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Canadair Sabre 

Span: 37 ft. 1 1/2 in . 
Length: 37 ft. 6 in. 

Height : 14 ft. 9 in. 
Avro Orendo , 7,200 lbs. 

CANADA'S most significant ma­

te ri al contribution to NATO\ 
air defences is symbolized by 

Canadair's F-86 Sabre. In operational 

sen ice with the RC:\F's Air Di\'ision 
in Europe. this Canadian version of 
the modern world's most ubiquitous 

fighting airplane is also in sen-ice \\'ith 
the R .-\F, the Turkish Air Force, the 
Greek .-\ir Force and the USAF. The 
USAF used them in Korea and at 
least a few a re known to be no\\' in 
service with U.S. Air National Guard 
units in the Detroit area. 

Plentiful: ·early 1.400 Sabres of 
se\'eral marks hal'e now been turned 
out by the Montreal plant of Canadair 
Limited, and of this total, nearly 600 
have been turned 01·er to the air forces 
already mentioned. V/ith the exception 
of 120 which were sold outright to 
the U.S., all of these a ircraft have been 
sent out into the western world as 
pan of Canada's Mutual Aid contribu­
tion. 

Canadian Sabre production ha s , 
come a long way since the first · con­
tract for JOO aircraft was signed in 
August. 1949. The first production air· 
craft. an F-8GA, recei\'ed the designa­
tion Mk. 1. Only one Mk. 1 was built, 
being followeJ in series pro<luction by 
the F-8GE, Mk. 2 and Mk. 4. The 
majority of the Canadair Sabres ll'hich 
hal'e so far been produced are of these 
two latter models. \\'hich differ only 
in deta ils and are both powered by 
the Genera l Electric J-47. as was the 
Mk. l. 

New Wing: Towards the end of the 
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production run of the Mk. 't F -8GE , ! 
the "6-3 " wing was incorporated. a Ji 

modification which in reality turned / 
the airplanes into F·86F's. I 

The Mk. 3 was the production pro- 1 
totype of the Orenda Sabre ( the 1 
Orenda had earlier been tried out in l 
a :'sorth American-built F-86A, the Jl 
installation being made in Californ ia 
hy N"orth American .'\1-iation). The 

Mk. 5 wa s the first production version' 
of the Orenda Sabre, being powered/ 
by the Orenda I O of 6,500 lbs. th. It 
is understood that about 300 of this , 
model were built before being sue· 
ceeded by the Mk. 6. This differs ' 

physically from its predecessor mainl11 
in that it is powered by the Orenda. 
14 of some 7,200 lbs. th. and thus has· 
marked performance superiority . Some_· 
Sabre G's have already been delivered? 
to Air Division squadrons in Europe,·, . 
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