
Srf OP Order On The Arrow 

T 
HE (;ovcrnment's Jong­
·awaitcd decision on the 
Arrow, just_ ~nnouncecl 
by Prime M1111ster D1ef­

enbakcr, is courageous and un­
equivocal. The decision is to 
a ban don production of this fighter 
aircraft. 

The · Arrow program, start.eel • 
·by the former Government , tacecl 
the present administration with 
one of its most di [[icult decisions. 
The Arrow has been many years 
in the making. So complex are the . 
wcappns of modern warfare, its 
.full operational use w:ould be still 

· some. years ahead. 
. If the, decision had been that 
Canada could afford this very 
expensive program, The Telegram 
wou\d have been pleased, because 
everyone recognizes that halting 
the .,.. Arrow program is a most 
:;erious blow to the production of 

, military aircraft in Canada. 
Obviously, the Government's 

decision rests upon the most 
iserious consideration and the 
most thorough examination of the 

• ,vhole question, in which all points 

of viev,; h.ave . been heard. The There will be distress and 
Gove~nment has had to face the chagrin·. In this The Telegram 
unpalatable reality that a la\ge· fully shares. Serious difficulties 
scale fighter program is not for now face the A. _V. ·Roe Company, 
this_ country. • 

which, over.the years, has built up , 
Without . going into detailed 

an outstanding team of engineers 
technical arguments, . the fact re-
mc1ins that the Arrow is at the and_ skilled workers. 
Wl'Y least two years away, .. and The Canadian Governm,ent is 
possibly more, from being opera- fully aware of the need to main-
tional. The airci-aft itself has a tain an • aircraft industry in 
limited effective fighting range at Canada. The other day, General 
supersonic speed~. In this_ context, Charles Foulkes, chairman of the · 
"effective 'fighting range" means chiefs .of 'staff committee, speak-
fully ·equipped with 'armament ing • in . Ottawa, stressed . the 
and fuel so that the aircraft can necessity for closer co-operation 

• 'fly at top speed t9 a potential between the U.S. and Canada in 
battleground, do battle, and re- the whole area of ind~strial pro-
turn to base at top speed for curem~nt and production. Un-
reloading to fight again. fortunately, Washington, subject 

In view of the inherent limita- to strong political pressure from 
tio1is of supersonic fighter air- U.S. aircraft companies, has so far 
craft, plus the tremendous cost not been fully sympathetic to this 
involved and the uncertainty of its ' point of view. Top level U.S. 
i'ole beyond the next three to ten . Government and military circles 
years in which missiles will be . see that every.effort must be made 
developing rapiqly, the Govern- to maintain Canada's industrial 
ment has shown courage in grasp- • and military strength for the 
ing the nettle and making its benefit of the whole North Ameri-
decision. can Continent. 


