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"What a life. What a man. What a biography." 
-Jeffrey Simpson, Globe and Mail 
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for Canadian Biography 

Beloved and reviled with equal passion, John Diefenbaker, thirteenth 
prime minister of Canada, was one of the nation's most enigmatic public 
figures. Proud and mercurial, he was an unrivalled political showman 
whose leadership was ultimately rejected by Canadians, even as they 
embraced his legend. Denis Smith's compelling biography, drawing for 
the first time on the full range of personal papers and cabinet documents, 
illuminates the man, the myth, and the nation he shaped. 

"Here is biography in the grand old style: compendious research, sharp 
focus, context, careful attention to the public record, judicious judg­
ments. .. . Rogue Tory tells us something not just about a fascinating man 
and Canadian politics, but about the entire country." - Globe and Mail 

"Rogue Tory is a superbly documented life of the public man .... Smith tells 
the tale with cool precision ... [his] account of Diefenbaker's six years in 
power is a scholarly thriller." - Maclean 's 

"Finely written, thoroughly researched, superbly organized, and scrupu­
lously fair .... It rivals Donald Creighton on Macdonald as the best biogra­
phy of a Canadian prime minister. Smith's book will not be superseded." 
-Books in Canada 
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Denis Smith is a writer and political scientist 
who has held senior administrative and teach­
ing positions at York University, Trent 
University, and the University of Western 
Ontario. He was the founding editor of the 
Journal of Canadian Studies, an editor of 
Canadian Forum, and is the author of three 
highly acclaimed earlier works, including 
Gentle Patriot: A Political Biography of Walter 
Gordon. He is an Albertan by birth who grew 
up on the prairies. 
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