
tnirlnble I{irut while most RCAF vers

rlrlrt't B.ive it a lh<rught. A ttslitr Air-n'ays

hig in Orrtario. le.ss so clsewltere"
)ther niche ntarkets lbr CAN AV in-
le I stnall ttut loyal number of puhlic
nries (of about 4fin English public li-
-y branches in Canada it's possible to

:e any given title in 3OO-4fi) of them by
'king very hard over a l0-year pcriod)-
'r'e is altttost no market ftlr CANAV's
ks in Cllrradian school tibraries. They
h;rve an avialion shclf invariably

'kcrl with American titles- Except for a
tlful. Canadian schools simply won't
rr quality books such as CANAV's-
'here are many other nuts that are hard
rack. Some booksellers wouldn't know

luality. profit-making book if they
ped over it. One of CANAV's favorite
: stories is this one: a bookseller turned
rnbs down on Au.stin Air-
,'s. "We don't carry war
,k.s." she explained. Air-
rc (i.c., thc Nor.seman bush-

rc on the dust jacket) equals
oshi ma. Ergo no sale. [t's a

i laugh some ciays!
'ANAV's cla.ssic examPle
Ire arnaz.ing workirrgs of the

he rrrarket carne with And I
r tl l:lt'- Lcwie Leigh's bY-
v-farnous autohiograPhY.
eventually st'rld our 2m0

rics. But get this-halI went

; a tlrugstore flogging the book, whits
irirn.sby there was a keen stationer. Ifi:.
cntally. non -book trade retailer.f',
rrggi.ir. .u*er stores, etc.) who stock 

ii,

odd book as a sideline invariably out-
, the local bookstores.
)[ course there's a tnuch wider market
CANAV titles like Sr.rty Years orA via'
t in Canatla that contain something for
'ry()ne. Even so the aviation community ,i
;rnall in Canada and few tirles reach t''.t

'st seller" status (4000 copies for a,;r

and the Ottawa penny pinchers may not be

running around with machettes. Still' they
are sure to undermine Canada with their
ranrpaging. Does it cost so much to keep

our nation's history in sale storage and to

maintain adequate staff to care for it?
Somebody had bctter step in beforc ir-

reparable damage is done to the nation's
roots. Somebody? For starters. what do the

M in istef Of Nat irrnel l-)ofo-^^ t'-'L:. ' r r ^t

each. If Smith rejectld a title,
the publisher wa.s loath to Put it
into print. No wonder rnainline

Canadian publishers fear the chains get-

ting any bigger. On the other hand, small

The Avro Arrow is one of the great avia-
tion legends. No Canadian airplane has

received such attention-several books,
etc. Various interest groups ceaselessly
discuss the Arrow and nostalgia buffs
talk about building a full-scale replica
(so long as the public will foot the bill).

Nobody can deny the importance of
the Arrow in Canada's aviation heritage.
It was a technological wonder of its day,
but there is a problem with how the story
is usual!y presented. It is generally
treated from only one vantage point-
lo.sing the Arrow was a national tragedy.

People tend to deal with the Arrow on

a purely emotional level. They rarely ask

substantial questions that might deal

with such matters as its cost (on a scale

with the money spent on the Great
takes-St. l^awrence Seawa], or the Trans-

Canada Pipeline, two megaprojects o[
the l95Os). Did the Amow even have a

mission? (What really was the threat
from the Soviet Union?) What was so

wrong with countering the Sovict threat'
whether real, perceived or cooked-up,
with alternate weapons such as the su-

perb F- l0l Voodoo? When the Arrow
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In mid-scptembcr A viation Quarterly
appeared in mail boxes across Canada.

It was six months late, so subscribers

were beginning to despair. [n the end,

it was worth the wait, "AQ" is a clean'
quality production jamrned with hard

core reading. It's I tre'at nnrnnq'oA '^

f- *{tu{*, Frut.i
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publishers. the cxciting heart oI Canadian
publishing, don't lo.se much slecp over the

chains, which steadfastly ignore ttreir ex-
istence.

was terminated, was it really a disaster
for Canada's aviation industry? (Most of
the 15,000 or so who lost their jobs at

Avro were soon busy working else-
where. Several ex-Avroites immediately
joined Canadian Pratt & Whitney and

before long had designed the PT6. To-
day the F f6 is aviation's most success-

ful small turbine engine.) [t is possible
that the Arrow "disaster" is little more
than a fignrcnt of people's imaginations.

