
Backed Arrow 

Mr. Howe 
Regrets 
Jef Fate 

-- The man who promoted thq 
Arrow 'program in · the ,St ' 
Laurent government said yestcr-1 
day he was_ sorry -to see il 
abandoned. . -

C. D. Howe, former defense 
production minister, emerging 
from a directors' mectin11 at 
Bay Street offices of Rio -Tinto 

I Minin.!( Co. of Canada, com-
1 
mcn(ed: - _ • : 

"I am sorr,·. lo sec a program 
J abandoned that interested .me 
1 very milch." he s;iid. _- _ 
I He _s;iid the costs o!, lhl" pi·o-

l l?t·am wer<' a l.crribk load .:inrl 
fhP p1·esenl Governme,nt mu. t 
have decided lhe costs \\'ere too 
gt'<'al . 

"The cost of the Arrow rer­
lainl.v astonished me," said Mr. 
Howe. 

'l'he form er production min­
ister. who now ca lls him.~elf a 
pril•ale cil 1zcn wilh prival <' 

• illf<'rcsls, defended the init la ( 
d<'<:islon lo proceed with the 
Arro,1·. a decision reached after 
llie j oint chif'fs of staff con­
vinced Mr. 1Ioi1•e the. contro­
vers ial plane was vital to the 
country's dcfcnsc. • , 

"It seemed like the 1·ighl I 
thing to do at the time." he 
5aid. "We were convin<'ed the 
plane would be needed for at 
lca~t _10 ;vears." _ . / 

However, he admitted Ye.~ler- 1 
day, the r apid development of ! 
electronics and guided missi1es,

1
! 

overtook the Arrow. 




