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Canadair/Convair Link 
Can:1dair acquired an e\'en more 

important place in the world"s aircra ft 
111:1nufocturing industrv. Ma rch 3 1. 
\\'hrn it became linked with Consoli­
dated \'ultee .'\ircraft Corpo ration as 
the result of the purchase of control 
of Co1wair by General Dynamics Cor­
poration, Canadair"s American parent 
company. 

The announcement of the acquisi­
tion of control of Co1wa ir was made 
jointly by John Jay Hopkins, cha ir­
m:in :i nd president of General Dy­
namics, and Floyd B. Odium , president 
Jt Atlas Corporation, fro m which the 
400,000 shares involved were pur­
chased . The deal makes General Dy-

The \'en close association oi Can­
,1c-Iair and ConYair to he brought about 
by the transaction shoul d resull in some 
interesting de1·elopment. Ca nadair is re­
nowned as a producer of aircraft, while 
Convair also holds a lead spot in this 
field, as well as being the birthplace 
of top ci\' il and milit::iry designs. 

Conv::i ir has ::iircraft pbnts at San 
Diego and Fort Worth. :rncl a g uided 
missile plant at Pomona, making it one 
of the largest U.S. aircrafr man ufac­
turers. It is the builder of the B-36 
strategic bomber and is building the 
delta F-102 for the US:\F. the P5Y ::ind 
the R3Y ("Tradewind"-turboprop 
powered fl ying boat ) for the USN, as 
well as the ~avy 's XF2Y ··sea Dart" ' , 

MORE POWER TO THE AVON: Now being produced by Rolls-Royce is the 
Avon RA. 7 {above) rated at 7,500 lbs. st. th. Ralls-Royce says that development 
of the RA.2, RA.3, RA7. and RA.7R (reheat) engines has resulted in an 8% , 15~~. 
and 27% thrust increase in four years. In January, the RA.7R completed a 150 
hour type test at a rating of 9,S0C lbs . th . In spite of added weight as a result 
of strengthening to meet the loads imposed in high-speed fighter aircraft, the 
thrust to weight ratio of the Avon hos continued to improve. Other Avon develop­
ments are the RA. 14, about which no details have yet been released, and a civil 
version of 9,000 lb . thrust . 

namics the owner of the largest single 
block of Comair stock ( the stock to 
be transferred represents about 17% of 
the approximately 2,400,000 common 
shares presently outstanding). 

Under the agreement, General Dy­
nam ics will acquire the block of Con­
v::iir common stock for $8,700.000 cash 
:me! 20,000 shares of common stock of 
General Dynam ics . Atlas Corporation 
wi ll retain 30,300 shares of Conva ir 
as a portfol io investment. 

The transaction is to be completed 
at the annual meeting of Convair 
stockholders during the latter p::irt of 
this month, a t whi ch time it is ex­
pected Mr. Hopkins w ill become chair­
m::in of the bo::ird of Conva ir, in ;1ddi ­
tion to his present positions of chair­
man and president of General Dy­
namics , and chairman :1nd m:m:iging 
director of Ca nadair. 
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the water-based fighter utilizing h ydro 
skis. 

Convair has also sold its Convair­
Li ner ::ill over the world, the latest 
production model being the 340. This 
aircraft is also built for the USAF 
::is the T -29 navigation trainer. and the 
C-131 air e1·acuation transport. 

Aviation Exports 
During the first two months of l 9'53. 

Canada exported 3 1 ai rcraft wi th a . 
1aluation of $1,11 5,164 . Most of these, 
25 worth $920,200, went to the U.S.; 
of the others , one we nt to New Zea­
land, two went to Colombia, two went 
to French East Indies, ::ind one went to 
Ja pa n. 

A ircraft parts exported in th e same 
two months reac hed a value of 
$1,975,453. Biggest single customer 
was once aga in the U.S ., wh ich took 

$1,344.341 worth of parts; the re­
mainder of the total was divided 
among 4 2 different countries located 
in every conceivable part of the world. 

r\nothn type of aviation export from 
Canada was the export of goods im­
ported earlier from some other country 
and then re-exported. In this cl::rssifiG;­
tion were aircraft parts worth $7 l 9.2'i 3. 

