
By JOAN BRADBROOKE 

Now Lord Pakenha m, Mini ster of 
C iYil A via tion is understood to have 
represented stz'ongly to the Boards of 
the t\\'o corporations th e need to re­
duce on:rheads and staff at all levels. 
In addit ion , he has nomin ated Si r 
(;eo rgc C ribbet t D eputy Secretarv of 
th :: ~•[in :stry of' C iYi l :\,iation , r~ be 
assoc iateJ \,·ith 11.0 .. -\ .C. and F. T. 
Bird, head of the Economic and ln ­
Le ll;gencc Di\'is ion of the Ministry, to 
be associated \\'ith B.E.A.C. in the 
overhaul of th eir organizations. Dras­
tic m ea~ ure~ a re expected-and needed. 

Briti sh Correspondent, Aircraft and Airport As mentioned la st month, in hi s 
Fou rth British Ccm mon \\'ea lth and 
Empire Lecture, P. C. Masefield 
( TY rectur Ge neral of Long T erm Plan­
ning and DeYelopment. \ 1[ini stry of 
C1\·i l A \·ia ti o 11 ) estimated that ove r­
heads a t prese nt a\·eraged betwee n 
-tO"~ and 70° ~ of the tota l costs of th e 
main airlines of th e V/orld . Both 
B.O.A .C. and B.E.A .C . ;,re beli eved to 
he in the higher r;1nges . 

c;rea t Britain has lost the m ost 
famous aeroplane in the \Vorld- the 
original \Vright biplane in which the 
·w right Brothers mad e the first pow­
ered flight on a hea\' ier-than-air craft 
on D ece mber 17, 1903. Since 1928 
this hist oric machine ha s h eld the 
place of honor in the Science Mus­
eum at South K ensington , except 
during the \\'ar, when it was dism an­
tled and stored in a deep underg round 
shelter in the west of England. Now, 
in accordance wi : h the wi shes of the 
late Orvi ll e Vhight , it ha s been tak en 
down and is to be returned to the 
U nited Sta tes whe re it w ill be pre­
served by the Smithson ian Institution 
at V-1ashington. In it s place at the 
Science Museum is a replica ( except 
for a wooden engi ne ) built hy the de 
1-ia\'illand T echni cal School. 

Brabazon Costs 

From the Wright Brothers biplane 
with its spa n of 40 ft. and 12 h.p. 
engine to the Brabazon I with its spa n 
of 230 ft and eight engines, each de­
\·eloping 2500 h.p.-such is th e pro­
g ress of av iation in 45 years. 

First flight of the Brabazon l , now 
nearing completion, h as been postpon­
ed until 1949. A lthough it had been 
hoped that the flrabazor. would fly 
thi s year , th e post ponem r.: nt is not 
une xpected and now th at th e season 
of ra in and fog has descended upon us, 
it seem s onl y reasonable not to push 
the fina l assembly but to wait another 
few month s. In any case, delays in a 
project of this type are inevitable. 

G. R . Strau ss, Minister of Supply, 
who recently visited Bri stol and in­
spected th e Brabazo n , g;rve th e latest 
est imate for a ll -in rnst of the first two 
prototypes as [, 12,000.0()() . Thi s sum 
includes [, '),(i00,000 for the assembly 
hangar and runw;,i ys at Filton . The 
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ultimate fig ure \\ •; }! probably be still 
higher than th e µresen t £ 12.000,000 
million; if only beca use ot the persi s­
ten t trend to\\'ard s rising costs in 
eve rything 

Airline Losses 

Briti sh Ci\' il Aviation is an expen­
si \·e business altogether. Twelve mil ­
lion po un ds seems an enormous sum 
for two prototype a ircraft; but it is 
li ttle m ore than the lo~ses expec ted 
from the three British ai rline corpora­
ti ons. The reports and acco unts of the 
three co rporations fo r the financial 
year ended March 3 1, 1948 a re to be 
presented to parliament in ·ovember. 
Combined losses of B.0.A.C., B.E.A.C. 
a nd 13.S.A.A. a re expec ted to be so me 
f 11.000,000. In 19-+6-47 B.O .AC . and 
B.E.A.C. had total losses of [ 10,214 ,-
27-t and B.S .. t\.A . sh owed a small pro­
lit. Thi s year all three los t money and 
drast ic ac ti on is expec ted to be taken 
to redu ce overheads. 

B.0.A.C. and B.E.A.C. haYe been 
re-orga nizing fo r some m onths and 
ha ve made som e reduction s in sta ff . 

EXPERIMENTAL 

All three British corporation s h;1 d 
ope rating diffic ulti es in 1947-48 :rncl 
those Ji ffic ulti es ha "e not been 
ease,-1 for 1948-49. The m ove nf 
B.0.A .C.'s base from l\fo ntreal to F il ­
ton and th e conseq uent reduction in 
C onstellat ion services across the Athn ­
ti c will affect ope rations adversely . 
B.S.A.A.'s holdup w ith . Tudors thi s 
year will probably accou nt fo r most 
of its losses. Difficulti es such as these 
are likely to continue for anoth er yea r 
or two, hence th e neces,i ry for drasti c 
red ucti on of O\'e rheads and st ream­
lined organi z.rtions \\'h cre,·e r possible. 
L a test figures for the staffs of th e 
corpora tions ~,re: H.O .:'\.C:. . approxi­
mately 20,000: B.E. A.C about 7,000: 
and B.S.A.A .. some 1,700. 

