Backed Arrow

Mr. Hawe
Regrets
- Jet Fate

The man who promoied the
Arrow program in -the -St'
Laurent government said yester-
day he was sorry -to see il
abandoned. . - :

[ C. D. Howe, former defense
production minister, emerging
'fl'nm a directors' mecting at
|Bay Street offices of -Rio-Tinlo
Mining Co. of Canada, com-
mented:: : : i

“I am sorry. {0 see a program
!abandnned that interested me
‘very much.” he said. - ]

He said the costs of the pro-
[Bram were a ferrible load ancd
the present Government must
have decided the costs were Loo
great,

“The cost of the Arrow cer-
tainly astonished me,"” said Mr.
Howe.

The former produetjon min-
ister, who now calls himself a
privale cilizen with  private
interests, defended the initial
decision to proceed with the
Arrow, a decision reached aller
the joint chiels of staff con-
vinced Mr. Ilowe the conlro-
versial plane was vital to the
[country’s defense. [

“It scemed like the right'
‘lhing to do at the time,” he
said. “We were convinced {he
plane would be needed for al
lleast 10 years.” ) al
' However, he admitied yester-|
|day, the rapid development of!
|eleclroniCs and guided missiles, !
overtook the Arrow. |
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