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IO years fater, aarorrner',:

By

,:}

The

Some 3,@0 weie Iater
hired-

"The day of thd bomber
was over,',lte said yesterday
m an ulterytew.

He said it would have cost
$780,000,000 for 100 An'ows -

governrent had decided to

rroI4r
DAVE IIcINTOSH

OTTAWA (CP)

- 
It was all very

Iegal.
otTake noticer,, the

telegram said, 6'that
your eontracts bear.
ing the reference
nurnbers set out be-
Iow includiug all
amendments thereto
are hereby terminated
as regards all suppiies
and services n'hich
have not been com.
pleted and shipped or
performed there-

, under prior to the re-
ceipt by you of this
notice . . .t'

The telegrame
from the defence pro-
dueliou department
to A. V. Roe Canada
Ltd., IO years ago to-
day, u'as the leath
notice for the CF-lOs
Arrory jet intercep-
tor.

Avro Arrorv during a 19bg test flight.
Mr. Diefenbaker said ttre

13gge.-of the Arrow was omly
250 miles.

He said Awo throuEht it.
couldr "m,ilk the Cailadian

Daxpayer like a oow fotrever."

"The cornpany tried to sell
that plane all over the world.
I't couldn't because the cost
was too high . . .

"When a government



t-r)

FDE's views are urnehan$ed

"The decision was right but
the result was tragic."

Avro was established in
1945 when the Hawker Sidde-
ley Group of Britain took
over the $7,000,m0 wartime
government aircraJt ptrant at
Malton, Ont., for an invest-
ment of $2,000,0@.

AVRO SOLD the govern-
m ent some $1,m0,000,000
worth of subsonie CF-100 in-terceptors and in 1953
launched the supersonic CF-
105, als on the financial ba-

reached that aurount and
there was still four years of
wo,rk ahead.

On Sept. 23, 1958, Mr. Die-
fenbater announeedr that Can-
ada would acguire the Bom-
arc anti-bomber ncissile and
that a final deeision on the

e made by

put on Mr-
the military
continue the

project was prodigiurs.

TIIERE WERE dire warn-
ings ttrat eancellatiou would

There were even veiled
threats conveyed to Mr. Die-
fenbaker by self-appointed ia-
termediaries that L e s I i e

pre-
pull

nder

: DiCfen
makes decisions on the basis
of politics, there is no leader-
ship i,n that government. The
only question rvas: Was the
project right? It was wrong
and that was the end of it.

, "The company, however,
thought trhat its field day willh
expenditures w,ould continue
for years to come. trt didn't,"

MOST IVILNARY 1VIEN
now concede that, strategical-
ly, Mr. Diefenbaker's dedsion
was correct. Even today,

reeovered fro,rn the Arrow's
demise.

Po'liticully, the decisiour waa
disastrous for Mr. Di€fiembak-
er.

popularity staxted its steep
slide to the minority govern-
rnen:t of 1962, the defeat of
1S3 and his ousting as Con-
servative leader in 1967.

TECHNOLOGICALLY, t.he
decision was almost as disas-
trous today
does many
could equate
scientA wistful question is often
asked here: Wh,at if all those
Avro sciendsts and engineers
had been put onto prdblems
lile rtbanization, transporta-
tion, bousing, pollution?

But the trained team. broke
up and dispersed. Many drift-
ed to the U.S. and Britain.
Some are working on the U.S.
Apollo moon project.

One insider said yesterday:

'The day of thd bomber was oyer'

Word got around that Avro , coukl not have been
was urpplying free to all tele- , drambtically illistrated
vision statious for showing lt was on Oct. 4, lgi7.
Sund,ay, Feb. 22, 1959, ,a film :' Arrro' had chosen that day
ilh:strating the glories of the for its formal roll-out 'of the
Arrow. Arrow before thousands of

The film, as Conservative guests who had been hand-
Senator Dayid Walker said somely wined end dined.

Unfortunately for the com.
pariy, Russia had chosen thd
same daY : 1q launch the

the plane's obsolescence world's first earth satellite.

more
than


