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BACKGROUND 
How vanity screen tests work: an "actress" debuts 
Last ll'intt•r, /l.1aclean's £•ditorial ,usiswnt 
Shirley Mair wrote a couple of do:,n1 
poems as fast as she could type mu/ 
.fen/ them to a " \·anity puhlisht'r" ,, ·ho 

told her she H'll S ll genius mu/ offrred to 
print them if sh,•'d inn•.\·t the 11ece.'i.rnrv 

$1,440. Noll' tltc•n' s another kind <;/ 
'' n111ity " busim•.\·s-thi ... • ,me cl<'S(!.!11 t•,I for 

aspiring actors. At lea.\"/ 50 r eoph• This 
year in Toronto han• paid S45 each to 
have a .fiC.T<'<'II le.\"/ of thc•mseln•s . Each 
has .\·i,:ned a c:0111ract that scn-s 1/u• man 
"lw made the tests 1\'i/1 .. ('l;d,•tffor" to 
sho11· the film to a producer H'ithin six 
months. We asked Miss Mair to sc'<' how 
her drmnatic: talen ts stood up . f/(·r re­
port: 
An advertisement lhal has been appear­
ing in lhe lhree Toronlo dail y news­
papers says HOLLYWOOD NEEDS 
NEW FACES. I called 1he number list­
ed in lhis ad and said I had a Joi of 
ambition hut no experience. I was given 
an appoinlmenl. The address was a 
suile in 1he Regenc y Towers Hote l. II 
had a sign on the door saying ln1crna-
1ional Cinegraphic Aris. A girl I laler 
heard called Miss LeRoy answered the 
door and mo1ioned me inlo a chair 
while she weni inlo 1he olher room. 
In a few minutes she asked me to come 

in and I was inlroduced 10 Mr . Hans 
D. Schuch. a middle-aged and hand­
some man. with hornrimmed glasses 
and whal migh1 be called ar1is1ic hands. 
Mr . Schuch and I sa1 across lhc room 
from each 01her and Miss LcRoy sal 
at a desk hctween us and began lo peck 
desultorily a t a typewri ter. 

Mr. Schuch asked whv I was there . 
I said I'd 1hough1 aboui 1rying for a 
Hollywood career for some time. 

.. Who are your favoritc actresses ?"' 
l sa id ii mighl dale me bul l liked 

Audrey Hepburn . Mary Marlin and , 
besl of all . June Allyson . 

"Tell me aboul yourself." he said. 
I said I didn'I wanl 10 say where 

The Avro men who wouldn't quit 
A strange litt le aircraft thal looks some­
lhing like a 1hrce-wheeled powerboal 
with a prop on lop is buzzing aboul 1he 
skies of George1own. Onl. . lhese days. 
Wilh it go lhe hopes of 20 people. 17 
of whom were almosl oul of hope 28 
monlhs ago. when 1he federal govcrn­
menl decided nol 10 build lhe Arrow 
al 1he A. V. Roe plan! in nearby Mahon 
tor anywhere else) . The aircrafl is lhe 
Avian 2/ 180. la1est prolol ypc of some­
lhing thal's been called a gyroplane 
and a "car-plane·· and is in facl a small 
and easy - to - handle hclicoplcr. The 
2/ I 80 will carry a load of 600 pounds 
and cruise al 130 mph . It lakes ofT 
vcrlically, bul will cosl much less lhan 
a helicopter. probably as linle as 
$10,000. 

The 20 people arc lhe employees of 
Avian Aircraf1 Lid .. all bul lhrcc of 
whom were among 1he 13.600 laid off 
hy Avro when lhc Arrow con1rac1 was 
dropped . 

Before lhe layoffs. a few of 1hem­
mostly designers - had lalked aboul 
huilding a gyrop lane . Bui. as George 
Sampson. Avian's 31-year-old vice-presi -

denl who was in 1he projec l office al 
Avro. says. "Wed probabl y never have 
done anything about it. It was just an 
exercise 

Then. afler whal lhe Avian men slill 
refer lo as Black Friday. 1hey realized 
!heir ··exe rcise" was perhaps !heir only 
alternalive 10 emigralion. a palh lhat 
hundreds of other Avro engineers chose. 
They 1alked a group of Georgelown 
businessmen . headed by F. S. Waller. 
presidcnl of 1he Thermo-Eleclric com­
panies of bolh 1he U. S. and Canada. 
imo hacking 1hem. Waller is presidenl 
of Avian. bul is largel y silenl. The 
working executive is made up of former 
Avro employees- almosl all of whom 
arc in !heir lhirlies. 