USAF T-34A Order 
Approximately 500 aircraft are in -

1·oh·ed in th e USAF order for Beech 
T-34A trai ners, placed recen tly with 
Cana dia n Car & Foundry Co. Limited 
and Beech Airc raft Corporation. 
accord ing to U .S. reports. The same 
report says that the order is split about 
60 °''~ to Reech and 40~~ to CanCar. 
This would make the Canadian fi rm ·s 
share some 200 aircraft. 

General Dynamics Boom 
Record " highs' · in s::iles, earn ings and 

ve::ir-end b:icklogs we re disclosed by 

General Dynamics Corporat ion. paren1 
company of Can::id::iir L imited, in its 
recently released 195 2 annu:il report. 

"Net earn in gs of the corporation :ind 
its subsidiary in 1952, after prov ision 
for Federal and C::inadian income taxes. 
amounted to $4,917,176, a ga in of 
27~~ over the 195 1 figure of $3,872,203 , 
whi ch itself exceeded any previous 
year in the corpor::itions hi story," the 
report said. The report. as usu::il, does 
not separa te C:rnada ir"s fi nancial record 
from that of the p::irent company ::ind 
other subsidiaries, howe\'e r, it is gener­
all y es timated that in th e past couple 
of years, Can:iclai r has accounted for 
approximately 70°~ of the total sales 
and net profits shown by the con­
solidated balance sheet. 

The report continues: "Sales in l 952 
were $134,551,610, almost two-thirds 
again higher than 1951 . . . A good 
port ion of this sa les increase was pro-
1·ided by Canadair L imited ... wh ich 
is presently m::iss-producing the .. . 
F-86 Sabre." Q uant ity production, be­
gi nning about the mi ddle of this year, 
of the T-33 Silver Star for the RCAF, 
shou ld furt her increase sales du ring 
19'53 , the report said. 

\Vhi le expanding its prod uction o( 
combat a nd training aircraft, C::inadai r 
is also a principal participa nt in C::in­
acla's g ui ded mi ssi le progra m, the 
report stated, and has already produced 
:1 considerable number of test m odels. 

At least two yea rs will be required 
to complete a number of the m ajor 
orders of the corporat ion 's consolidated 
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backlog, which al the year·, rnd h it 
an estimated $372,000,000, the la rgest 
ve:i r-end figu re in the corporatio n's 
h istory and 39° 0 higher than the com­
par:ible I 95 I figure of $267,674.000. 

500 Sabres 
Fi ,·e hu nd red F -86E Sabres ha\'e 

now been deli,·ered to the Can:idian 
( ;m•ernment. it h as been announced 
by /. Geoffrey ~ otma n. OBE. preside nt 
.1nd general manager of Ca nada ir 
Limited . ( See . lircraft, \.larch. 1953, 
p. 22.) 

I nckmcnt flving weather has held 
up acceptance flying tests somewh:it. 
\fr. ~otman pointed out. but added 
that Canadair's record of meeting e,·ery 
schedule has been mai ntained. The 
original contract with th<' 2anadian 
Go,·ernment was signed 111 A ugust, 
1949. for l 00 F-86's, w ith the fi rst air­
,·raft to be del iYered tweh·e months 
later. 

T he ri rst machine rolled off the 
.1sscm bly line on schedule. and just 
thrce-and-:1 ha lt ye:i rs ago this li rst 
C:111ad.1ir-hui lt S.1bre roared o,er \font­
real 01 1 its first public demonstration 
Hight. T he original order has since 
rhat time been increased substantiallv . 
Canadair-built F-86E·s are now in scr­
Yice w ith the RC.-\ F , the RA.F. and the 
LS,\F. 

Sanderson Unionized 
Sanderson .-\i rcraft Limited and the 

L·nitcd .\uto Workers ( CfO-CCL) 
ha,·e signed a union shop agreement. 
it has been announced by Roy G . 
England . Gr\\\' d irector of union or­
ganization 111 the Canadian aircraft 
i nd us try. 

T he agreement. w hich extends O\'er 
:1 yea r. calls fo r :il l employees to sign 
with the u nion. and new emplovees to 
hecome mem bers with in 30 davs. A 
pay increase ot 10 cents an hour across 
the board was negot iated last D ecem­
ber. with add itional increases up to 23 
cents an hour effecti,·e :Vfarch 2. 1953. 

