
Neptune Deliveries 
The first Lockhee<l P2V-7 Neptunes 

to go in to service with the RCAF 
arri ve<l at RCAF Station Greenwoo<l 
N .S., at March 's en d. Two aircra f; 
w e re invol ved in thi s initial <lelivery, 
which wi ll be followeJ by others to 

East Coast maritime squa<lrons, an<l 

later to the 'vVest Coast unit. 
The RCAF's P2V-7's <liffer from 

the U.S. ve rsion in that they Jo not 
ha,-e the two un<lerwing jet 1;0Js with 
which the L'SN model is Fine<l to 
supplement the basic two W ri.rht 
Turbo-Co m poun<l powerplants. The 
:1irc rJtr are <lesigned fo r rapi<l co 1l\'er­
sion to use as bo mbe rs. mine-laye rs. or 
to qi e<lo bombers. The long grotesq ue 
tailcone hou ses magnetic <letection 
equipment fo r spotting underwater 
craft. Under the belly is J l:_irge rJ­
dome for the Jntenna of powerful :iir­
borne radar equipment. A. co nsp icuous 
fe,tture of the P2 V-7 is its 70 ·million 

candlepower searchlight for surface 

searching. 

CF-100 Trio to U.K. 
Three RCAF r\ v ro CF- I00's h:l\e 

go ne overseas fo r a tour of se rvice 
with the RAF's Central Fighter Estab­
lishment in Engla nd . The first CF-
100's to cross the Atlantic, these air­
craft :ire being used to chec k-out R.--\F 
crews fo r participation in normal air 
defence techniques being carried out 
bv the Establishment. 

Crew members fo r the ferry /-lig!u 
were : Fly111g Officer F. C. Black Fly­
ing Officer W. B. Sterne. Fl ying Offic~r 
C. R. Stampe. Flying Officer C. R. 
Embury. Flight Lieutenant P. E. 
Etienne, and Flying Officer H . G . 
\[ei nert . 

The three CF-I00 's n1.1de the cross­
ing as a part of Operation Random 
Tweh·e. which i1woh·ed some 27 other 
jet aircra ft. Included were T -33 AN 
Sih·er Stars ,1nd 'vfk. 2 Sabres. all of 
whi..:h :_ire e,·entuallv destined fo r 

Turkey ,rnd Greece as 
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part of C rnada 's 
\ futLial .-\id ..:o ntribution. .-\!ready 
painted in th e colors of these countries. 
the Sabres and T-33' s First we m to 

\ fanchester. Erigla nd. fo r o,·erhaul and 
in stallation of instruments :_ind simila r 

ancilbrv equipment. printed in the :ip­
propri:ite l:tngu,1gc . 

The l'erry I-light \\'as led bv Squad­
ron Leader R. G. Middlemiss, com­
m:indi ng ofticer of No. 1 O\'erse:is 
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Ferry Uni t. The unit, w hich is base<l 
at St. Hubert, P.Q., was fo rmed la st 
ye:_ir to hand le the ferryi ng overseas of 
all je t :_iircraft. S ince its inception , No. 
1 OFU has delivered well ove r 250 je t 

aircraft to E urope. 

3 OTU on the Move 
Now un der way is the shift from 

North Bay, On tJ r io, to Cold Lake. 
Alberta, of the RCAF's No. 3 All­
Weather OperJtio nal Training Unit. 
The 1110\'e, which is in :_iccordance with 
est:iblishe<l RCAF plans acco rdi ng to 

AFHQ, is to be compl eted by about 

the end of / une . 
The shi ft is designed to enable the 

aircrews of C F -100 fighter Jircraft. 
while undergoing their :1d\':111ced tr::iin­
ing, to use the new :_iir weapons rJnge 
1n the Cold L:_ike a rea , which is ap­
proximately 100 miles northeast of Ed­
monton. 

The RCAF emph:_isizes that North 
Bay will not be closed down. but will 
co ntinue JS a base for :_ill-weather 
fig h te r sq uadrons, in ::iddition to tech ­
nica l tr:_iining units related to se rvicin" 
and maintenJnce of CF-!O0' s. 
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Movement of the OTU fro m North 
B:_iy will mean an in itial red uct ion of 

se\·n: il hundred ,t:ni,·c pc:><,,,1w! .11 the 
1!,1t io 11. , F I !<) po111t, nu t. howc·,·cr. 

tha t this reduc tion w ill he large ly oiT­

sct as long-range p lans for the stat ion 

develop . 

No. 3 All-Weather OTU is Jcs igncJ 
to train aircrew to operat iona l standard s 
in :_ill-weather fighter inte rcepto r o pera­
tio ns necessary to m eet aircraft build­
up :_i nd aircrew requirements of newly ­
fo rmed CF- I 00 sq u:_idron s. Pilots and 
r:_idio-na vig:nors co n vert to CF-l0O's at 

the U n it, an d practice interceptio ns are 
ca rried out under all-we:_ither co ndi ­
tio ns with the a id of radar. utilizi ng 
B-25K Mitchell s. T -33AN Sih e r Stars. 
an<l CF- I 00 's. 

RCAF Station Cold Lak e we1s offi­
cia ly opened on April I, 195+. De­
scribed as being one o f the most mod ­
ern of its kind in North Amer ica, the 
station proper covers an area I ½ miles 
squa re. [t is located on the frin1re of 
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the bomb111g & g u nnery r:_inge, which 
covers approxim:1tely three millio n 
acres. leased from the provinces of A l­
berta and Saskatchewan. 

Velvet Glove 
First in J continuing series of air 

tests on guided missi les is being c:u­
ned out at the RCAF's new air 
weapons range Jt Cold Lake, Alberta, 
acco rding to J n AFHQ announcement. 

RCAF NEPTUNES ON GUARD: Deliver ie s ha ve rec ently commenced on th 
~ockheed P2~-7- Neptune, which the RCAF has purchased for service with its mari~ 
1":'e reconna,ssa_nce sq_uadrons on Canada 's east and west coa sts. The first ma-

chines ore now 1n service at Greenwood N S RCAF P2V 7 d • t h I w • h ' • • - oes not incorporate 

f
eth';'0 . estfing ouse J -3 4 jet pods which are a feature of the U .S Navy's vers·10 

o 1s 01rcro t . • n 

55 