The 21180 is slill undergoing lesls 
( an earlier model crashed) and won·1 
be read y for commercial production for 
some tirnc. but a survey of possible 
buyers convinced the Avian executives 
1ha1 1hey can sell more lhan 1.000 once 
i1 's perfecled. Jn 1he meantime. all lhe 
engineers and designers from the small 
plan! in Georgelown have been asked 
back 10 Avro. bu1 no one's gone yel. .,. 

worked . because I didn't want anvone 
al lhe oflice 10 know I was doinc ·this. 

He asked me about my hobhi;s and 
I 1old him I liked 1ennis and swimming. 
He perked up al 1his. "You like sporls'?'' 
he said . "Yes:· I said . 

We chaned for a while abo111 1he acl­
ing business and he told me it was very 
tough . He said if he placed me ··out 
I here·· ( meaning Hollywood) 1ha1 I'd 
have to work very hard and might start 
a'i low as $75 a week-or maybe S 100. 
or $ I 25 . hul no more . He said 1here 
were very few people who made it. 

I said I didn't want to waste his time. 
··1 can 't promise you yuu·11 make 

good.'" he said. "hul I ccrlainly don·1 
think you're wasting my lime ." He said 
the main thing was to get my picture in 
the file s o f a Sludio. 

All lhrnugh lhc in1ervicw Mr . Schuch 
stared at me. watching my ever y move . 
He had me intimidated . I was dying for 
a cigarette- he was smoking- hut I fell 
sure that if I lit one I'd scl fire to my 
nose or sornct hi ng. 

I said I had determination . 
··1 can sec you'd work hard," he sa id. 

Then he explained 1he role of an agenl 
and said he would draw up a con1rac1 
under which ··you'd be our properly. so 
10 speak. for six monihs. Ac111ally. we 
lry to place you for a full year. bul lhe 
law says we can only hold you for six 
monlhs." He'd lake 10% of my salary. 

··1 can't promise you stardom:· he 
said. "bul f"m willing 10 represen1 you." 
Then. speaking very quickl y. he lold me 
I would have lo presenl him wilh a film 
of mysel f. aboul 50 feel. showing me in 
different poses, registering different 
emotions. 

I asked where I could gel 1ha1 done . 
"Anyone will do ii for you.'' he said . 
"Look in lhc ye llow pages . It will cost 
from $400 10 $600 ... 

I said I couldn'1 afford 1ha1. He said 
/1<· could give me a screen 1es1 for $45 . 
His were cheaper because he did 1hrce 
or four at a time. 

Miss LeRoy asked if nexl Wednes­
da y al eighl o'clock would he all righl. 
'" You have an unusual face ." said Mr. 
Schuch. "You have a good profile . You 
have big eyes. big blue eyes. How old 
arc you?"' 

"Twen1y-cigh1." I sa id . 
"You don·1 look 1wen1y-eigh1. More 

like lwenly-six ." 
I said Wednesday would be fine . hul 

I didn'I go for my lesl. Mr . Schuch 
mighl lhink I looked 26. bul I was fee l­
ing older. ,.,.. 

FOOTNOTES 
~\~t~~~~"t.\~R~~~\~\\~'fil::-~ 

About the primili>·e Indian: Thirlccn 
) oting Stony Indians from southern 
Alhcrta recentl y completed a course 
in how to guide white men through 
!heir wild . nalivc country. Their in­
structor was Claude Brewster . a mil• 
lionaire caterer to tourisls. who is 
white. Brewster learned the art of 
guiding from his fa1her . who learned 
ii al lhe 1urn of 1he century from a 
S1ony Indian chief . 

About overhead: It wil l cosl lhe 
newl y amalgamated Canadian I mpe­
rial Bank of Conuncrn· roughl y a 
million dollars to put up new signs 
on ils 1,200 branches. 

Ahuuf mi~rnine headaches: Now 
the y' re supposed to he a clue to 
1.:haractcr. If you get migraine. says 
a U. S. ncurologiSI , you're probnhly 
one or more of these things : bright. 
frustrated. orderly aml conscientious. 

About money. Think yu11rs doesn ·1 
lasl'' The Bank of Canada 1his vear 
will burn nearly a billion dolla(s in 
lucre !hat's 100 fillh y 10 use any 
more. Life expeclancy of a dollar 
hill is only 11 monlhs ; of a IW0. 10 
mon1hs : of a 1en. 18 monlhs : of a 
lwenty. more 1han lwo years. Coins 
las1 as long as 40 years . 

