff, London, is now Vice Chief 
of the Air Staff. succeeeding . , . 

• A ir Vice :-.,rarsh:il C. R. Dunl:ip. 
who w.1s posted to Supreme He:id­
quarters .-\I lied Powers Europ~ 
(SH APE) :is Deputy Chief of Staff, 
Operations. with the :icting r:ink of 
:\ir \.farsh:il. 

• A.ir Vice .\farsh:il John A. E1ston 
is now Air .\lemb::r for Technical Ser­
vices, succeeding , .. 

• :\ir Vice _\.,farshal YI. M. Hend­
rick, who was posted to Washington 
:is chairman of the Can:idiJn Joint 

St:iff there. 
• .\ir Vice :-.,(:irsh:il Isaac C. Corn­

blat is now Comptroller. succeeding . . . 
• Air Vice :\,farshal VI'. E. Kennedy, 

who d ied suddenly. Oct. 18. 
Other high b·el ch:inges saw the 

Ge n eral Earl t: E. Par1rid;.:e , USAF, 
( 1.-ft). a nd Air ,\Jar,d,a( C. R. 

Sie m o n. RCAF (ri;.:ht ), 
r csp ceti \'ely comma nde r 

and ,leputy commande r of NORAD. 

The fam iliar T-Bird has m a ny years 
of life ahead of it in Training 
Command; in ii, tho usands o f 
R CAF pilo ts ha\'e recei \'ed 
their introdu,·tion to je t tli g hl. 



follo \\'ing senior offin:rs mo,·1ng on 
to nc\\· posit ions: 

• .·\ ir \' ice i\ l:1rsl1:d I.. E. \\"r:I\ . 
from .-\OC or Air Defence Command 
to !\ OC of 1 .·\ ir D i,· ision in Europe. 
succeeding .-\ir \ "ice !--1:trshal H arold 
God11·in. 1Yho has reti1ul. 

• .-\ir \'ice \larsld \\' . ]{. J\ bc­
Bricn. from C hief or Oper:nions. 
.-\FHQ. to AOC of .·\ir f)efrnce 
Command. 

• .-\ir Commodore \\'. I. C leme1w,. 
from C h ief oi Personnel. .·\FHQ. to 
.-\OC or i\!ar itime .-\ ir Command. suc­
ceeding .·\i r Commodore Mart i n 
Costello. ,·,ho has ret ired . 

• .-\ir \ "ice M:1rsh:il C:l:1rc L . . \1rni~. 
rrom Chier of Telc:co111111unic:1tions. 
.i\.FHQ. to :\ OC of .\ ir \Lneriel 
Command. 

• .-\ ir \"ice i\l:trshal E.<.:ith L. B. 
H odson. from Chiei of Organ ization 
c,c \lan.1gcment :n .-\FI-I Q . to Deput,· 
Chief of Staff (Operat ions). :'s'ORAD 
H eadquarters. 

Maritime Air Command: :\1AC as­
sumed ne,,· stature in \fa,·. \\"hen it 
took ddi,-ery of the first fi,c CL-18 
A rg us maritime patrol aircrafr. \\'idch· 
regarded as the finest anti-submarine 

aircrait in the: \\·orld currently in ser­
,ice. Si ,icc that time. additional CL-
28"s h:11·e hecn dclin:red :H regular 
inten·als. 

