
Avro CF-100 
H [GH PO INT of the CF-IOO's year was its 

appearance at Farn boroug h where, in the 
sens iti ve hanJs of its master, T est Pilot Jan 

Zurakowski , it put on a J:izz ling d ispla y tha t exc ited 
much Lll·ora ble comment fro m observers from all 
over the worlJ. Partl y as a result of this perform­

ance, parth1 as a res ult of the a ircraft's good service 

recorJ, there is a growing fee ling, el'en among the 
det ractors of a few short yea rs ago, that the A vro 
C F - 100 1+ is one ol: th e best ope rational all-weather 
fight ers in the world . if ne t the best. 

E xact produc tion figu res on th e CF-I 00 a re clas­
sified in fo rm :1tion . but it is thoug ht that output nov.1 
exceeds +5 0 :vlk. + ·s, out of an order for approxi­
mately 600 . Pri or to the beg inning of Mk . + produc­
tion in 1953 . 82 ea rlier ve rsions we re built, including 

the two prototypes. ProJuction of the Mk. +, which 

was up to :1bout 25 per month at one time, was 
reJuced to so me I O per month earl y last year, in 
order to make work stretLh out until the CF- [05 
was on st ream. 

The ,\.- lk. + no w equi ps nine RC.-\ F home defence 
squadrons and so me time this year fo ur of No. l 
Air Di1·ision's squ :1drons are go in g to beco me all­

weather uni ts fl yi ng the big , bold C F-IOO's . This 

wi ll bri ng the nulllber of CF-100 sq uadrons to 13, 
and while. on the face of it. th is would imply that 
more CF-IO(J's will according ly be required, in actua l 
fact, these new squ:1drons will probabl y get the air­
craft tha t were originall y intended for the aux iliary 
squadrons. T-Iowe,·e r. there are some inJications that 
furth er home defen ce squad rons lllay be formed to 

fill in the gaps left when the RC .-\F deciJed that 
the CF -100 was too much airplane fo r rese rvists. 

There a re also persistent reports that \,Vest Ger­
many w ill acquire some CF-lOO's for her new air 
force, either through Mutual AiJ or as a "cash on 
the b:urelhead'' sale. Meanwhile . .-\no A ircraft sales 

executi1es are extolling the I irtues of the CF-I 00 in 
man y other fr iendly countries besides \,Vest Ge rman y; 
they are in ,1 posi tion to back up th ei r sales pitch 
w ith the promise of e:1rl v del ive ry. ow ing to the 
product ion c1pacity maJe a\·ailable as a result of last 

year's stretc hout. 
lvfe:rnwhile. a new 1·ersion of the CF-100, the 

Mark 5, has made its appearance ( a photograph ap­
pears elsewhere in this issue) . Superficially, the i\t[k. 
5 di ffers from the \,[k . + in that about 3 feet !us 
been aJd ed to each wing tip: the tailplane has bee n 
modified as 11·ell. :ipparently by the extens ion of each 
tip. Accord ing to re ports. the a ircraft has been 
lightened hv the re111 01·:tl of some of the hea vy 

:irmament, a refe rence that would be to the Yentral 
gun pack. The main effec t of these modifications 
is to raise the operational cei li ng to some 50,000 
feet ( figures ,1s high as 55 ,000 feet h:i ve been 

quoted). 
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Span, 52 ft. 

Le ngth: 54 ft. , 8 in. 

He ;ght , 15 ft., l ;n. 
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