
Not to be Underestimated 
The Korean \\'ar has had the effect of a fire built 

under the Canadian Gm·ernment. Though, :it th:n. thi s 
same GoYernment seems to h:ne such th ick skin th:it it 
is taking quite some time for th e he:n to penetrate. 
\,\That "·ith action th:n has been taken in the past few 
weeks a nd act ion ,,·hich we surmise ,Yill be take n in 
the time to come, a picture of the RCAF to be is slowly 
forming. I t now appears evident that we shall at long 
last haYe an Air Force in being b\' the end of 1951. 

Peaceful Lull: The size of this Air Force "'ill de­
pend entirely on \\'ha t develops in Korea . lf there 
is a termination of hostilities there, followed by a 
lengthy and deceptiYely pt~ceful lull. then the fig hter 
strength of the RC.-\F "'ill likely be stabilized at some­
thing like 300 .F-86.-\s and approximately 150 CF-1 llGs . 
HoweYer, if the present hot situation keeps getting 
hotter, then it seems fa irl y certain th ,t all the stops 

will be out. 

Whatever happens. transport ,,·ill play a far bigger 
rol~,_in the RCAF's operations than it _did in \,\' orl ,I 
Viar JI . V-' hether lw accident or des ign, we don't 
know but the RCAF fortunateh· had just ,,·hat the 
U .S. ~eeded most in the way ot immt'diate materi ~r 
assistance for the Korean business-transport aircra Lt. 
The purchase of the 22 Canadair 1' orth Stars by the 
Department of 1':ational Defence for 

port a ircraft h::is completelv vindicated them from any 
suspicion th:it a mistake had been made. Howe,·er, we 
are inclined to think that possession of the North 
Stars at the opportune ti me \\'as more a 111::mer of dumb 
luck than of wisdom. The christeni1w of the Avro 

b 

C:i.nada CF-1 00 with the completely in::ippropriate de-
signation "Canuck ., ( see box) only emphasizes th at 
those who guide the destinies of the RC.-\.F could not 
ha,·e had sufficient imagination to purchase the North 
Stars because the)' felt th ere might acrualh be a neeJ 
for them. 

In \ ,\1 orld \ ,\Tar II the RCA.F to a large extent de­
pended on the air ser\' ices of other n::itions fo r air 
transport. It operated large numbers of DC-3s. but few 
if any fo ur engined types. Obv iously ::inY coming wa r 
will requ ire many very long supply lines-a s witness th e 
one w hich 42 6 Squadron is helping to 111:i.inta in-so 
that we will need numbers of long range. high payload, 
transport types. Tn the main , the only :i. ircraft capabl e 
of meeting these req uirements are of th e iou r engine 
var iety. Even if Canad::i 's fighter force to be is em­
ployed entirely on this conti nent, in, say. A l::iska and 
the Territories, there wi ll st ill be an urge nt need for 
long range transports. Spares for CF-lO0s and F-86As 
will have to be flown from Toron to and Mo ntreal respect-

ively, distances in the 2,500 to 3,000 
R CA.F use has in the past been 
harshly crit icized by the Opposition. 
:rnd e,·en now the importance of th e 
job being carried out by 426 T ra ns­
port Squadron is being seriously un ­
derestimated by many. 

OH, BROTHER! mil e r:i.nge. 

The Toron to Globe & J\1ai1, for 

in sta nce, recently poin ted out that 
\.vhen the RCA.F had taken deliYery of 
22 North Stars. ,. . . " ] t had no im­
mediate use for them . For the price 
it paid, the RCAF could have out­
fitted foµ r squadrons with Bri tish 
Vampire 1e'r'iighters and still ha n · ha.J 
enough tc pay for the 1' onh Star 
tr:i. nsports now in Japan. \Vh ich seems 
the wi ser- to equip our Air Force ,,·ith 
cargo planes for wh ich at best it ha d 
a limited use, or with fighter planes : " 
If this is a widely held opin ion , then 
it is a fault y one. The A ir F orce 
should h:i. ve certainly had more fighte r 

. l s not J. very , ·iolent 
expression , but it"s th e strong­
est one we c::in make in prim 
about the name selected for 
Ano Canada 's C.F-100 fighter 
- the ' 'Canuck" . AYro Can-
ada. incidentally, had nothing 
to do with the selection of 
thi s name. ] ust fo r the record, 
the guilty part ies are D efence 
.\1in ister Brooke Clax ton and 
Ch ief of the Air Staff , Air 
Marshal W . :\. , ~urti s ( \\'ho 
cert:i. inly s!:uilJ :,.,. c known 

better ) . Their ch oice was 
gil'en the hea rty app rol'al of 
that august bod y, th e Cabinet. 
W e always tho ught leadershi p 
required imagination . 

Painful Pinch: Now. just as obvious­
ly. the U.S. is painful!\' pinched for 
transports with whi ch to ma in tain th<'. 
Pacific suppl y lines while the Kore::in 
wa r contin ues. The ?vL-\ TS had to 
charter no less th an 63 transports from 
commercial ::iir lines in the U .S. l s 
there any wonder that we say Can:ida 
could not ha ve made a more welcom e 
immediate contributi on tlun a squad­
ron of long range transports ' ( U nless 
it be a multitude of sq u:i.Jrons.) 

At the same tim e. it is now easy 
to see that the RCAF is going to have 
10 supply its own transports in future. 
'v\There else ,vill th ey be obtained? The 
recent cuts ( now restored ) in R AF 
expenditures were mostl y at the ex­
pense of T ran spon Comma nd, so no 
help can ht expected fro m th at sou rce ; 

::iircr:i. ft ( and there w:i. s no immediate use for th es,: 
either, at the time the North St:i.rs were bought) , but 
at th e same time it had to ha \' e a strong Transport 

Command. 

a nd as we ha ve alreaJy pointed out, 
the U.S. is in a borrowing state of min d, not a lend ing one. 

And so, never mind w hy the Canadian Governm~nt 
purchased North Sta rs, be thankful they did. A nd let 
us hope that in pla nnin g a well b::ilanced RCA.F, th e 
need for mai ntaining a strong Transport Com mand is 
not being overlookeJ. 

Dumb Luck: Jn our opin ion , the ve ry fact that 
th e Canadi:i.n Governme nt w:i.s able to senJ ten tra ns-

Long Range Transports Are Just as Important to the RCAF as Fighters 
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