First rqu:1dron to be cq11 ip ped is 
:\" o. 40'>. l);1sed at C reen wood. :\" .S. 
.-\s the .-\rgus·s arc dcli\'(:red. they 
replace -105\ :\cptunes. "·hich are in 
turn !icing turned oYer to 407 Squ:1d­
ron. based at Comm.. B.C. T he ):ep­
t unes pro, itie -107 for a more modern 
repl:icement fo r its Lancaster l O .\!Rs. 
11"!1ich are heing retired from oper­

:1tional serYice. 
The other of the three maritime 

squadrons \\'hich comprise the oper­
ation:il :trill of MAC is 40-1. also based 
at (;reen11·00,I. C urrent plans call for 
the tr:111:; fer of one of the t \\'o G reen­
\Hiod squadrons to Summerside, P.E.I. 
Summerside is no\\' the home of the 
.\ laritime OTC. ll'hich ,,·ill he tr:ms­

fcr rcd to G rcen "·ood. 
The introd uct ion of 11n1· aircraft on 

\ lar itirne operations reAects the gro\\·­
ing recogn ition being ~ i,·en l1\' defence 
planners to the submar ine th reat. :\ \so 
rcflecti!l;! th is increased emphasis on 
anti-submarine operations is the big 
program of ex pansion :ind impro\'t· 

An RC \F S iko r,b H-34 i~ 
s h o wn h a uling a llornbarcl.icr tn 
a 1\licl Canada ,i tc. J\1ost of this 
~uppl~ work i~ 11 0 , \· carried 
out h~· civi l upc•rato rs. 

ment of fac ilit ies :11 Summerside and 
G recn\\'ood. costing a total of $ I 5,000.-
000. just about equallv spli t between 
the two bases. ( For more on MAC. 
sec .. The Enemy Belo\\'.. elsewhere 

in this issue.) 
Training Command: The end of 

~ :\ T O t rain ing :111d the completion 
oi the bui ld-up of RC.·\F aircrew 
strength. :t re expected to result in a 
signi fica !1t reduction in actiYity in 
Trainin,_'. Command during the next 
vear. Reflecting ,his reduced acti vitY 
is the announced plan to transfer some 
~750 personnel from this Command lo 
other Air Force U nits. Present st rength 
of Trai ning Command is just o,·er 
15.000. 

T rain ing of RCAF ai rcrc"· has no\\· 
been reduced to .111 annual rate of 14[1 
pilots :111d l 70 obscn-ers. The last 
group of :\:\ TO trainees wi ll gradua te 
next month. though the tra ining of 3GO 
German pilots .. . ,d,ich is heing 
r:irried out under :1 separate agreem ent 
. . . ,,·ill not he completed until e:irh· 
in 1959. rh the end of the program 
in December some 5575 aircrew from 
):A T O cou ntr ies \\'il l ha\'e been 
trained hy the RCAF. 

A 11 .-\ir l),•fc11<·t• Command CF­
J 00 scra111l,l cs 011 a miss ion to 
in vc!'<ti~atc an Hu n k nown" . 
ADC operates nine , qua<lrons 
of Cr's in Canada. 
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f:F- l00 part1c11,atin;! in recent 
rocket shoot at Cold Lake 

lets s ix rot·kcts ~o. In 
prac tice firin~, only six 

rockets arc us,•,! for economy. 

Plans c:ill for RC. \F Station Clares­
holm . . \ Ira .. to be closeJ Jown this 
year. :111d ,\,lacJonalJ. :\,Ian .. next year. 
. \nd ~ome time next year. T raining 
Command HQ w ill be 1110\·eJ from 
T rencon to \\linnipcg. 

No. l Air Division: The (i500-man 
.\ir Di\·ision. operating eight squad­
rons of Sabre 6s and four sq uadrons 
of CF-IOOs. continueJ to meet Can­
ada 's .'\".-\ T O commitments in Europe. 
Standards of tra ining and performance 
rcmarn :1ig h. hut the .\ir Di1·ision·s 
effecti\·rness is rapidly diminishing in 
d irect proport ion to the aging of its 
airc raft. 

Future of the Di\·ision shoulJ be­
come clearer after the annual :-,.; _\TO 
Council meeting in Paris next month. 

It is generally recognizeJ tha t the 
Oi,·ision ll'ill ha1·e to be re-equipped. 
but wh:tt fo rm this new eq uipment 
ll'ill tak-: is still up in the air. 

