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, 
OLE! FOR CANADA'S 
REBEL GUITAR-MAKER 
01"I:. OF TH • l' l;W good things (';ma ! ,1 

sa lvaged from lhe crumpled A ro 
Arro, project wa. a pote ntial gui1 ar-

ak ing ind us1ry. Thi · improbable 0H­
ihoo1 w_.s fathered by a S l-ycar-ol<I 
hi ·h m:.n namctl Pan Li I.er. He came 
10 an at.la I O yc:ir ago ;i, an aircraft 
1001 designer to build ejec1 io n eats for 
1he Arrow. \ hen the Avro project 
failed he old his home. halved hi~ 
income and tayed I make fine cla ic 
gui tars in a tu rkey coop-turned-, ork­
shop ne~,r Colli ngwood. Ont. 

The worksho p i an organized cluucr 
or wood pre cs. mockup ·. engincer­
in~ eq uipment and guilar carca ···e, 
uspemJed h, hook . There· an e oca­

ti c 1inglc or varni h and wolXI gh.,e. 
! n the middle or ii all sits Lister. 1.alk­
ing ~,bout gt.1i 1ars wi1h tender re peer. 
At limes he's a ronmn1ic. endowing 
the ins1rume nt with human qi1alitics: 
at time he's a practical enginee r. 

·The gui ta r i • a weak ister. so inti -
m. t.: it lllways ha to be e;,i:cu~d. I 
want to design ;1 guirnr th,,1 c. n hold 
i1s he.ad up in an orche. tra and resist 
the rigors of the anndia n clim. tc ." 
His cxpcri rm~nls with design have in­
creased sound projection by about 
_o 1>e rce r1t. .. ow if I can just pu h 
that 10 SO percent , ithout losing 

Patt Lister: A self-styled 
Irish rebel with colossal 
im()Udence - pir.,s a rare skill. 

.1ny of 1hc mus ical mnc ... " 
Patt c:-111 hinrelf ·•an Irish rebel 

wi th colossa l impudence"' fo r ch;1l­
Jenging t radi tions of gui tar• m;,king 
1ha1 have been prnc1i cd for more 
than 100 years. 1.odcrn ins1rument 
a re still pauerncd oo 1he principle 
dcvclOP<,-d b Antonio Torre Ju rndo. 
a Spani h cr, rpenter who began bui lJ­
ing guitar in ! 50 and developed the 
no, - conventional fan ·1ru11i ng to 
brace the top. Patt claims his inno , • 
1ion - rad ial bracing - not onl)' 
give more projcc1ion blll leaves fewer 
gaps for cracking. " Hi1 omebody over 
1he head with a Tor~es guila r and the 
guitar wi ll break.'' he ays. " Hit omc­
b dy over 1hc head , ith my guitar. the 
head wi ll brea k." 

l t 1.a kes abou1 50 working hours 
10 b11ild a gui lar and perform 1hc 
irmica1e marriage of i1s 147 parts. 
Then it needs to casor, fo r ix monlh< 
before it eom nlive. TI1e 40 guitar-: 
Lister has handcr~fted so fa r have (1 11 
won 1he prai c of local experts. J\nd 
now Pm t hus rccch•ed what is prob· 
abl>• th.: ult imate complime nt : 
Segovia. the Spanis h nm 1cr nm 
1caching in 1hc ll . .. hr1s asked to try 
out a Li ' ter guitar. 

Pall's agenl and gene ra l sounding­
bo, rd for gui1ar theories i. El i Ka • 
acr. ~1 teacher M Toronto·~ Royal 
Con cr,,,amry of Music , ho ha prob­
abl done more than any other 
individual to promo1c guitar playing in 

~,nad, . When Ka~sner orga niu:d 1he 
·roronto Gui1ar Socle t in 19.57 there 
hau hcen o nl)• two guitar concerts, 
both hy Segovia. in 1he ci1y ince 
\ orld \ rir L o, celehraccd 
arti . 1 li k.: Juli;tn Bream and Pre ti 
and agO)',L pla lhrec times " year 
to packed h 11 es. One , rooro music 
firm now sell 500 cl.issic guitar a 
year; I S year ago it didn't c en 
tock thcr:1. M re 1h;,n I .000.000 

guit.tr were old in the . . la I )'car 
and one America n gui tar-maker. . F. 
Marl in and ' ompany. rcccn1 l an­
n unc,.:d that 1he demand for cl~ssic 
gui tars a so heavy 1ha1 it could n'I 
accept an m re orden. for an indefi ­
nite period. 

anada impons guit:i~ from Japan. 
Sweden. the .S. and -a t and West 
Germa n - usually ,II 70 to 80 per­
cent above list price because or hip­
ping costs nd C)(Ci e dutic . But Li~ter 

is convin~d anaJa could have ii · 
own thri vi ng gu i1 ::ir im.h.1s1ry. 

"The ent ire country from the I• 
I, n1 ic 10 1hc Pacific is enclosed in 
wood but none of it is Cul :m t 
scaroncd the right way for g1,imrs:· 
he says. 

