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VANZANT, William Mark

William was born in Pilkington Township, Wellington South, Ontario on
October 20, 1919. He enlisted in the Air Force in 1942 and in 1943 was assigned
to a Halifax Bomber crew with the 434 Squadron, Thould Crew 18 during
World War 1l. ‘Failed to return’ from Nuremberg on August 27/28, 1943 as
they were shot down. Two crew members died; five became Prisoners of War.
He was held in Hut 36B at Stalag Luft 1\V-B near Mihlberg, Saxony from
August 30, 1943 until liberated by Soviet Red Army on April 23, 1945. At
Buckingham Palace, he attended a huge garden party that was hosted by King
George VI and his wife Queen Elizabeth for freed Prisoners of War. He returned
to Canada, married Betty Norrine Ennis on May 4, 1946. They lived in
Newmarket, Ontario and had four children: Brad, Terry, Linda and Nancy. He
worked at Avro Canada on the production line for Avro Arrow CF-105 until it
was cancelled in 1959; later at McDonnell Douglas Aircraft. He retired in 1974.
William passed away on March 8, 2007.
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