
The lncredible Dogsbody
llettc/t for thc: 5ft1,-Purl Brickhill

( Williarr (lollins Sons & Courprrry
C:rnada I ,tcl.. Tt'rronto. 3tl.t pagcs. illus.
$J.50 ).

Paul Brickhill rs au ex-ItAAF hghter
pilot lvho has a uniclue. and nou, r.vell

knon,n talent for telling stories of ad-
i'enture ancl daring. His earlier r.r,orks

have included "The (ireat Escape" ancl
"-I'he I)am Busters". both rales that
were as spine-tingling as they were rrue .

ln Reach .for the S{y, Author Brick-
hill has rvith his usual skill brought his
sights to bear on one of the ruost in-
credible characters to ernrrge lrcirl the
World War tl holocaust-Douglas
Bade r ( prt.,nourrccd lJahdcr), il man
to u,horn the lt-rss ol both legs prescntecl
onlv a challer)gc, nor :r handicap, ancl
rvhose :rbility ro alnaze his friends rvas
cxceeded only by his talent for con-
founding his encmies.

"I)ogsbody". as hc becarne knon,rr
as a re sult oi rhe large idenrifying "D13"
pair-rted on his a.ircrafr, r,vas w,idely
rcgarde.J as rhe best lighter leader and
tactician of World War II, having been
resnonsible in large degree ior tht:
developmcnt oi the tactics rr,hich r.r,erc
so successful in be:rting oil the [{un
whe n he q,'as ilr thc peak oi his
strength. 'I'hough IJa<.ler rvas c;rpturcd
q,hen l9.ll was not ruuch more than
scVert lnonths gonc, he neYertheless
even then had a personal score oi 30
enemy aircraft destroyed (plus a rrurn-
ber ot probables. and urany "trigh-
tened"). Uddly cuough. as Lromc out
by his perionlance, his legless state had
no ellect on his piloting skill, rvhich
wns corrsidered exceptiofial by iluy
standartls.

A large porrioil oi Redc'h t'or the Skv
is rorrccrrred with the:rlrrrost lour \c;rrs
that l)or-rgl:rs Bader languished in cap-
rivitv, though "languished" is rrrr un,
rJcrstaicrlertt oi the rnosr e.\uel1e sort.
It appears likely fix1 rhe Germ;rns
quickiy rcachccl rhe srage where if
thcr ,,,ttltl lr;trc rlt,,ughl ()l :r rc:rs()t)
,rhlc cxcuse to ship rhis trtltutt ttrriblc
lrack t<, his honrcland, rirey ivor-rlcl iravc
tlorte so ,"r,ith indecent lraste. Sei'eral
tirnes he provoked his ceptors until
thcy *,ere liter;rlly ol tht- r'crgc ril'
strooting hirir. Lt une hilarioris incitL-rrt,
lllc ( rrfil[llls lUfr)c(l (,ul J (L,tnl,ilil) r'l
i7 lrrllr.arrletl t,rl.lic.rs to t('rc( Hl(lcr

5{}

to tnovc to anothe r lrrison carnp. Badcr.
vl,ho u,ent ',l,ithout f rotest so ils to ilvoi(l
starting troulrlc irr u'hich sorner ol his
ieLlorv prisorrers nright get iniurrrl.
i:alrnly inspected the (]ernrun gulrcl
before being marched arvav uncle r their
surveillancc.

Much oI Baderr's grcat spirit is plair-riy
attributable to his acute sense of hurrrrr.
He seerls to lrale beerr that rare sort
o{ leade r u'ho could inspire ',r,orship
froin those rvho follow,ed hirn, though
as is alu ays the c;lse rvith such clon-
inant personalitics. there $'rrs rhc occa-

sional incliviclual on uhoru llacler had :r

.rrttcrvhtt ltd r crsc rtlcct .

[1t this ll<-,ok has one rveakness, ir is
probably that the biogrupher has falleu
victitn to his sub ject's charn.r i in orrc
or: two spots t\{r. Brickhill srumlrlcs
into a quagrlire oi hero u'orship and
w,ith sorr-re dilficulty strugglcs back onro
the somewh:rt hrrner ground ot relative
objectivity. The booh's ending has a

slightly rr-raucllin touch rhat seenrs e

little out oi characrer. Still. tlader has-
;rnd contilrues to <]o so-sct [or his
felloq, nr;rn unparallelecl e-rrmplcs o1]

courage that rarc sort r-rl nen,e]ess
bra!er1, that actu:rlly finds jov irr battlc.

and that even rarer sort of cheerful
courage that tran-rples down the most
appalling obstacles to a fuIl and happy
life. Bader has both in full measure.

New Texfbook
RCFCA Ground School Manual-

compiied by the Royal Canadian F1y-
ing Clubs Association (Sir Isaac Pitman
& Sons (Canada) Ltd., 381 Church St.,

Toronto" 367 pages, illus., $7.00).

The RCFCA has been long in labor
in bringing forth its new Ground
School Manual but the result is un-
dou,btedly worthy of the efiort. The
successful production of the Manual
wil1, however, leave a large gap in the
programs o{ business for discussion at
the annual RCFCA meetings. The
delegates to these meetings will feel as

if they have lost an old friend.

The Manual is really a superior text-
book which will prove indispensable
to those working towards their private
or commercial licenses. The fact that
it is a Canadian book, written by Cana-
dians, for Canadians and covering
Canadian conditions and requirements,
is an added fillip.

Our only criticism is that during its
lengthy production it appears that some
o{ the text has become dated, and this
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