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Job Action
For Avro

By WILFRED LIST
A rally of 4,500 jobless Avro_
workers yesterday cheered-and
applaude_d demands. that "the

Federal Government breathe
life back’ into Avro and Orenda,

‘virtually* snuffed out by ‘the|

cancellation of the Arrow pro-
gram.

The meeting, sponsored by
the four aircraft lodges of the
International Association of
Machinists, urged the Govern-
|ment to call a top-level confer-

See also Page 13
ence of labor, management and

iplan alternative employment for
‘the 13,800 Avro workers.

It was the first chance the
Avro employees had collectively
to let off steam since the Black

Friday when they were sudden-||
ly told they no longer had jobs. !

And they didn’t let an oppor-
tunity pass.

The CNE Coliseum echoed
time and again to cheers,
whistles and applause as a suec-
cession of speakers denounced

the Government at Ottawa for||
what was described as its heart-|

less and irresponsible action in
abruptly - ending the Arrow
project.

' But despite the bltterness and
anger reflected in the platform
speeches, the meeting itself was
marked by a good humor on the
part of the workers who filled
the Coliseum to two-thirds of
its capacity.

Prime Minister Diefenbaker’s
effort to lay the blame for the
plight of the Avro workers on
the company that employed
them was met with scorn and:
anger on the part of TAM offi-
cers who addressed the meeting.

Although union . representa-:
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‘ tives Peter Podger and James
McQueen refused to enter the
- argument between the' Govern-
~ment and Avro over responsi-
. ‘bility for the -mass dismissals,

ost- of the criticism was di-
" rected at the Government.

“Nor: would the union officials

i.'hconcede that the Government
“vhad acted wisely in abandoning

-the manned interceptor as a key
weapon in this country s system
of ‘defense.

.The mass meeting drew-a
acoterie of Liberal politicians,
led by Ontario Liberal Leader

| “Wintermeyer. -Mr. Wintermeyer

asked for and was granted the
.opportunity to speak—but over-
“ stepped, as the chairman noted,
the five minutes allotted to him.
In tow-behind Mr. Wintermeyer
were -a number of provincial
Liberal candidates.

+ ‘Ontario CCF Leader MacDon-
!~ald, a platform guest, was de-
Government representatives to|,

_scribed . by meeting chairman
,‘Harry Graham of the JAM Mal-
ton lodges as a’ long-standing
“friend of labor. Mr. MacDonald
“drew repeated applause as he
‘directed a shotgun attack at
‘Federal and Ontario ‘Conserva-
.tive parties for their role in the
"Avro crisis.

‘Apart from the general de-
.-mand for immediate action by
the . Government, two sugges-
‘tions were pihpointed as- short-

"term answérs to the problem of

‘keeping the Avro aeronautical
‘team together.

: Mr. Podger, along with other
‘speakers, said- resumption of
work on eight - unfinished
‘Arrows would provide jobs dur-~
Ang a transition from the inter-
iceptor program to ‘another type
- of undertaking.

« He also suggested contmuance
‘of the Iroqguois engine program
":at Orenda. Mr. Podger described
its - abandonment as short-
sighted and unrealistic. There
was no reason why this advanced
engine could not' be sold to
other countries for adaptation
to either military or commercial
use, he said.

* The two-hour meeting heard
speeches of support from Wil-
liam Jenoves on behalf of the
Canadian Labor Congress, of
which he is a vice-president;
George Schollie, IAM Canadian
vice-president; Larry Sheffe,

- president of the United Auto

Workers local at de Havilland
Aircraft; Dennis McDermott,
UAW international representa-
tive and member of the joint
JAM-UAW Aircraft Stabilization
Committee, and Doug Hamilton,
secretary-treasurer - of ‘the On-
tario Federation of Labor. ' .
The meeting adopted a lengthy

-resolution, ' which ' condemned
the Government - for “its -in-
eptitude.”

It heaped scorn on the d1£fer-
ence between .the Government
and-Avro over -whether the-com-
pany should have been prepared
for * the- outright: cancellatlon
of the program,. ;

L “This confusion : said the
resolution, “‘muyst . rank as-an

" outstanding’ achievement in-thef’ - Surely

light 'of highly ‘developed -¢com-~
munication, systeins{at the dls‘
posaliof both pnrtles today.

