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EccentricA.V. Roe boss
had planes scrapped,

ex-ministersays
BY KATHRYN M^*Y

The myth about the cancellation of
the Avro Arrow is being challenged
by a former Diefenbaker rninister
wlro claims cabinet never ordered the
destmction of the fabled aircraft.

Nearly 40 years af,ter the proiect was
cancelled, Piere Sevigny, an associate
deputy rninister in Mr. Diefenbaker's
government, says the decision to de-
stroy the planes and its blueprints was
made by the Arrow's manufacturer,
A.V. Roe.

In an interview, Mr. Sevigny said he
had decided to set straight the record
of what happened in Febnrary rg5g to
clear Mr. Diefenbaker of blame for the
famed Avro Arrow's demise. Most of
the other key players in Mr. Diefen-
baker's cabinet have died.

"f came forward with it because for
a long time I knew that the tme story
should be told. Frank[', old Diefenbak-
er was being blamed for something he
didn't do ... He never gave an order like
ttrat," said Mr. Sevigny.

Instead, he lays the blame on A.V.
Roe's colourrul boss, Craurfiord Gordon,
who died in 1967. Mr. Sevigny specu-
Iates it rvas Mr. Gordon, enraged at the
governrrrent's decision to cancel the
proiect because of its spirallirrg costs,
who ordered the planes scrapped.

It's logical that it was Mr. Gordon
who did it. He was the one who was
actually in charge of the shor '. He was
the rnan responsible," Mr. Sevigny said
in a trom his home in Montreal.

Mr. Sevigny, now 8t>, was associate
defence minister from rg58 to 1963. His
atfair with a (ierman woman, Gerda
Munsinger, beiarne pubiic in 1966 ancl
caused a furore over potential securitv
risks. Mr. Sevigny was cleared of any
',vrc,:'r::doing.
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to help salvage project
Continuetl fronl pagc Ar

Mr" Sevigny sairl immediately after
Diefenbaker stood in the Conrrnons [o
announce the Arrow's cancellation on
Feb. zo, lg59 , Mr. (iurdon fircd abutrt
lj,ooo employees, from the dcsign
tearn to the production line, oI A.V
Roe Canada's aircraft and cngiue conl-
panies.

The six completed Arrows and an-
other five on the assembly linu wcr.c
sioon to be cut up for scrap.

But Mr. Sevigny said Mr. Dietenbak-
er's orders were simply to cancel the
project and stop any further devclop-
ntent and prorluction. Cabinet never
intentled, nor did it orrler, fhe planes
to be destroyed. Similarly, he said,
then-Defence Minister George Pear-
kes never made such a "foolish r:rder."

'All he (Diefenbaker) announced to
the Cnmrlons was that the proiect be
stopped. I{altecl. There's a Lrig distinc-
tion beftveen halting a project ancl or*
dering everything to be scrapped.

'| 
r, lArrd il,wasn't'cabinet,that ordered
the destmction," said Mr" Sevigny. "lt
was the place where it was being built."

Mr. Sevigny also said the Amcricans
offered to help salvage the project try
helping to finance lts conptructiorr to
equip RCAf'sguadrong but cabinet rc-
fused the ot'fer. The Arnericans have
long been accused of contributing to
the project's demise by refusing to btry
anything but Anrerican-built aircraft.

Mr. Sevigny also confinned reports
that he claimed that a distrcssed Mr.
Pearkes asked Mr. Diefenbaker to go
public with AV. Rou's decision tcr

scrap ttre planes and blueprints but
the prime minister refused.

Nearly 40 years after its demise, the
legendary aircraft lives on in books,
stories, souvenirs and, rnore recently,
a TV rnovie. The {iupersonic intcrccp-
tor fighter plane was considered

Far't of its time, a plarre unparallclc.l
--.lts speed and perftrrlna{rct: .

Mr. Sevigny said fulr'. Dictuuliakur
dicl all lie cor.rLl to s;lvrj tlrc prtljc.:t l-rut
thc (lanadian rnarkct ttir the cxlicnsive
plane was tot,l srn:.rll and tlrurc was rro
externel nrark.:t, (latlirrut ducurncrrts
slrurv thc c()st tlrc (:()st r.lf (ty Arrurvs
ft,r thc [tuyal Carr;lrliarr Air Fur-i-'c
rvt"rtrl.l hit gz billiun [ry rg(r.1. Alsu, ruili-
tary thirrkinB char16.:.1 ;rlrutrt rlrc tlrrcat
uI Stivict bt,rrrbcrs ;,rri.l slrillc..I tu uris -

silcs ftrr deflrle c.
"\V'hat was tlrc usc, u[ [ruil..lirrg tlrc

plarrcs ... it tlrure was no urre tu Lruy
t hcrn an,-l if t lrcrc was iln attauk it
w()ul.l bu by , urissilc," said t\,1r. .Sevi-

Br-ly. "So we rcalizcd that tlrc tinre uf
tlur[ p,lane was past anrl it wuuld cust a
fklr tune to keep on rvith the coltstruc-
tion. The governrnent had no choice
except to abanrlon thc projcc:t."

A frrrnrer Clonscrvativc caLlcr"rs rr]eru*
bur frorn the tin-re ot'thu Arrow, rctircd
Scnator IIcath hIa,.:quar"ric, says Iris
Ilrrjrltot"ics confinn tlrosc of [,{r. Sevign1,.

"l havc alrvays b,clicved cxilctly what
Scvigny appcars tu lravc s;ri..J," hc said
ycsterday. 'As a menrber of caucrrs, I ,

wls always told that it rvas thc A" V.
l{.oe Company that Llid thc destrur:tion
(t,f thc plarnes arril blucprirrts)."

"I'hun wlry did frrruer Prinre lr{inis-
tcr f ohn l)iefenbaker not scotch'ru -

rnours tlrat hc hatl ordcrerl dsstruc-
tiun of the prototypes and l:lueprirrts?

"Well, there was sirrrply nothing at
the tinre to contrlidict," Mr. Macquar*
rie said. "'I'lle rnyths (alrout thc tl*rnise
tlf the Arrow) that we've sccrr on TV
wcrun't vcry muuh aroun.l at the
tirnc." Mr. lv{acquarr"ie alsu si.l.:s rvith
I\.{r. Scvigny in saying that the Anrcri-
cans, in his recullectiuu, were not op-
posecl to tlre Avnr Arrurv progrdlrl"

"I have no urern$r'y tlf thuir oppusi-
tion, and if it wcre true, I can't lrclieve
that Diuf wt-nrldn't have rnurrtioncd it.
lIu ncvcr tresitateil tci nrerrtion things
Irc di.ln't like abor"rt thc Antcricans."

lVith /iltrs frorn ( llrrtt-lt,s liruur r,r

THE CANADIAN PRE5l

Itierre Sevlgny, a nriuistcr in the Diefcnbaker cabinet, sa i )epriurc
tuinistcr was wrongly bl:rrtrc<l frrr rlcstnly,inll tlre icls.
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