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Editorial 

OLD FACE, NEW JOB 

The appointment of Air :Marshal 
\V. A. Curtis to the Yice-cha irmar:­
ship of the board of directors of 
A. V. Roe Canada Limited is a 
happy one in om· opinion. Air 
Marshal Curtis took time out re­
cently to hold a press conference 
and thus forestall any speculation 
that there had been any sugges­
tion before his retirement that he 
join Avro Canada when his term 
of service as Chief of the Air Staff 
\\·as completed. \Vhile this thought 
had not previously occurred to us, 
,Ye feel it is typical of the man 
to bring t he matter right out into 
the open and discuss it candidly. 
Vv'e found his sincerity most con­
Yincing. AIM Curtis brings to 
A \TO Canada some quite unique 
talents ... ones that are possessed 
b~· few, if any, other men in this, 
or any country. Though not a 
career officer in the RCAF, he at­
tained its highest post, and held 
this post longer than any other 
officer has done before. \\711at's 
more, his term of command was 
through a most difficult transition 
period. At the same time, he has 
been a highly successful business 
man, prior to the "·ar having been 
president of his own insurance 
firm. Obviously AIM Curtis's 
wide experience as an admini­
trato1·, together with his intimate 
knowledge of business practices 
and military requirements are 
assets that are rare indeed. 

STILL A ONE WAY STREET 

Tht' 11rws of the USAF dec-ision to cancel ib 
T-:H-i conirnet "·ith Canadai r Limited. is disquieting. 
to say the least. Since the Canadian g:oYernment 
has l~t it L>e kno,Yn that it "·ill probaL>lr soon let 
additional contracts to soften the blo"· of the T-01) 
cancellation, the damage to corpornte and worker 
pocketbooks will probabl;v not be as g reat as the 
$100,000.000 at which the USAF contract \Yas 
Yalued. 

Howe,·er, there are broader implications to this 
business than the simple fact that a substantiai 
order has Yaporized. 

An Anwriean \'i1•w: In 1951, in the Julr ~) issue 
of our U.S. contemporary, Ame1·ican AYiation, Edi­
tor Wanie Panish commented on the subject of 
reciprocal trade in these words: "Canada is ·bu~·ing 
about $0(10.UOO,OOO worth of war material, including 
airplanes, engines, and parts, from the U.S. OYer 
a period of three years. At the moment the total 
orders placed by the U.S. in Canada are about 
one-fifteenth of that ... high defence officials will 
haYe to find some means of spreading the production 
work now that it has been agreed that ,,·e are to 
spread the work of defending the hemisphere . 
. . . Standardization and 1·eciprocation must be mo1·e 
than mere \Yorcls. A one-,\'a~· street on procure­
ment sirnpl~· \l·on't ,,·ork economicall:,." 

At present, the only l.:wge direct U.S. defence 
orders still in effect with Canadian firms a r e for 
T-6 (H,,nard) and T-34A t rainers, held by Cana­
dian Car & Founclr~·; L-20 Beavers, held by de 
l-IaYi!land; and for a quantity of twin-mount na\'al 
guns, held by Sorel Industries Limited~ Other 
substantial orders for parts ar e held b,· Canadian 
Pratt & Whitney, Alcan, and Spen~· of Canada. A 
r ough calculation sho\\·s that these total something 
less than $85,000.000. With the exception of the 
T-34A contract, all t he 01·ders "·ere either in t he 
process of being filled or ,nre pending \\·hen Mr. 
Parrish wrote his comments. 

Last year Canada imported ,:l\' iation products 
worth more than $163,000,000 from t he U.S. In 
comparison, the traffic the other way '"as a mere 
t rickle. This Year the trend is in tl;e same direc­
tion; dul'ing ti1e fo·st thr ee months of 1953 U.S. 
aYiation exports to Canada were "·orth $33,~73.76~. 
Canadfr:n exports to the lJ .S. in the same period 
1Yere n,lued at $4,068,321. 

T o tlw Fon•: These remarks should not be re­
garded as mP.1·e sour grapes. The USAF is quite: 
within its rights to cancel any contracts it desires 
... and to be quite frank, ·we neYer could take 
seriously the 1·equirement t he T-:lG was designed 
to fil l. Our point at this time is onlY that the T-36 
can~ellati?n h~s brought sha rply to the fore once 
agam a s1tuat10n which has long existed. 

We're tired of hearing U.S. leaders speak 
grandly of such things as "trade not aid" "free 
t rade''., and "mut_ual defence", whe~ they app~rent ly 
haven t the foggiest idea of what these expressions 
mean •. Someday our neig-hbor to the south is going 
to reahze that constant repetition of that tired old 
speech about 3,000-miles-of-undefencled-border is no 
l~mger ~nough to keep naive Canadians happy. We'd 
hke a httle more genuine reciprocit~,. 
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