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li r,1 luok .1 1 the 'i'l'.lllrn TT-I p ri1n .1ry 
je t trainer, de veloped by T u nco .\ ir­
crar t Cor p. An RC/\F evaluation team 
rece ntly spent fi ve days at the Dallas, 
T exas, firm 's plant . During that time 
th e Canadian pilots made 13 flight in 
th e TT-I. A<lditiona l <l etai ls about this 
airpla ne ap peared in th e September 
issue of Aircra/t in an article entitled 
" Int rod uction to Jet F light". 

Bonaventure Delayed 
The HMCS Bonaventure will not be 

commissioned until early in 1957 due 
to recent labor difficulties, the RCN 
has announced. Originally sche<luled 
to be commissioned th is fall, the RC 's 
new light fleet car rier is only now being 
read ied for prel imina ry trials at the 
shipyard of Harland & Wolff Ltd., Bel­
fast , Northern Ireland. 

The Navy says that the postpone­
ment of the commission ing date of the 
shi p has been accepted in order to en­
sure that the hig hes t possible standards 
of workmanship are maintained 
throughout the fina l fitting out and pre­
commissio11i11g trials period . 

CF-100' s to Europe 
The first of fo ur CF-100 all-weathe r 

interceptor squ::idrons scheduled fo r 
N:\. TO duty in Europe, -H5 Squadron, 
U plan<ls, will be posted oYerseas in 
)\.'" o,·em ber. Its <lestination is the :\.ir 
DiYision 's I Fighter Wing, at Marville. 
Fra nce, where it wi ll replace one of the 
three Sabre squadrons now based there. 
As th :: Sabre squa<lrons are replaced by 
CF-100 units , they w ill be disbanded 
an<l later reformed as CF-100 squad­
rons in Canada . 

The flight of the U plands squadron, 
and the three that w ill fo llow during 
1957, wil l be known as ·'Operation 
N imble Bat'' . O ne squadron is sched­
uled to be based at each of the four 
operational bases wi thin the Air Divi­
sion . As each arr ives i<t wi ll replace a 
Sabre squadron. 

About half of the gro un dcrew of 
each CF-100 squadron wi ll make the 
o,·e rseas 1110,·e with their unit. flying 
m North St:lf transports. The re­
ma inde r of the req uired groundcrew 
wil l be d rawn from the Air DiYision 
personnel. 

As each CF-100 sq uadro n lea ves its 
Canad ian base it will be replaced by 
:moth er CF-1 00 squadron. bearing the 
designa tion of the Sabre squadron d is­
banded in Europe. This w ill allow the 
shi ft to be m:-ide without any decrease 
in number of the n-ine CF-100 
squadrons now on ai r defence d uty in 
Can:-ida . Pbns to form an :-idditional 
three CF-100 squad ro ns for Ca n:-ida, 
bri ng ing the total of home-based squad­
rons to twel l'c , were announced earlier 
this year. 

For a period of se veral months before 
each of the CF-100 sq uadrons is sched-
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ule<l to lea ve Canada, the 11ew squadro11 
will commence formin g . The pcrso 11 11el , 
aircraft and equi pment of this new 
sq uadron will be built up a11d carry 
out no rmal squadron training. This 
squadron wil l then come into official 
being with fu ll complement, and with 
a conside ra ble period of squadron trai11-
ing behind it, on th e departure of its 
companion un it fo r overseas. 

German Pilots 
The poss ib il ity of training German 

p ilots in Canada is und er co nsideratio11 
by the G ove rnment, according to a 
recent sta tement by Defence Minister 
Ra lp h Campney. 

T he USAF is al read y training Ge r­
man aircrew, and it is unders-tood 
NATO wan ts Canada to train Ger­
man pilots under its NA TO aircrew 
training program in Canada. 

Jet Trainers 
The RCAF has been taking second 

looks at the Percival Jet Provost and 
the F ouga CM- 170R Magister jet 
trainers, both of which were recent 

Cross Canada Record 
Two Sabre 6's from the RCAF's No. 

l O verseas Ferry Unit, St. Hubert, 
P.Q., set a new speed record for trans­
Canada flight on August 30, by fl ying 
from Sea [sland at VancouYer to 
HMCS Shearw:i ter. nea r Hali fa x, in 5 
hrs. 30 sec. el apsed time. A second 
section of two Sabres made the flight 
in slighrly lo nger time. 

The flight was organ ized to test the 
efficiency of rapid deployment of jet 
fighters . In case of emergency, re­
deployment of fighters might be neces­
sary and the RCAF wished to tes t in a 
small way the problems in volved in 
moving such forces. 

The first section fl ying twenty 
minutes ahead took five hours and 

LIGHTLY DOES IT: Lt .-Cdr. Stuart Soward of the RCN mod els the illuminated 
suit he devised for use by " batsmen" guiding carrier aircraft making night landings 
on HMCS Magnificent. Picture at right shows what naval pilot sees when approach­
ing carr ie r ot nig ht. Sui t makes use of lucite rods fasten e d to cove ralls . Rod s are 
lit by small bulbs. Lucite rods were also used to fashion paddle-shaped bats, these 
being lit by flashlights which compr ise the ir handles . lt.-Cdr. Soward was 
awarded $200 in recognition of his inventiveness. 
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thirty seconds and the second section, 
refueling twice, took five hours and 
twel ve minutes elapsed time. A forecast 
jet stream proved •to be not "entirely 
fa\'Orable", averaging only fifty knots. 

