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SWITCHING CHANNELS 

The life and death of a dream 
is explored in CBC's "The Arrow" 

There was a time, Canadian 
fathers tell their sons, when a 

jet fighter like none before it - or 
since - flew at twice the speed of 
sound across Canadian skies. 

The Avro Arrow, designed by 
Canadian engineers and built with 
Canadian technology, was an aero­
nautical marvel. Stunningly beauti­
ful, the Arrow held the promise of 
a future in which Canaaa led the 
world in aviation technology. 

When the Progressive Conserva­
tive government led by John G. Die­
fenbaker canceled the Arrow project 
in February 1959, that dream died. 
With the project scrapped, the Ar­
row's team of designers and engi­
neers left. Many of them went to the 
United States, where thel made avia­
tion history in America s space pro­
gram and commercial aircraft corpo­
rations. 

The story of the legendary plane 
and the people who made it airs 
Sunday and Monday, Jan. 12 and 
13, when CBC presents "The Ar­
row," starring Dan Aykroyd as 
Avro's chairman, Crawford Gor­
don. 

Aykroyd, 44, watched the televi­
sion news coverage of the Arrow's 
test flights as a child growing up in 
Ottawa, where his parents worl<ed 
for the government. 

"I had a model of the Arrow," 
Aykroyd says. "All Canadian kids 
had a model of the Arrow. Of 
course, we all saw the thing fly, and 
there was the conversation at the 
dinner table over whether or not it 
should have been canceled." 

His interest in the Arrow was 
rekindled when he read Keith Ross 
Leckie's script for "The Arrow," he 
says. 

Aykroyd believes the legend of 
the Arrow is important - not for its 
reminder of what misht have been, 
but for young Canadians who have 
yet to realize their own dreams. 

"It's a lesson to those future en­
trepreneurs and scientists, techni­
cians, artists, engineers, kids in 
commerce, in schools and universi­
ties, coming up now, who may 
have a dream of a product or an 
idea," he says. 

"It's a lesson to them not to let 
politics and government policy dic­
tate the ambitions of entrepreneur­
ship and not to give in. 
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Dan Aykroyd 

"Go for the capital, and go for 
the labor, and go for the dream, and 
get that product out on the assem­
bly line, and ho the world what 
Canadians are capable of," Aykroyd 
says. 

One young Canadian who in­
tends to heed that message is Uni­
versity of Waterloo enior R. Kyle 
Schmidt. 

Schmidt, 23, is a mechanical en­
gineering major whose lifelong in­
terest in the A vro Arrow led hiin to 
create a Website about the plane on 
the Internet. 

Like Aykroyd, Schmidt learned 
of the Arrow as a child. 

"I was probably in about grade 4 
or 5, about 10 year old," Schmidt 
says. "On the way to the family cot­
tage in Haliburton (Ont.), they had 
a CF-100, a gate guardian there. My 
father told me about that aircraft, 
and then its successor, the incred­
ibly capable Avro Arrow." 

He became fascinated with the 
Arrow and wondered how the 
government could have aban­
doned it. 

When I came to the university, 
the Web was just growing up, and I 
just thought to myself it would be 
kind of neat to make an Avro Ar­
row Web page," he says. 

In the year and a half since the 
page has been on the Internet, 
Schmidt has received more than 700 
e-mail messages from other Arrow 
enthusiasts, some from Hong Kong 
and Scotland. 

11 About 60 percent are from Can­
ada," he says. "And about every 
10th e-mail says, 'Do you think 
there's still one out there?'" 

( continued next page) 



SWITCHING CHANNELS 
The myth that one Arrow sur­

vived the government order to de­
stroy the six completed planes has 
persisted for nearly 40 years. 

Schmidt does not believe an 
intact Avro Arrow still exists. 

"If one got away, I'd love to be­
lieve that t:here's one out there," he 
says. But Schmidt says an aerial 
photograph taken by the Toronto 
Star shows five planes being de­
stroyed. A sixth plane was almost 
completed, and its nose section is 
in the National Aviation Museum, 
Schmidt says. That leaves none. 

A ykroyd says he heard the 
story of the surviving Arrow in 
high school. 

"That's what I always heard as 
a kid, that there was one in North 
Bay in a farmer's garage, that it 
landed on a highway in North Bay, 

and it was dismantled there, and is 
under a pile of straw there." Ayk­
royd says. "Nice to believe, isn't 
it?" 

Whether the "phantom Arrow" 
exists, Schmidt says the story of the 
Arrow's creation, as well as its de­
struction, should inspire hope. 

"I'd like to bring the message 
out that, as a country, we can oe 
great. We are pretty dam good, and 
we don't have to have the world's 
best interceptor to be great. We 
don't need to build another Avro 
Arrow to be good, but we should 
learn from the past, and should 
never again have a situation like 
the Arrow occur." 

Schmidt graduates this year, 
and has accepted a position with 
Messier-Dowty Inc., a manufacturer 
of aircraft landing gear. 
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HERO[S 

Ralph Peters 
While on a peaceful mission 
to build a medical clinic in 

Bolivia, a unit of U.S. 
soldiers is massacred. An 
American colonel awaiting 

retirement makes it his final 
assignment to uncover the 
truth - and finds himself 

caught in a bloody turf war 
between some of the most 

vicious men on earth. 
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