Genenl L1uris :---;orst:1J. Supreme 
.\l lieJ Comm,rnder in Europe. sa id 
recently that the nurnb~r of missile 
un its in Europe will he exp.1ndcd. w ith 
,1 consequent el imination of 30 to -10 
co11\'entional ai rcraft squadrons. This 
dues not nccessarill' me:in that :t111· 

An O tter o n l:11 ited :'lia1iu11s 
dut,·, o ne o f four with the 

RC..\F's 115 Com m uni,·ation , 
Fli;..d11, shown followin;: landinl,!' 

a t El T or in the S inai Desert . 
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Canadian stiuadrons will be elimina ted. 
hut Gen. ::\orstad's st:nement points 
that way because. generally speaking, 
Canada's .'\".-\ TO p:irtners a re getting 
more .1d1·anced aircraft than the 
RC.-\f. On the other hand. it was in­
d icated some time ago that >.".\ TO 
\1·::intcd the .-\ir Oi\·ision to retain its 
present role. that of a front line. h igh 
le\·el intem:ptor force. This could only 
me:1n re-equipment \,·ith ne\\", more 
aLh·:tnced aircratr. The Lockheed 
F-104 h,1s in the past lict:n frequently 
mention:.:d in th is connection. 

Air Transport Command: .\ TC can 
look forw:ud to a future of incre::ising 
ac.:ti\·ity. in which growing demands 
fo r its sen· icc ll'ill he met with new 
equipmellt in the form of two new 
tqJ<:s of turboprop transport:;, hoth cur­
n:ntly b.:ing built hy C.111adair Ltd . 
T hesc .1rc the lung range CL--!-! mili­
tary tr:tnspurt ( based un the Bristol 
Britann ia a nd powered by four Rolls­
Royce Trnes) . and the shun medium 
range CL-Mi . . 1 turboprop COn\·ersion 
of the Con\·,1ir HO .\fetropolitan 
( pu\\·ered by tll'o :---;a pier EL111ds). 

:---;e~t n:,1r. coinciden t ll'ith the tr:111s­
fcr of T r:1ining Command I IQ from 

Trentun lO Winnipeg, .\ T C[ [Q will 
mu\'C from l..1chim:. P.Q .. to Trenton. 

With the ,cheduled J ish:111dmen t of 
Tactical .\ir Command in January of 
next year, . \ TC will :issurne com mand 
of al l regular force units now within 
T.\C. 

The A uxi liary Force: By the: end of 
this year. :.ill RC.\F auxili::iry squad­
rons will ha \·e been re-equipped co 
perfo rm the: ne\\' military liaison and 
c i\·il defence role in ll'hich thev ha1·e 
been rcc:1scc. 

To ..:arn· out this nell' joh, che 
squadrons are being equipped in itial ly 
ll'ith Expeditor light transports. and 
e1·cntually most of them w ill also get 
Otters and Bdl helicopters . 

The regular lorc.:e component of each 
squ:idron h,1s been reduced to four 
otticers :111J .1bo11t 20 ground crew. 
Pilot ,m:ngth for each squadron 1s 
unc.:hangcLi. hut 12 na\·ig-ators will be 
added co e::ch roster. 

.\s p:1rt of the general reorganiza­
tion, a11xili:1ry units ha\·e been pl:1ced 
under the: command headquarters 
nearest to thc ir geographical location . 
Th,1r is. the T oronto and Hamilton 
,quadrons ll'ill comc under .\TC : 
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Sabre 5 's from the R CAF', 
F ig-hte r OTll at Ch at h am, 
i1.B., c ircle ove r o n e 
of th e radar s ta tions jn 
the P inc trce Line . 

Four CF-100 squadrons are on 
clut~· in E urope to gi,·e 1he RCAF's 
No . ] Air D ivis ion an a ll-weather 

cap abili tr . T here are also 
e ight Sabre squadrons . 