The flight distance was 2,740 statute 
miles using only one refuehng stop at 
Gimli. Using two stops, at Gimli and 
St. Hubert, P.Q., the distance was 
2.767 statute miles. 

First section pilots were Flight Lieu­
tenant Ralph Annis, leader of the 
group, and Flying Officer J. Childer­
hose. The second section pilots were 
Flying Officer B. J. McComiskey, 
Cranby, P.Q., and Flying Officer Bruce 
Merklinger of Oahille. Ont. 

The flight beat the exist ing record 
of 6 hrs. 13 mins. established by an 
RC!\' T-33 in Janu ary of this year. 

RCN on Mid-Canada 
Six Sikorsky HO4S-3 hdicopters of 

the RCN anti-submarine helicopter 
squadron, HS-50, will assist the RCAF 
this fall in maintaining an airlift of per­
sonnel and equip1rn:nt to the Mid­
Cana<la Line in the Labrador area. 

Due 1<, the urgen cy in completing the 
line l>1 l:11,u:,ry I. tk 11:1 \· al aircraft 

TRANS-CANADA RECORD: Four mem­
bers of the RCAF's I Overseas Ferry 
Unit flew Vancouver-Halifax recently in 
just over 5 hrs., o new record . They 
appear ot left, L to R: Flying Officer 
R. J. (Chick) Childerhose; Flying Of­
ficer "Bernie" McComiskey; Flight Lieu­
tenant Rolph Annis; and Flying Officer 
Bruce Merklinger. The photo ot top 
shows the two leading Sabres just after 
take-off from Seo Island Airport, Van­
couver. This section completed journey 
in 5 hrs. 30 sec., the second section 
mode it in 5 hrs. 12 mins. First section 
mode one refueling stop, second section, 
two. Previous record for the distance· 
was 6 hrs . 133 mins., mode in on RCN 
T-33. 

have been withdrawn from fall and 
winter sea exercises in the Bermuda 
area. The helicopters were remo\'ed 
from the aircraft carrier Magnificent to 
Shearwater for conversion senxing 
where their sonar equipment was ex­
changed for cargo handling apparatus. 

Approximately 50 officers and men 
are ser\'ing with the naYal helicopters 
which are operating out of Knob Lake. 
They were airlifted, along with the 
spares and equipment, from Shearwater 
to Knob Lake by the RCAF during 
September, and the helicopters were 
fe rried in shortly after. 

Centralia Primary FTS 
Beginning this month the flying 

training role of RCAF Station, Cent­
ralia , Ont., will he completely re­
\'ampcd. A new RCAF 'training unit , to 

be known as a Primary Flying Train­
ing School, equipped wi·th Chipmunk 
light trainers, will begin operations 
during October. 

The new school will centralize Chip­
munk primary pilot training in the 
regular RCAF, replacing the Har\'ar<l­
equippe<l flying Training School that 
has bc.:en hase<l at Centralia. 

All HCAF studrn1 pilots and NATO 

students undergoing pilot tra1111ng ill 
Canada will attend the new Centralia 
sd1ool heforc proceeding to one of the 
three Flying Training Schools at 
1\loosr }a\\', Sask .. Pcnhold. Alta. and 
Claresholm. Alta .. where they will ad­
Yance to Han-ar<l trainers. 

In addition to sen·ing as PFTS Ct·n­
tralia is the site of the l{CAF"s Pre­
flight School. whic h will remain there. 
This school is attended hy aircrc\\' 
trainees and proYides ac1Jemic instruc­
tion and serYice indoctrination prior to 
actual flying training. 

RCAF Comets 
The RCAF's Comet 1 A ·s now in the 

l1.K. for modifications. are expected 
back in sen·ice by mid-summer of 1957. 
according to Defence Minister Ralph 
Campney. The cost of the modifica­
tions, which are being ca rried out by 
The de HaYilland Aircraft Co. Ltd., is 
estimated at $400,000 each. The first of 
the jet airliners !eh Toronto for the 
U.K. 011 May 2'i , and the second late in 
July. 

Reserve Sabres Delayed 
Plans to equip th e RCAF resen-e 

squadrons with Sabre aircraft <luring 
September and October have b~en 
washed-out pending the return of Sabre 
aircraft now ·in service in Europe. 
Several of the reserve units haJ been 
notified to expect both Sabre and T-33 
aircraft by October. HoweYer, although 
the T-33's ha ve been deli\'ered in many 
cases. the Sabres are not expected until 
"close to th e end of th e year·· according 
to Group Capta in Ernest Alexa nd er. 
officer commanding !'s:o. 19 \Ving ( Re­
serve). Vancou\·er. 

NA TO Posting 
Air Commodore Victor S. J. Millard, 

former Chief of Materiel AFHQ, has 
been assigned to Hea<lq uarters Allied 
Air Forces Cen tral Europe (AIR­
CEl\'T) as Assistant Chief of Staff, 
Logistics. 

AIRCE!',:T is the largest of J\' A TO"s 
three air commands and has an oper­
ational strength of upwards of 2,000 jet 
aircraft. About two-thirds of the billion 
Juliar airfi.eld construction program 
now underway in Europe has been 
allocated to the Central Europe area 
as the responsibility of AIRCEl\'T 
logistics. 

Postings and Careers 
• Air Commodore Thomas Charles 

Dickens, CR, CBE, of the RAF, and 
former Assistant Chief of Staff at 
SHAPE has hcc.:n appointed head of 
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