




force until arrival of the B-29 Wash-
ington in the early 1950s. No less 
than 20 R.A.F. squadrons were 
equipped with the Lincoln and in 
July 1950 no less than 15 squadrons 
of them flew over Farnborough on 
the occasion of that year's R.A.F. 
display. 

The Lincoln began as a stretched, 
more powerful version of the Lan-
caster as early as 1943 and was 
originally known as the Lancaster 
IV. However, the very extensive 
changes caused the aircraft to be 
redesignated as Avro type 694 and 
renamed Lincoln. The changes in-

cluded the fitting of the two-stage, 
two-speed supercharged Rolls-Royce 
Merlin 85 engines in new circular 
cowlings (designed to be completely 
interchangeable with the Bristol Her-
cules engines), a new wing with an 
extra 18 feet span (giving a total of 
120 feet), a long fuselage with en-
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tirely new gun turrets throughout 
and a strengthened landing gear to 
take the higher gross weight (82,000 
lb. versus 50,000 lb. for the Lan-
caster I, Ill & X). 

The new Merlin engines allowed 
operations to be flown ,at up to 
35,000 feet, but no pressurization 
was fitted. The normal bomb load 
was 14,000 lb. compared to 8,000 lb. 
for the Lancaster. Construction of 3 
prototypes began in late 1943 and 
the first unarmed prototype flew on 
June 9, 1944, painted in dark earth 

and dark green on all upper sur-
faces and yellow on lower surfaces. 

Production was delayed, despite 
the very successful test flights, due 
to problems in changing the very 
big Lancaster production lines over 
to the Lincoln, so first deliveries to 
the R.A.F. did not begin until Sep-
tember 1945. First examples went to 
No. 57 and No. 44 squadrons, and 
were intended to be used as part of 
"Tiger Force" for use against Japan 
once the war in Europe was over. 
These aircraft were thus painted in 

the very attractive color scheme of 
flat white on upper surfaces and 
gloss black on lower surfaces. 

With the rapid rundown of the 
R.A.F. after the end of the Pacific 
war, the Lincolns were slow in com-
ing into full scale service and the 
planned production of almost 2000 
was cut back to an actual delivery of 
some 550 aircraft. A further 73 were 
built in Australia as the B.Mk.30, 
while a solitary Mk.XV was built by 
Victory Aircraft in Canada before 
VJ Day. Production of the Lincoln 
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