Winnipeg, Calgary and Edmomon 
under Training Command; Montreal 
under ADC, and Vancouver under 5 
Air Division. 

Air D efence Command: T he muscle 
arm of Air Defence Command. the 
n ine CF-100 squadrons. this year 
reached their fourth vcar of fu ll oper­
ations. 

Proof th::t ADC had shaken Jown 
into an efficient force for defence was 
evident in the accident rate. which 
continued its downward sweep. Major 
accidents were down in the past vear 
by 50° ~. 

Viewed rn the light of the four new 
squadrons which took their place on 
the line, replacing those which joined 
the Air Di\·ision in Europe in 1957. 
the accid~nt rate is significan t. The 
four squadrons, starting fro:n scratch. 
had to reach operational status quickly. 
and novice crews welded into units 
capable of tak ing their pbcc on the 
line. 

In MJy of this year the RCAF's nine 
sq uadrons were placed under the oper­
ational control of NORAD. Im­
mediately the planners began iron ing 
out difTcrences in terminology concern­
ing oper.1tional instructions of both air 
forces, .rnd 1,y August of 1958 the 
NORA I ) ~c1fT at C:olorado Springs 

2fi 

had placecl some 3() RCAF personnel 
in the joint staff. 

Cross border trJining between north­
ern U .S. based air defence sq uadrons 
and the RCAF interceptor squadrom 
continued, and the F-102 supersonic 
interceptor and the F-89J and the 
F-86D type fit!'hter~ were a familiar 
sight on RCAF hases. T he training 
reached a point where the F-l02s could 
land and refuel and he turned around 
at bases such as !\:onh Bay in the 
same time it took RCAF crews to turn 
around a CF-100. 

More Radars: The Go\·ernment an­
nouncement in Septemh~r that the 
RCAF would be equipped with two 
squadrons of Bomarc missiles in 1961. 
caused considerable comment from :ill 
quarters. Lost in th is announcement 
was the fact that addit ional radars h ·1d 
hecn also authorizf:d. This will give 
the Air Defence system more norther­
ly interception capabilit ies. 

The M id-Ca nada L ine passed its first 
complete year of operations. T he con­
tinual refining of procedures to make 
th is electronic fence as discriminatory 
as possible occupied most of the effort 
on the MCL. Exerc ises, using the 
line as a scrambling facility, were con­
ducted throughout the year with great 
success. 

Of interest i, the h ct that large 

-i' ' 
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An important part o f North 
A1n e rica's early wan1ing 

system: a typical M id-Can ada 
3 0 0-foot micr o w:ove tower. 

flocks of migratory birds can be de­
tected hy the line, since the sensing 
mechanism can be turned to fine dis­
criminatory degrees. Personnel at the 
Research cli\·ision of ADC H eadquar­
ters, under Dr. George L inclsav of 
DRB, conducted man,· s~irvevs and 
experiments in order w ext ract the 
maximum ctpahiliry from the line. 

Many air exercise, were carri ed out 
between the HCAF and the other ap­
plicable NORAD forces using the SAC 
homhing force as intruders. M:1in 
point of a ll the exercises is to utili ze 
full Electronic Counter Measures 
(EC/vl) in the operations !nth for and 
aga inst the attacks. Held ;H hours 
that would curl the hair of an ord in­
ary t:ight to five man. they were sprung 
unannounced against all elements of 
the system. From a pub! i; ity stand­
poi:H, the exercises produce little. since 
the results :ire classified for under­
standable secu rn1· reasons. l\'n·erthc­
less, they cannot help hut increase the 
efficiency and capability of the a ir de­
fence system, as each segment grows 
more fami liar with all aspects from 
the usua l to the unusual. While Stra­
tegic Air Command provide the m 3in 
target, CF-J00"s and the Comet a ir­
craft provide small sneak raid forces 
a imed a t pa rticula r points in the 
defences. 
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