One might also ask the sacrilegious
question, "Was Avro capable of deliver-
ing a first-clas.s weapons system in the
first place?" Questions remain about the
Arrow's airframe design. and its engine
was still developmental. In early 1959,
when it was scrapped, the Arrow was a

big, beautiful experimental aircraft.
E,ven its proposed weapons system wa.s

still on the drawing board. Thi.s did not
prevent Avro from touting the Arrow as

almost ready frlr scrvicc. Such aspccts of
the program are yet to be addresscd. So

far, the story is a fuzzy one, presented
mostly by a pro-Avro faction. An objec-
tive view would be a treat. Maybe in the
next book?
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lrrt lvlcMurray, Alberta (where Lewie
I flown in the early l9l0s and where a

:et bears his nanre) and CrimsbY, On-
o (where he lives, and where he hap-
ied to be "Citizen o[the Year" when hi The Other Slde of the StotY
rk appeared). In Fort McMurraY the

ve fun (and do buy a book) !
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Mi', L MilberrY,
CANAV BOOKS,
5i Balsam Ave. ,

Torontc, Ont. t/i4E 3ts4

r-r^ - .- t -aear LarfY,

Yoiir ar't-icle oii 'Arro'wi"rian-ia' -in ihe curi"ent i-ist-ing of CA.NAV books.

'rYi-ieii i r,ead ihe above piece I was going io wi'ite to yau immediateiy,
-i..rt, oil refleciion, i ciecide,j ti-rai I had beitei" simmei- cjown b,efore
doing tirat, since i d'icin't want io lose a ir-ienci, gdr'iicular'iy one
ihai f i-espect ver-y much and who i-ias done so mr..ich to pi'esent oui-
ari-iai'ion i-ier-itage to so many people. iiowever,i d'id have io get my
react'ion ic ihe 'i tem cf i ffiy chesi, so I dec'ided io wi'i te cjown my
fee'i ings about rvhai you had written in a 'meiiior-a$dum to f ile', wh'icii
:,vor;l,j onl y be seeii --,y mysel i . f i'iiougi-it that mi ghi i-iei p me tur i'e,juce
ii-re f r usiraiion ihai i f el t on reading the p'iece, bui 'i t cjicin't,--- so
f i-iave no',.v dec'ided to send you my'ti-'oUghiS.--tfi the subjeci any*way.

Tiie two main iiems that ti'iggered off rily'd-ismay'vvei-e',-iie use ot ii're
dei-OgatOry term 'prO-A.i-i'Ow faci-ion' and what ihat imprl ieS, and ihe
f aci ihat ihi s p'lea f oi- an 'ob j ect i ve v-ievl' of the p'"c j ect , was
qua'ii f -ied by comments that quest'ione,j ihe capabi I i ty of the Avro ieam
to f ini sh the job anyway i i vuas al sr-r surpri sed tirat ihi s pi ece
cane f rom a source closeiy associated wi th the CAi-iS, f i-om which we
expect a t i-u'i y i-inb'iased approach to Canadi an av-iat'ion hi siory.

A.s i meni i on 'i n ihe memo-to-f i 'i e, ihe coiisiant bombai-di-rient of ihe
d'iaii''ibes f r-om ihe super-anii-Avi-o' f riends of Lucasiew'icz' have
i'esul te,i i n a gr-eai deai' of pai n to tile ex-A.vi'o engi neei's and taken up
far ioo much of iiiy own time in irying io put the recoi'ci sira'ighi. tuiy

main pr ob1em -in that regai'iJ is my concei'i-i that the on-iy vo-ice tnat
sGi]ie of the siudents of threse mavei''i ck hi siory prof essors hear ai-e the
v-itr-iolic ramblings of professoi's 8liss, iiodge, iviori,-rn and of course
Lucas-iewi cz hi msel f . So tlrey ai'e exposed to al I of ti-ie bad , i nvented oi"
oiherw'-ise, anci none of the good ofi ihe sub j ect .