Sanderson :\ ircr:1ft. located at \ fal­
ton. Ontar io, is :i la rge sales and sen·ice 
organization car rying out a substantial 
program of l3ca,·cr co111ponent m :lllll · 

facture u ndcr subcontract to The de 
1-Ia,·illand .-\ircraft of C1nacl:1. Em­
ployment is o,·er I 00. 

Ejection at 30,000 
During \f:irch . the \ farti n-8aker 

. \ utomatic crew eject ion seat w:1s suc­
cessful I y I i,·e tested from owr 30.0lJO 
fre t. belined to be the highest altitude 
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VARIABLE SWEEP: The Short SB/ 5, on adj ustable wing rese arch aircra ft, has 
been flying since last December. Like t he USAF's Bell X-5, t he SB/ 5 was designed 
so that varying d egrees of sweep bock con be a p p lied to t he wings. The ta ilplane 
con a lso be positioned either at the ext reme to p of the fin or below the re ,,r 
port of the fuselage , and its ang le of incide nce is va riable . Unl ike th e X-3, 
however, the SB/ S' s wings evidently cann ot be varied in flig ht. According to 
Short Bros., the va rying degre es of wing swe e p o re achieved by fitting olt ernotiv" 
components and fo ur config urations con be tested. These ore 50° , high t a il 
unit; 60° , low tail unit; 60° , high to il unit; 69° high toil unit. Ta ilp lane incidence 
con be varied in flig ht between 10 ° a bove ore 10° be low the horizon tal. The 
SB/ 5 is powered by a Rolls- Royce Derwent which is positioned well oft of the pilot. 

at which such an ejection. forced or 
premed itated. has been effected. E,·ery­
th ing worked perfec tly. according to 
R. r\. J. \ fur ison. general manager of 
Canadian Flight Equipment L imited. 
1\fartin - Baker licensees for 1'orth 
.-\merica. 

Sabres for France 
Sabres to aid F ranee in the I ndo­

China war were reques ted during the 
recen t Ottawa meeting of h igh French 
and Canadian go,·ernrnent ollicials. 
accordi ng to news reports from the 
C111adian c:1pital. 

Contracts Awarded 
Contra\.'.:tor~ awarded business in exec~:-. of 

S l 0,000 by the Dcparnncnt of Defence Pr"• 
duction during the period J:1nu:1ry l 6 to 
rcbruary 14, 1953, include 1hc following . 
T he list d ocs no t include order, pbced b)· 
1hc Dep:irtment outside Canada o r wi1h other 
gorcrnn1cnt agencies, and incrcJ.!-Cs in orders 

:1•1• ;1 u •:• 
.\ •a · : , 

placed c:1.rli<.:r-nur do ordl.'r, --:lassifi<.:d as 
,cl..'.rct :1ppc:1r here. 

( >J:unc~ :1.ppc;1ring in bold Lh:i.: ~ire ..:urrcn c 
. lircra/1 :1eh·rtisers) . 

Aluminum Co. of Canada Lim ited, :'11,,,u­
rcal. S129.1~7 for alu111 inu111 . 

.\utomoti,·c Produl..'.ts Co. Limited. Mon t 
real. S i i,31'2 for :iir(r:tft towing tr:1..:tur 
,p:ircs. 

A viation Electric Limited, Mon1rc:d, 
562.892 for aircraft instrumcn1s. 

Aviation Electric Limi ted, :'1-[on trcal. 
5 124 .2119 fo r aircrctft in,1rumrnls. 

T he Babb Co. (Canada) Limited. St. fo lrn,. 
I'.<.) .. 530.46/i fo r .1ir-:r:1ft repair. 

D::1 ncroft Industries L:1n itcd, M,,ntn:.d . 
5.::;11, 187 fur .1ir1..' r:tft 1ns1r11ml'llts. 

Canadair Li m ited, Monlr<al, 5355.00fl f.,,-
111ohilc tr:t ining unit. 

Canadair Li m ited, Montrc:11. S2 I .4S<J I<,,. 
.1irfr:unc :-.pare.-.. 

Canadian C:11· & Foundry Co. Limited, 
\ lon1rcJI, S38.321 for aircraft part,. 

Canadian Pratt & W hitney Aircraft Co. 

Limircd , Longucuil. 1'.Q .. $'H .,, I for hcli­
(optcr sp:ucs. 
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