
aviation intelligenCe
Avcar First Fliqht

According to IJ. S. sources, Awo Aircrcft Co. wilt fly its
secrecy-shrouded Avcar qn Iull_l4. Tlre so-cslled "flying scucer"
projecf is being developed with Ir. S. Army funds.

Production Shcr,ring Quiz
The Boeing Airplcne Co., Seottle, Wqsh., hqs circulqted o

reply-poid folding icrd omong some Ccrncrdiqn qviqtion mqnu-
facturing compsnies, seeking informution .qs to the size, owner-
ship crnd product of their plonts. This informotion is required
under tf. S. armed services procurement regulotions, so that the
stqtus of contrcrctors or subcontrqctors mqy be determined in
regord to the smclll business set sside.

H.P. Heralds For B.E.A.
Negotiqtions hqve begun for the purchcse of Handley Page

Herold sircrqft (two Rolls-Royce Dart turboprops) by British Euro-
peqn Airwoys. No number is quoted, but deliveries will be com-
pleted in Moy next yeqr.

Detcrils cre releqsed of o new ducted fqn type engine being
developed by Bristol Siddeley Engines Ltd., in Britain. Designcted
the BE 53 lift thrust engine, the new project is designed to provide
both direct lift, snd thrust for forward flight. An extremely high
thrust/weight rqtio-higher "than thqt of 

-ony existing tur6ojet-
is claimed. Bristol Siddeley sqy the engine mqkes possible the
design of very high speed crircrqft both with VTOI qnd STOL
chcrLcteristici. The BE 53 hos q high byposs rcrtio, making for
low specific fuel consumpti.on and hiqh toke-off performqnce,
compared with pure jets, without the high speed limitcrtions of
the turboprop. Tske-off thrust is reported to be of the sqme order

Ir.S.-Cclgcry Air Boutes
Following the inauguration of Western Air Lines' tronsborder

service to C&Igary, Altc., lcrst month, the airline mqy get permis-
sion to operate tha Calgary-spokqne route. Western's opplication
for this is presently before ihsCivil Aeroncrutics Board, olong with
those of Northwest, Frontier, West Cocrst qnd United Air Lines.

Million-Pound Thrust Bocket

Rubber Co., of Colifornicr, is investing $250,000 in the world's
biggest "Iirework." Study is for o *oiid fuel rocket motor thcrt
will develop one million pounds of thrust-nearly four times crs
powerful CIs any solid fuel rocket motor known in-the West. Unit
could serve as the first stcge of q missile ccpoble of lifting pcxy:
locds in excess of 1,000 lb. into orbit. President Dan A. Kimboll
scrid the study wcrs ct preliminory to developing rockets hoving
up to 15 million pounds' thrust.

Improved Bloodhround For Lf. K.
An improved Bristol /Ferusnti Bloodhound surfqce to air missile

is being ordered by the RAF for the defence of Britoin. A 5f_evel-
oped version of tha missile currently in, service, the new Blood-
hbund is slcrted to have ct "substontiolly increased rqnge qnd
qltitude" but no performsnce figures have been releosed for
either mqrk. 

L '

Reseqrch Tunnel Plan
A Moch 4.5 wind tunnel is to be constructed and operqted by

the Nqtionol Aeroncruticql Estqblishment cxt Uplands, Ottcrwcr. Air
speeds of more than I,500 mph will be genercrted for reseqrch into
problems of supersonic flight.
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