Some of ti-:e studenis vyho phone or wr''i te to me are vei'y conf used about
rvhai reaTiy happene,i at tuialton. f trt" to i-ie'ip by send-ing them recorded
and documentecj f acis about the Ar rcv,r and i ei i i ng them make up the.i r
own m-incis and form thei r owfi op.in'ions on the subjeci. These youngsiei's
aie noi siup'id anci the ai iached cor responcjence w'i ih one of the
siudents, whjch is typica] of so many others, -is a good exampie of
thei r Gwn thi nki ng on the sub j ect when presented wi tir the f acts ,

insiead of ihe total ly biased opinions ihat they rece'ive f rom thei i'
tuiors. Anyway-, periraps i siroul d I et the encl osed 'bi ts and pi eces
tel l thei r own stoi'y.

One coi:irment i n yorrr pi ece thai reai i y' bothered me Lar ry, was the
siatement, 'in making the point that many of the .i5,OCO people la.id of f
on Black Friday found other jobs, which concludes:-- "it is possible
that the Arrow disaster is little more than a figment of peoples
imag'i naiion" Tel I that to the thousands of employees who had to

Decembe r
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move to other districts to get jobs and had to sell their homes in a
saturated market of ex-Avro family homes at a f ract'ion of the price
if6t some of them had paid f or them. Tel I i t to the tami l.ies who lost
a membeli n the number of recorded sui ci des. Tel I that to my wi f e I ----
i J:ersonaiiy had no problem in .ianding an interesting job, but it
happened io be 5OOC mi les away from our ber'oved Canada. We had to
lear;e ti-ie coitage that we had built ovei'a ten year period with oi.tr'
own hands, the house that we had just moved inio and were going to
I -ive thei'e f ar the i-est of our I -ives. Tel I 'i t to oui- f our sons who
were dragged away f rom the home and the f i''iends ihat ti-iey loved and
tiie go,:ci schools thai ihey we!'e so happ'i ly attenciing, ta go and -i-tiie

in new and unf am'i l'iar- sur'i'oundings. And rve were tr're iucky onesl Ther-e
rvei'e irufidr-eijS of fami I ies thai were Spl i t up and wer-e fievai ti^re same
aga'in and one yvould have to be e;:iremeiy Galr'ous io conclude tha'i ii
was 'fiG bi g c'ea;- ' .

',''v'ell Larr'y', ncw you knorv ho'uu I feel abour the ariicle an,j I can oniy
hope foi'ii^re day when tire Arrow saga will be'p,-ti -Lc beci 'and we ca.-i
ignoi'e the paranoid rambi'ings af tire '(evis'ion'rsis'. f don't wailt io
stari anoii-rer debate on ii-rat ovei-subsci''ibeci stibjeci, i am ico olci an,j
weai.':i of ihe subj=ct, but i jusi wanted to leave ihese thcughis wi iir
you. f don't requ-i re or expect a response and anyway we are goi ng to
be away fi-om Toronio until Tebruaiy i5th.

in ihe meaniime i hope that you and the ch'i ldren ',vi I I have a wonderf ul
f estive seasoi-i and a heal ihy and p.rosperous i 995.

S-incei-ei y,

j'- -1 *.,-.!
.i iiii r- iiii/(ivt.rJJ



Memorandun to file
December 10th L994

I was surprised and f have to confess dismayed on reading the article
on page 2 of CANAV Books l{ewsletter and Booklist, received as a flyer
in tfre FalI 94 issue of the CAHS Journal. Tit1ed 'The other side of
the story', it discusses the Avro Arrow saga and calls for a further
bool< on Lhe Arrow, to ' present an objective view ' of the Project,
but, on read.ing between the lines, the article itself appears to be a

poorly disguisea derogation of the great team at Malton that for 13

ixtraordiniry years put Canada ahead of the rest of the world in
aviation and jet-engine technology-

One also has to question the 'facts' in the article. An exanple is
the statement that:
'even its proposed weapon system was sti11 on the drawing board'
This reference lras presunably to the Astra Ll Sparrow systen.The
author must have known that this system--specified by the RCAF and
certainly not Avro's choice, had already been cancelled in Septenber
1958 and the Hughes !4A 1/ Falcon systen, around which the Arrow had
originally been designed, had been reinstated and was the system which
eras being installed at the time of cancellation of the Arros project-
f"i from being 'still on the drawing board', the Hughes t'tA 1- UX tL79
/ Falcon GR 1 integrated fire control system concept had been designed
and developed in the mid-fifties and was standard equlpnent on the
Convair g LO2 fighter well before even the first flight of the Arrow
and approximately 10,000 Falcon missiles had already been dellvered to
the USAF at that tine ! !

