
Mrs. Cheryl Gallant (Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke, CPC): Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to pay tribute to Janusz Zurakowski who passed away yesterday after a long and 
courageous battle with cancer. 

On March 25, 1958 this slight, unassuming man climbed aboard Avro Arrow RL-201 
and became an icon in Canadian history as the first test pilot to fly the Avro Arrow. Jan 
was already a legend and a hero having defended his native Poland as a fighter pilot 
when the Nazis attacked in September 1939. He went on to distinguish himself by flying 
Spitfires during the Battle of Britain. 

On July 26, 2003 in the village of Barry's Bay, a park and museum were dedicated to 
this gentleman. They serve as a fitting tribute to an extraordinary aviator whose courage 
and skill have contributed to the advancement of aviation in Canada. On that day I had 
the privilege of presenting a Queen's Jubilee medal to Mr. Zurakowski. 

Jan, safe journey on your final flight to touch the face of God. 

* * * 