. The resolutiontdescribed . ef-
forts to find jobs for' ‘the ‘Avro|
employees as: *"fumblmg |y
uncp—ordlnate

“|to this serious

responsibility it would have
made provision to meet the situa-
tion which it must have known
would accrue from the Arrow
cancellation. By its abrupt and
heartless action it has demon-
strated a complete lack of this
responsibility.”

The resolution, reflecting,the
difficulty many Avro employees
have * experienced in fmdmg
jobs because of age, u1ged im-
mediate ‘enactment of federal
legislation to ban age discrimi-

:|nation in job hiring.

The meeting also asked the
Canadian Labor - Congress and
the Ontario Federation of Labor
to call a meeting of all affiliates
to consider’ the record unem-
ployment against. the back-
ground of the Malton situation.

N Mr. Podger reported on the
two-hour meeting he and other
union representatives had with
Prime Minister Diefenbaker,
Wednesday. The prime minister,
he said, spent some 'time. de-
fending: the Goyvernment's de-
cision - and . attacking Avro for
what Mr. Diefenbaker described

its employees. .

“The thing that struck us
most,” said Mr., Podger, “Is that
while . Avro workers are out-in
the cold, the" politicians and
company _ officials argue over
who is responsible.”

“We -don’t’ care- who is to
blame; we say they shoyld stop
arguing and put the employees
back to work, he said.

Mr.’ Schollie said the Arrow
controversy was. marked by a
mass of contradictory state-
ments on:the part” of all con-
cerned. As. late as: last July
there had been a decision-that
the manned "\ interceptor was|
necessary ‘to North American
defense, he said, but two months
later the: prime minister inti-
mated the ’Arrow would be
scrapped; and this was followed
by company assurance that re-
gardless of the Government’s
decision, its ‘employees would
be  required’ until the end of
March, at least.

Referring to the breakup of
the Avro team, Mr. Schollie said
if hostilities started it would be
difficult.- to bring the aeronauti-
cal group, together after it had
been dispersed.

“If we are ‘goimg to need
manned interceptors, as I am
sure we will, are we going to

States?” he asked.

There was a roar of
No!” from the members.

The OFL secretary, Mr. Ham-
ilton, was greeted with applause
as he accused the Diefenbaker
Government . of ' bringing the
country - closer 'to U.S. domina-|
tion than ever before.'

The union members, who sat
attentively through most of the
speeches, applauded again when
he'said that despite Mr.-Diefen-
baker’s cathpaigntpromises that
mo one:would suffer;because of
unemployment‘ there ‘are’ now
785,100::Canadians . drawlng un-
employment msuranqe,

“No!

ment ac,ed u

‘better” place-ito " star
Malton?" 5; ask;d.i' feleir 4
“T wan ake it

‘ ‘gntlnued. “that the
“are not.interested

2y

unemplbs;

i It added: If. the .Government

had'the slightest sense of sp@d

in‘handouts “or, charity.or.stay-| .

'ing on unemployment insurance

as callous action in laying off|"

buy them ‘from the United|.

Toblem and what |

rolls. They want jobs at rates
of pay that will enable them to
provide for their families.”

Mr. Jenoves, CLC vice-presi-,
dent, said the Government had
not given much consideration to
the state of the economy -in-
dumping an - additional 13,000
persons on the overloaded un-
employment rolls. .

No business concern would

bring its operations to a sudden
halt without some substltute
project, he added.
Mr. Jenoves said the Govern-
ment was attempting to justify
its action on the basis of its
September statement in which
it said the Arrow program was
to be reviewed. :

“I don’t think anyone took
that too seriously because we
thought the unemployment situ-
ation was far too serious for the
Government to aggravate it,”
Mr. Jenoves stated.

He said he hoped Premier
Frost’s promise t. work out a
plan to put the Avro facilities
back into use had some sub-
stance behind it.

