Excerpts from the minutes of the March 23, 1955 Cabinet meeting during which approval
was given to proceed with the Arrow programme.2&
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~ #
Royal Canadian Alr Force; development of C¥-105

: tng to discusaion
hO. ‘The Minister of F-nance.rerrr(

at the metlgs c':"F.s:'-:I\ WER, sald thas th; Dcfi'lgtr:;g:lg

5 nt Trezoury boar 1
sMational Defence had noi SOUR : B e Ehe
; 40 million to proce
ror the expenditure of § o P ahpers

= ptage 2n "he development ol the ne E2y

f‘rTE :liTpurpaae fighter alreralt. I'nis aum would c;i":
:un st of the firs% 2leven 2 preralft oo well aa the cua_
:?,tgﬁqlng The overall programme would inveolve connzr:}tian
o ort ‘ af and the development and proguremsn
3§gfﬁiﬁyr§§r§§23f'a: ; total expenditure of scme $260 million.

1. The Miniater of Hational Dercnggmg?i::gd out that
expenditure ol §260 ml1l1on fTor the p .

;E:J:g:t:ouls be apread over a six-year periocd. It was -

anticipated that the magnitude of annual cxpenditure wWou

be of the order of $15 million the Elrnt year, $47 mllllgn

the second, $61 million,the third, *66 million the fourth,

340 million the fifth and $30 million the final year.

42. In the course of discussion the following
pointa emerged: :

(n) There was no doubt that, at the drafting-
board atage, the CF-105 appeared to be a very
useful aircraft well sulted to the long diatancea
and severe atmospheric conditions of the Canadlian
north,which would serve the R.C.A.F. a3 an *
effective weapon against long range supersonic
bombers rlying at high altitudes. This development
involved the expenditure of very nubstantial suma
of public money and conatituted what some might
consider expensive insurance againat an e¢mergency
which might or might not occur.

(b) Good as thia alrcraft might turn cut
to be, it was unlikely that other N.A.T.O.
governments would adopt Lt for thelr own use,
One of the reascona for this was that the aircraft
was dealgned to meet conditions pecullar to
northern Canada and might not be entirely suitable
for uae in weatern Europe: another wans that we couln
not expect the U.S. and U.K, to adopt n Canadizn

plane rather than develop one of thias importance
themaelves,

(c) It was understood that the $260 million
projJect c2uld be fitted within total defence
expenditure on the present scale; (1t was hoped
that the ldng-term commitments in this development
would not prevent further cuta being made in the
overall defence budget during the next few years,
if the internntional situation at that time
made such reductions posatble.,

(4) Without queationing the desir
of proceeding with the CPF-10% project,
suggested that sufficlent attention was not being

paid te the abandonment of obasol
formations and stra o an pants

teglec concents in the
of recent developments 1in the ?teld or‘nuéigzg
fission. The answer to the problem was perhaps
not to curtall new developments, asuch as the
CF-105 project, but rather to make sure that

long eatablished me
continued through thoda and weapons were not

sheer force of habit and
i IR ST Ol ey bt b
. a mlg require a review
of our military ¢
Atoat d-velnpienngit-'ntu in the light of the

abilicy
1t wan

(e) It should be borne 1
I‘%ﬁ:o: dollga ;‘;uld have to b: :mttt:lt'ogw
ould assurance that the CP-105
wan tual
drnr::n=°g:n:2..° Operation as it was on the

contract wlzg'nvi?'%%ﬁ; s Etary of Soontry into a
development and gup £, Ltd., of Toronto for the dest
uction tooly UPPLly of 11 airframes,and the supply of .
's;:gﬂﬁ. at an estim {:: %i"ﬂ:ﬁ:m‘ NoThssr Airerart,
minute to be isaued lﬂnqrdxugg;.‘ho #illiona Treasury :

http://digital.scaa.sk.ca/gallery/arrow/view_image.php?image=18


http://digital.scaa.sk.ca/gallery/arrow/sources.htm#18