JET AIRLINER 

The Avro Tudor 8, the world's first ex peri montol four-jet airliner ,,;ode its initial flig~I 
during September. Powered by four Rolls -Royce Nenes, the Tudor 8 has o service 
ceili ng of 44 ,000 feel and a maximum cruising speed of 350 mph at 25,000 feet. Its 
length is 85 feet 3 inches. sp an 120 feet , heig ht 24 feet, and all up weight 80,000 I bs. 
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The Berlin Air Lift 

Detail specifica ti on of the (reighter 
version of the Tudor which B.O.A.C. 
is to use, and which is to be given a 
new name, is expected to be completed 
shortly. Meanwhile Avros are continu­
ing prnduction of other Tudors, in­
cluding a small number of Tudor 8's 
fo r the Ministry of Supply and six 
Tudor 5's . The prototype of the latter 
has been bought by .\ irl-light Ltd., 
Air Vice-Marshal Bennett's company, 
a nd f-i ve others a re to be used by 
B.S.rL\. on the Berlin ..-\ ir Lift. 

R. O .. \ .C. has al so joined the Air 
Li ft , seconding se,·cn Dakotas and 

. twenty-ri ve Al'i ng crews. together wi th 
ground staff. under the command of 
Captain ?\igel Pel ly, one of the Cor­
poration ·s most expe rienced pilots. 

Latest rec ru it to the Air Lift is the 
Handley PagL: H as ting, newest, biggest 
and fastest R.A.F. tran sport. No. -17 
Squadron Ti ansport Command, first 
,quadron to be equ ipped with the Has­
tings, was sched ule<l to leave for 
Germany at the beginning of Novem­
ber, to be followe d by a second Hast­
ings stpiadron later in the mont½. 

New Jet Fighter Variants 

The D. H. Vampire has appeared in 
new fo rm as the Mk. 5 ground attack 
fighter. Basically similar to the Mk. 3, 
it ha s clipped wi ng tips and provision 
fo r removable bomb ge:i r and rocket 
projectile fittin gs under the outer and 
inner m:iinpbnes. I t is armed with 
fo ur 20 mm. guns, aud can carry 
eight 60 lb. rocket projecti les, two 
500 lb. bombs or two 100 gal. fue l 
tanks, or t\\'o l ,OCO lb. bombs. The 
military load has little effect on the 
perfo rma nce of the Vampire which 
looks as if it would become as versat ile 
as its fo rebear; the Mosquito. 

The :V[k. 5 is ge1 1erally similar to the 
Vampire Mks. 6 and 50 wh ic h are 
hei ng ~upplied to Switzerland and 
Sweden, except that the latter have 
D. H. Gobl:n 3 jet uni ts, instead of 
the Gob lin 2 of the :Vfk . 5. The C oh­
lin 3 is rated at 3,300 lb. S.T., 300 II.,. 
up 0 11 rhe Gobli n 2. hence the ·'expllr t' ' 
versions of the Vampire h:.i ve a sligh t­
ly hig her pe rformance top speed of 
5-16 m.p.h. 

A new ,·e rsion of the Gloster Me­
teor, the \[k. 8, is expected in se rvice 
soon. 'vVi th the long-nosed fuselage 
and clipped Wings . it w ill be equipped 
with an ejector-sea t and wi ll be the 
first Brit ish fighter in regular service to 
incorpor::.te this feature 
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PROTECT YOUR AIRPORT 
Investment with 
JENNITE ''J-16'' 

"J-16" when applied to a surface becomes a 
bonded, tough, durable, NON-SKID sheet of pro­
tecting film which seals the surface and effec­
tively resists agents of destruction. It is the ONLY 
Coal Tar Pitch emulsion - Is furnished in a form 
which requires NO HEATING - Is applied cold 
and unlike all other forms of Coal Tar Pitch, 
"J-16" has no flow point at ANY Temperature 
(will not soften - Is unaffected by Cold. "J-16" 
will bond ANY clean surface and will DRY 
within a few hours after application. 

JENNITE "J-16" gives protection to asphalt run­
ways and taxi strips from unf.avourable effects 
of jet powered aircraft on asphalt pavements. 

JENNITE gives protection against these deteri­
orating influences-Water (Rain or Snow), Frost, 
Rays of the Sun, Gasoline dripping and Oil, 
Acids and Salts. 

For Full Particulars Call Canadian Distributors 

J. E. GOODMAN SALES LTD. 
13 7 Wellington Street West TORONTO, Ontario 

Desirable territories open throughout Canada 
for representation 
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