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Ar ' 1isionist perspecti on the A vro Arrl w 
Twenly-se\·en ye.:irs Jgo. rm this 

l:Jy. l hr. :iew P:-ngr~'.:Si \'f'. C,m­
scr•:ati \·p go\·"rnmcnt 'l f .J ohn 
:Jiefe?1bakrr :11Jde it;; f: r :;t tough 
lPcision. c:,,ar:;;~ ·ost:; :1:1d m.1dc 
'hr. .-\\TO .\r~•J\1· to•i 1' '1st l•; for 
C:m ada . . \ ;-i.1r:·: :hJ t harf c:m­
,1rm1wd •hr. l) r~·: i,iw; l.;hPr .11 ~n \ · ­

" ,ntnP?l' inr ~xt r:11·;ig;11wc hJcl tn 
:;how an r>xJmplP. The glamor0us 
fighter ,1irplJne, tJking :;hapP in 
·l1e hangnr s of A. V. Roe al \TJ I­
, ,111. w.1s· ::i .~oorl plJc~ to 3t::i r~. 

The r v idencc is lhJl if thr. 
Libr,als had ·.von I he ! !)57 rlec­
'. i1m. they ·vould have come to the 
;.1me condusion. Even the origi­
n:il pricetag for a Canadian-de­
:i:g?1erl :;upersonic ~ighter. 532 mil­
lion e.1c!1. had secmerl staggering. 
1C.1nada'3 r~irr ent fig!,ter . the CF-
18 Horne!. C'Jsls 562 million!) Bv 
I fl57, "'Jnslant 1-hang~s in air· 
fr:ime. weanons Jnd control '.>VS· 

terns anrl in· the engine had hoo:-;t­
ed the .\rrow's price to $8 million 
0 1ch. If -iesign -:osls ·.verP. fac­
tored in. the rnal prier> was closer 
tn $12 million a plane. '.'Jo foreign 
•:ountrv wan led the Canadian 
plane, anrl a worried Ottawa had 
cut its own 0rder bv two-lhirrls. 

The first Diefenhakcr decision 
·.,·as susnendl'd for a few months 
i o allow a last. frantic round of 
marketing :ind testing. '.\lathing 
ch;mgrd. 0n F r.h . 20. "Black 
F'riday, " t he .\ rr o\1· projec t 
ended. In a few minutes. ,\ vro·s 

. Crawford Gorrlon had firr.d 14.-
0()() wnrkr.rs. among them the 
crea m of Canada's apronautical 
r>ngineers. The governmrnt sent 
wrecking crews to demolish all 
hr"c ,\rrow pr rJ t<'lypes and more 

t han :rn par t ia i lv 1•11mpleted 
m11del~. Except_ for a irw bluc­
rir inls and par l'i smuggll'd out by 
l•iltrr " mploy,:,r s. !he .-\ rrrJ•.v was 
'~"llC. 

'-"hat. :· 0 m.1ined •.,·Js J Jlil!rring 
1~ "111 'H : . . \m 1J n g :iir·!l1indeti 
,-.1 11adbns. 'J1e :\ rrow is thr great 
:P iC?!11 ·h:i ,·" ·bt•"n. lb trc!rnoiogi-
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,:;;I prrfection fell victim lo mean­
'.Tl inderl politicians. BorJks. news­
i cel footage and plastic models 
ha v e preserved the Arrow as 
orouf that Canada was once a 
c·rntender in the top aeronautical 
leagurs. With its Mach-2 speed -
·.wice the speed of sound - the 
Arr ow would sf.i ll he a first-line 
f:ghter in the 1980s. Instead, 
Canadian nvers had to be content 
with the CF-IOI Voodoo, a fighter 
rrll•ipted bv the .-\mericans to the 
Sunday warrior s of their Air Na­
t ion.111:;u,:irrl. 

A lot of people never forgavr. 
.John Dir.frnbaker for the Arrow 
dPcision. It was no comfort at c11l 
that somti of the bri lliant engi­
nens r eleased 0n Black Friday 
later helped the TJnited States 
send men to the moon. 

What no one has ever been able 
to arlmit wc1s that the /\ vro 
,\rrow was a fatally nawed wrap­
,m. on a par with those e:.irlirr 
monuments to nur milit.:iry-indus­
lrial blundering, the Ross rine or 
the Maci\dam shovel. 

Part of the Arrow's secret for 
reaching Mach-2 was the discreet 
location of it s ·.ve:-ipnn system. 
Other fi~hter aircrait. then and 
since. carried rockets ,1nd other 
•.veapons ~uspended fr om their 
stubby win~s. The Arrow saved 
i lsl'l f from the resulting problems 
of weight and dr:ig bv slowing its 
air-lo-air missiics nf'allv in i l s 
:wily. \\'hen the hig fighter inlr.r­
•·rrted :-i suil.1hle "h,1nrlit.·· i ls 
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pilot wnuld lower thr. r ocket pack 
and hlast ;iway. 

The problem of su<'h a design 
would be instantlv obvious to any­
one who has r.•.rer ·stuck :i hand out 
f1i a C'Jr window whilr. travelling 
the highwny :-it, sa~·. 100 kilo­
mrtr es an hour . Th i nk of the 
strain of lowrring J bulky piece oi 
hardware into a 2500 kilometr es­
a n- h our slip.5lream. Anywhere 
this side of thr. stratosphere, the 
result would ~r melJl-rr.nding. 

F,ir .,II its ~l!iek tP1·hnnlogical 

"X<.:ellencc. t he Arrow was a 
peJce-lovr.r's id ea l wrapon: it 
would sel f-destruct on usr.. In­
deed. :in attempt to dPpioy the 
w e:.ipon system explains lhe 
other wise mysterious :nirl-fli~ht 
l'risis during one of Lhe ,\rrow's 
later tests. 

Some fine aircraft. have out­
lived initi:.il design flaws. Imper­
fect we:-ip•ms ea n ha1·c speciJI 
usrs. Canada's notorious Ross 
rifle wJs still used by snipers dur­
in~ the Kore:.in W::ir . A thor ough 
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rr -,je:;ign 0f the /\ rrow·s wings 
might have marle the plane into a 
fighter :igain, at so rn e cost in 
snerd and range. Instead. for rPa• 
sons that now seem more per;;ua­
si\·e. the government r:hnse to cut 
its losses. Politicians. our profes­
sional scapegoats. took the blame 
f or abor tin~ a desi~n who se 
imceriections should have hePn 
,1b.:•ious lo a first-ye:i r en r_.: ineer­
ing student. 

Onlv in Canarla. you say '? No 
such luck. 


