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R3: &SOHE BEIEFR THPRESSICHDS O VISIT 10
EMARDS AIR BASE, AND B-52 E(IEYIWS
O JUNL 20TH AND 2137, 1955,

kr, FeCarty erd the writer visitod Edmrds
Air Twse end mtitended the I.4.5. Confidential leoting on the
h-82 on Wodnesday and Thursdoy, June Z0th end 21st.

r:oglo(voko 11&!‘{2.1" &t E&sards Alr Dose

-~

Clsoussliors with ly, 8, Becler, Chlel cf
Flight Research and Developrent, and br. Je weil, Crict of
Dynanics ——

Aalrcrallt Ssen; Bell X1
Bell X2
Douglas 33
Feloonel) F-101
Conveir XFI02 & F1024

ke also szr clhor pesearch alrerafli, $nc~
Tuding & varisble wing swoeop alrcraft, wiich I believs 4
called the YX5%, and e the N-50 lawching pletfomm for tha
7Y series glreraft,
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The i3 has been to a Mach nmusber well ex-
ceading 2, and har had g rusber of protless, inciudins bel
roll-yaw characteristios induced by inertia ecupling, due to
ths loug and hecvy fiselage and the very swall wings, 1 was
elzo purprisod to learn that tids salrcreft, which has etraight
wings, of very low aspect ratic, had & tendency to pitch up
en cccasien, dus to tip stalling, and the L,A.Ceks pocple
s8aid that there was a coertaln amount of evidence tha' pltch-up
was not necessarily confined te highly swept alrcralt,

Apparently, the alrcraft lands sl about 200
knoie,
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This 4s the fully ares ruled Cenvalr F-102,
and somo rather interesting pointz camo ocut of owr discussicns
with the flight teet people on this, :

Tre large eids fairings sdlacent to the
nczzle at the rear of the fuselage gawe & marked redustion in
drag and, mpporently, almcst made ths éifference belwesn
subncnic and supersocnie flight.

: The firensos ratlic increass achlieved by
L7 mg, the length of tle rose bad glep decreazed the drag
bty aprrocismately the anount calowlsled,

The mie“‘;{_, of Lhe fuselare for ares rule
bhad epporently nol shown the galie envisagsd,

; G%ﬂﬁrﬁlly, the FH.h.Cake sliSht tent Freqgesity]
felt that the F-102 problems were now sorting themselves out,
end that slthoush there was siill scme plich-up and direction-
gl Inclekilily, this eircralt represented the most advanced
etste of t‘m aﬂ. for & Ml} memt-«ml pestucticn sireraft,
The, particulorly mentioned ﬁ‘.at the actwl pltcheun o

icw tect wuo congidarably lecs than thal odlained i the
wind twwel, and they believed thzt they could remove the
ferces altogother witheut increaring the pltch-wp aprresistly.

Felormell P-101

Performance-wise, thery consider thatl tle
rcharnell F-103 &8 superior teo the F-102, FEowever, they man-
ticned that they wure having mers siructwral and a&rsd;m&zic
problexs with this gircraft than with any oller supersenic
aircrafls It haz @ marved pitch-up which has been diffieult
to cure, &nd hus bad poll-yaw characteristics dus to inertia
esupd n,;, Tuoy heve &lso hed sane Cf buffet problems, and the
gircruft 4s restricted 4n altitudes gt the pressat tioe to
arew s l‘u’.ﬁ‘v‘ to LSQCOQ fa@tc

They felt that & lot of effccl would be
reguired to degl with theso probless, bul considered thal ance
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they ware cured thies would be & very good sircraft due

to its very high perfermance, They did agree that it is
also o thoit sircraft, end landing and teke-off speods are
extrewsly bigh.

Ther said that this adrcrafl hod less _
vigep than eny of the cen \m:pcrar'f supersenic alreraft, but
~t the ganc tizs pointed ovt that its especity for carrying
WoLpert, Late, fts wie & & deferce weapnn, was inferior to
tle F-101 end F-l02,  ther alse felt that, due to the high
wing leading, tiere o o plteh-ur tendencios due te tip
grallins ot h- ot spea?, stuller to iz 53, Inertla ecunler
will gisc prevotly be o profler on trhds pliresaft dus to its
gicilority te the i P
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 The caln polnts in the Confidertial Erief-
ing on tus B-52 were ac follows,

4

Ui i the exd of tar, the B=52 fligt test
vehicles hed dur 12,007 heurs of fiying, involving 2,000
flightr, ard it hos tiz pecirdy .,lt. rrcord of belng operation~
&l for more thisn TiY of the time 4t tus beer &l ths t.m‘
establidclne ta,

: Trey lave dorne a consideralile gocunt of
ground runninz, md, fsr instance, have run all ergines for
five houra coriinuously with weter injecticon, which 4s eguiv-
alent to 2,000 howe of ﬁ‘g" testing, wittet anr advarse
effecie dr 10 f&i.’_g“&’* etn, In thair flivh‘t re~-fuslliing
pregreity the, heove tronsforred over 6,0 C{:"‘* kg, of fml.

Thefir everass flieht t'w per nxth per a.:*c t2ft haz been
elees te foriy hours, The alrcraft has beer r‘fe&*: un te
£50,000 1be, groos wely ,.‘.. — thr tulix~off sroed at that wolicht
i gromd 14D }fnr::.m.

Tex Jelusen, the Chiel Tert Pilot, said
that there wire nz rezl viess on the alrereft, and that
gcould ccutrel it witl cne Fand widsr pogt conditienz of flight.
They have fimn the aircraft ur te fach %3 4n a dive, -
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