CCF Leader MacDonald ac-|
cused both Prime Minister Dief-

1

'the objected to ours. because it
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Liberal Leader Wintermeyer
said he had come to the meeting
voluntarily because the - Avro
plight represented “a - crisis- in
Canadian- history. - It was not
‘his intention to use the meeting
ias a political forum, he said.,

Canada must make up its
Imind now whether:it will sup-

port an aircraft industry. Mrl
Wmtermeyer said. -

Mr. McDermott stated the
prime minister’s statement an-}
nouncing the end of the Arrowi
smacked of arrogance and a}
complete. disregard ’of the 3
Canadian workers.' a

The UAW representative said ;
the Toronto area MPs, who had
agreed' earlier with the union}:
views on'the Arrow program,|
sat like little lambs when" Mr.
Diefenbaker scuttled it.

Mr. McDermott cnticlzed the
prime minister’s ' attack last
month against thoses lobbyingjf.
for /contmuance of ‘the: Arrow, :
project. ! el

“He. cut his eye. teet,h on [
lobbies as a-Tory politician, but|"

N

/
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was a trade ‘union ' one;” “he| .
added. “But ‘he has to face the} '

enbaker and Premier Frost of|
paying lip service, to labor’s
demand for a program to save
the jobs of Avro employees.

The action was mnot only be-
lated but was designed to save
the Conservative Party from the
political storm. set off by Mr.|
Diefenbaker’s blunder, he said.

If Ottawa-was really serious
about an alternative program it
would have worked it out before
announcing cancellation of the
Arrow. he said.

Mr. MacDonald took a swxpe
at Labor Minister Starr for his
statements that Avro workers
would find jobs elsewhere.

Mr. Starr’s name brought a
scattering .of boos from the
audience.

“Why is Mr. Starr talking
about jobs elsewhere if the Gov-
ernment were intent on keeping
the. aircraft industry together?”{

“Have you got them yet?”

There were shouts of “no!”

Mr. MacDonald also took a
cut at Premier Frost, whose
Government, he said, could do
little about the basic ‘problem
of re-establishing an industry
which falls under federal juris-
diction.

“There’s no point misleading

the public with false hopes,” he
said.
Premier Frost had done
nothing to assist the municipali-
ties involved or the workers
faced with continuing mortgage
and other payments, he added.
The premler had said nothing|
about' arranging a moratonum
on those payments, :

There was ‘a roar of applause
as Mr. MacDonald said “the
greatest role which Mr. Frost
can play in this connection is to
give leadership to the: resound-
ing protests.and ifidignation of
all »the/ people «of Ontario-and
lead: a «delegation to’ Ottawa: to|
storm“the: bastions to force'the
Conservative Government ‘there
to change 'its h'fesponsible at—
titude.”’
T Sheffe, who' greeted the
udienqé as guests; and victims
of John' Diefenbakery said’ the
only 'contripution Labor -Minis-

? Mr.|ter Starr-had made with:regard,

to unemployment dealt with the
Do It- Now:program.
'@The * only one ‘who:: took

morning,” he said. = ~.

‘worker until laid off.

largest, noisiest lobby of all—(
the Canadian people.
“Unless something posltxve i
is done soon, we will never, | -
never, never wote Tory again,”|.
e added, amid prolonged ap-|.
lause. EY
“And a good place to start
is right here in: Ontano . he
said. :
Mr. McDermott sa1d ane
Minister Diefenbaker, Labor|,
Minister Starr and John Pallett,
Conservative member for: Peel
had been invited to the meeting.
There had been no reply from
the prime minister, and “Mr.|
Starr and Mr. Pallett said they
could not attend, he added.
About 100 former employees|"
of the Orenda Engines Ltd. test
establishment at Nobel, seven|
miles north of Parry Sound, at-|
tended the rally. The Nobel|
workers filled 17. cars, but}.
arrived a few minutes too late
to join the - cavalcade from|
Malton to the CNE grounds.” |.
Two babies and about 200
women were in the audience.
Year-old Robbie Robinson
slipped out at the . half-way
mark, in his ‘mother’s arins, to
{have a bottle of milk. His
father, William Robinson, was
an Avro structural assembly

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Scade!
had their daughter Hazel, 9
months, with them at the meet-
ing. Mr. Scade also was ‘an
Avro assembly worker,

Another youthful spectator
was Jeffrey Canyu, 2, one of the|’
ithree sons of Mr. and Mrs. J ohn
Canyu.

advantage of it was Mr. Diefgn- -
{baker, and' he did it Friday