The "'righ1 , • y-· is s1r:,igh1 grnin. cu t 
on the quarter wi1h at least I o r,nnular 
ri ng.~ 10 the inch and 1hcn ·easoned 
for 10 year.~. U cos1s Patt 40 cents on 
1he dollar 10 import his seasoned wood 
from cw York. He sa ·s maple i~ tm 
ideal tonewood for guitar top · and 
call s ii "an un tapped anadian re­
source: · Homcgrown wo t that has 
c;,,;p:ind~d t\nd contracted with the 
sca~o"s i, bc~1 for g11 itar,. ··Imported 
guit :,r, .1,,n·1 lik.i our c.cn trn l hcalin~:· 
sa)•~ Pait . ·• he • era k in a cold dry 
cli111a1c : · 

Handma,lc 11 it:1r, cos! 
450 a nd 1.-00. P:,11', .,re con• 

side red rca on:iblc ,11 300 for lhe 
stude nt model m\d 550 for the con­
cert model. His incrc,,sed so und pro­
jecti n means lhat 11,e tudcnl gui t ,r • 
C(ln he used o n the c nccn stage and 
both models are no1ed for 1heir 
evennes and eagcrn • . As Patt put 
ii : " it her a gu it:1r re. ponds to ou or 
it doc n't.'' 

He hus the coginecring skill 10 ma s 
produce bui agree. with Segovia that a 
guit:Lr nn t be made with loving 
hancL,. He could make n1 re money 
manufactu ring guitar ca~e . b111 sa : 
·· t want m go on build ing guitars until 
the)' put me in " , ooden overcoa t. 
Someone shollld mea. urc my hcuri­
bcats when l hear a gui tar pe;1 k for 
the first lime." 

ROSEM RY ROCII E!.1 R 

Bannerman on books 

TOP CRIM E, 
ITALIAN 
STYLE 
And even Mussolini's 
ominous shadow can't 
blot out the humor 

IT 1 ,\RI.V impos iblc to classify 
hat A wffll Mess 011 Via Mn11/ami 

b arlo Emilio Gadda . Since 1hc 
book is concerned with n murder, and 
the central charac1cr i~ r1 police dc1ec-
1ive, it's nominally l'l crime story; b111 
1hc murder i almost incidenlal, and 
although much of 1he book is wonder­
fu lly fonn)', it is a crious novel of the 
very fir t order. approaching grc;1t­
ne s. 

he scuirig is Rome in 1927. Italy 
is domina1e<I b Mu ol ini . whom 

adda mocks in biucrl cxaggenued 
carica t11re . Fascism ilself, which 
hadn't ye t become qui te ns opprcssi c 
as i1 did la lcr. is presented wi th mini­
ma l d is1or1ion - pcrhU()S becau c it 
was even more iLbl.urd , ,ir1d th1Ls less 
in need of caric lure 10 point it up. 
than i1s po turing crc:,tor. The pa. age 
of lime has made omc f the refer-

ences ob urc, even I lt l'lli , n unlc~~ 
!he ·re over 30, but the tr nsla tor. 
Willi, m Weaver, hlls upplicd liulc 
footnote.~ to explain them - and he 
docs it well . 

His trnnsla tion is m, terl)'. Much 
of 1he d i, I gue in the riginal is dia ­
lect - Roman. Sicilian. capolit:rn . 

enoc ·c - hut Weave r wisely hasn ·1 
allcmpte.l 10 gi c dirforen1ia1ed c-iniv­
alcnts of 1hi, wide vari.:t)'· In le, d h.: 

Harry Boyle looks back 
with rare understandins 
lo the stern old pioneer days. 

ho kepi an o cro.11 c/fi!t;I of di, lcct 
by 1r11ool!l!ing what ' aid into idio­
matic and somelime ribald American 
English. So the churac1er are dis-
1inguished from each other by the 
wav their mind w rk ,11\d their hean~ 
mo·ve them. r:i thcr 1h ,m by the , ay 
the)' pca.k. 

It is 1he interweaving of their reac• 
tions 10 !he murder of Li lia na Bol­
ducci. a wea lthy and beautiful woman. 
that makes it such an extraordinary 
book. Maid er ant , jariilors. bankers. 
law crs, pric t and n blcmen fill the 
page so vital ly lhat !hey radiate a 
kind o( cro\vdcd heat. 

And watchi ng 1hcm all with rou1i11c 
:.u. picion is Officer Fnmcesco lngr;i­
va llo of the homicide ,qund: s1oc ky. 
lumpish. vaguely frust ra ted : :-, dc1cc-
1ive who i • fir I and foremos t ;1 rn~111 , 

and who puls 0 11 a nd take off hi 
police du1ie cis he mi ght a hnL He is 
easil the mos1 memorable figure 
among the man in !his trul y rne m­
omble nove l. 

H RRY J . HOY With A Pi11ch Of 
ill. like Gadda's book. i et ir1 :, 
harpl -defined region ; 1he rura l part 

or Huron county i1l ou1 hwc tern 
Oninrio. :1nd his book is a series of 
kctchc • o lire lhcre he remembers 

ii . Mc writes unpre1en1iously and 
somciime , bit fla tly, trn1 often with 
arr 1mg arid touching implici1y. a 
in this memorable glimpse or his 
grandmot her : 

' 'There was a ceremonia l in 1he , ay 
·he pul on an apron . It wa always 
tarched and frilly a.lorig 1be edges, and 




