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McPARLAN, Francis James “Jim”
Jim was born in Perth, Ontario on March 6, 1924. He enlisted in the Navy in 1942
and served with the 260th Canadian L.C. Infantry Large in England, Normandy,
Sicily and Salerno. He served as a Stoker on the ships during World War II and
survived the landing on the beaches of Normandy where he pulled a lifeline
through rough waters for the troops headed to the beaches. He crawled into the
tree line, tied the line taut and held strong until the last soldier was unloaded from
the landed craft. After a stint in the merchant navy, Jim returned to civilian life
and with wife Cecelia raised four daughters. After working 35 years in the aviation
industry with AVRO, De Havilland and McDonnell-Douglas, Jim retired with
Cecelia to Cookstown, ON. Jim became a dedicated president of the Alliston Sr.
Bowling league, member of the Alliston Legion for 26 years, and St. Paul’s
Church. On June 6, 2014, the seventieth anniversary of D-Day, at the age of ninety,
Francis James “Jim” McParlan passed away at his home in Cookstown.
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