About sexual deviation: Two recen1 
swdies al lhe forensic clinic of the 
Toronlo Psychia1ric Hospila) have 
cast some new lighl on some old 
1heories aboul deviales early Jives . 
Researchers found ( mosl of I heir 
conclusions are 1en1a1ive. lhey em­
phasize) thal : I ) a boy's at1i1ude 
loward his falher is more likely 10 
influence him in 1he direclion of de­
vialion lhan his altilude loward his 
molher ; 2) il's true lhal homosexuals 
lend lo be above average in inlelli­
gcnce and 10 be fond of books, music 
and ari: 3) il's false lhal exhibilion­
ists cluster in downtown areas­
courls have referred more palienls 10 
lhc clinic from suburbs lhan from 
lhc cily; 4) youlh groups like lhe 
Boy Scouls or Sunday schools a11rac1 
some pedophiles ( child moleslers) 
as leaders. bul lhe pedophiles' of­
fenses are se ldom commillcd wi1h 
children the y meel there. 

News from the labor front: the internes are restless 
The toughest block on I he road 10 be­
coming a doctor is the year and some~ 
limes more a studcnl must spent! as a 
hospital inlcrne . In Omario and 1hc wesl 
and at McGill he gels his MD firs 1. 1hen 
goes inlo a hospilal : al Dalhousic and 
1he French-language universilies of Que­
bec, lhc MD is held back unlil hes been 
an inlcrne for a year. Bui everywhere. 
lhe inlernc·s Joi is nol a happy t'ne . He 
works a minimum of eight y hours a 
week (and is oflen on dul y for anolher 
1hirty) and he works hard . Lasl year 
a Toronlo newspaper scnl a rc.porler 
10 spend a day wilh an inlerne . By mid­
nighl. while lhe imcrne worked on. lhc 
reporter had collapsed . Pay ranges from 
S-10 a month (plus room and board in 
1he hospital) in lhe Mari1imcs 10 $200 
in Saska1chewan. The nalional average 
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is under 50 ccnls an hour - less 1han 
half the minimum wage in most prov­
inces for unskilled Iabor. Yel 60 % of 
Canada's inlernes t who are mos1ly from 
24 lo 30 years old) arc married , and 
60 % of ,1,,,111 arc parenls. 

Now. at leasl some of the intcrnes arc 
fighling back. 

For more than lhrec decades. a loose 
organizalion called 1hc Canadian Asso­
cia1ion of Medical S1uden1s and lnlerne, 
has concentrated on such side issues as 
group insurance . By and large. ii has 
lcfl working condilions and wages alone . 
Bui 1he currenl lrcnd is to smaller local 
organizations tha1 may use some of lhe 
lechniques of organized labor. 

Perhaps 1he mosl mili1an1 is lhe Asso­
cialion des lnlernes de Monlrcal , a 
group of more 1han 400 of 1he 450 slu-

denls al lhe lwelve major l'rench leach­
ing hospitals in Monlrcal. Lasl Seplem­
bcr. the Quebec government announced 
plans for hospilal insurance. which 
would mean 1ha1 hospital budgelS. in ­
cluding interncs· sa laries, would be 
alfcc1ed by govcrnmenl polic y. Almos! 
immcdia1e)y Al M pul forward a sug­
gested scale of .. minimum living wages:· 
ranging from S 125 a month for a junior 
inlerne lo $350 for a rcsidcnl. and asked 
for a S40 living allowance for married 
intcrncs. 

Most hospi1al au1hori1ies commended 
1hcm for !heir reasonable demands . In 
March lhe governmen1 's schedule was 
announced; it was higher than existing 
ra1es. bul well below whal 1hc inlernes 
were asking. Incensed . lhe inlcrnes de­
manded a hearing wilh 1he hospital 

plan·s direclOr and began 10 1alk of 
ways of slriking . Two weeks laler. lhe 
scale was increased - to almost as 
much as 1he inlcrnes had asked for . 

There's activily elsewhere loo. In On­
tario. intcrnes have sent representatives 
before separalc hospi1al boards and be­
fore lhe Onlario Hospilal Services Com­
mission asking for belier pay. shorlcr 
hours and generally hellcr trea1men1-
"wc·re ralcd al lhe hospiial jusl below 
ward aides. " one Onlario inlerne 1old 
Maclean\. 

None of lhc in1ernes wanl to change 
1hc syslem or abolish ii. The experience. 
far wider 1han 1hcy'd gel by going righl 
inlo general praclice. is too valuable . 
Aflcr so many years of school. lhey say. 
one more year wilh lillle pay doesn·1 
hurt much. ,,,,. 
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