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“I knew that President Kennedy...thought he had something to prove
in his personal dealings with Khrushchev after their unpleasant Vienna
meeting....I considered that he was perfectly capable of taking the
world to the brink of thermonuclear destruction to prove himself the
man for our times, a courageous champion of Western democracy.”

“It was said that I had no guiding right to the Leadership of the Conser-
vative Party. This was true. But those who took up this cry missed the
point that I had not received my mandate from the party’s great and
powerful, but from the average Canadian. I knew to whom I was
accountable and it was not to those who, for their own ends, decided to
subvert that great institution of democratic free will and unfettered
Canadianism that the Conservative Party had become under my
leadership.”

Prime Minister John G. Diefenbaker addressing the guests in London’s historic

Guildhall on 25 February 1963, after he had been made a Freeman of the City
of London.
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