Again, in the statement 'Did the Arrow even have a mission ( what
really was the threat from the Soviet Union ). If that was neant to
imply that the Operational Requirements Group in the RCAF rrrote the
wrong specification, then that accusation should be addressed to the
RCAS; not Avro, who certainly didn't write the specification, it was
simply the job of the company to produce an aircraft which sould neet
the-specification laid down by the O.R. branch of the RCAF. Anlrway,
the wLole question of defence strategy can be likened to any insurance
policy. If one takes out a polj-cy at what aPpears to be the lowest
iost, without reading the 'f 1ne print' to determj-ne the adequacy of
the coverage and the worst happens, 1t could mean being left very high
and very diy. If the question of necessi.ty is to be measured by
hindsigtt, then any military aircraft that did not have to be used in
conflict was unnecessary and there are certainly hundreds of those in
the history books, some very good ones-

How also does the author reconc:Ie his question of '\ras Avro capable
of delivering a first-class vreapon system in the first place' with the
fact that, after the cancellati-on, So many of the Avro and Orenda
engineering teams went on to leading-edge-of-technology taslrs all over
th6 world, includ,ing helping the Anericans put a man on the noon ?. In



that respect,it is appropriate to quote from the book titled---
Apollo: the race to the noon, publlshed in 1969 by Sinon and Shuster
of New York and written by Charles Murray and Catherine Bly-Cor. They
said this:
" As the Space Task Group's burden was threatening to overwheln it,
the Canadlan government unintentionally gave the American Space
progran its luckiest break si.nce Werner von Braun surrendered to the
Aneri.cans the Canadians never gained nuch public recognitlon for
their contri.bution to the nanned space program, but to the people
withln the program their contribution was incalculable"

The sane book also quotes one of the original American Space Task
Group engineers as saying, about the Canadians: " They had it all over
us, in many areas ---just brilliant guys they tere more nature and
they were bright as hell and talented and professional, to a nan"--
end of quotes!

So why does the author question the Avro and Orenda engineers
capabllity to flnish the job on the Arrow and tbe Iroquois engine ?
fs it because they were Canadians and Canadi.ans are not supposed to
prove that they are second to none in so many things? A1so, what
about the fact that S/t Jack Woodman, the tough and no-nonsense RCAF
evaluation pilot }ater reported that: " Approxinately 95t of the
fligrht envelope vras investigated and from where I sat the Arros was
perforning as predicted and meeting all guarantees" ( yes, that is
also on record ). fn a talk at the 25th. anniversary of the first
flight of the Arrow, Woodnan also had this to say : " 25 years d9o, as
a representative of the customer, I can te1l you that it was a good
airplane, a darned good airplane, well ahead of the pack. The decision
to cancel the Arrow program I think denied Canada and the RCAF from
being world leaders in high performance airplanes ".
One could go on 'ad nauseum' on the individual items in the article,
but what I find most puzzling is the innuendo in remarks indicating
that any offerings on the subject of the Arrow that have been
presented to date are by a " pro-Avro faction " ( the dictionary
interpretation of the word 'faction' is as follows: A party combining
to promote their own purposes at the expense of order and the public
good ). Oh those wicked Avroites ! ! !

The author apparently dismlsses the efforts of other authors such as
Paul Campagna, a young Canadian who has no axe to grind except a
respect and admiration for his fellow Canadians ( he was 3 yrs. old
when the Arrow was ro1led out ). Campagna carried out an exceptional
amount of research prior to putting pen to paper and turned out a book
that nany believe to be the nost factual presentati.on on the Arrow
slnce the excellent book on the subject by James Dow 1n L979, titled
'The Arrow', published by Lorimer.

This statement that everything that has been written about the Arrow
to date has been by a 'pro-Avro faction' is strange, to say the least,
in view of the fact that so many derogatory articles and chapters in
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history books have been written by the self-styled 'revisionisthistorians', notably professors Morton, B1iss, Hodge and Lucasiewicz,
To invite yet another book ( which apparently has to be written by a
'revisionist' to be any good ) indicates a sylpathy between CANAypubrishing and this 'gaggre' of professors of 'history' that try torevise recorded history in the style of the National Enquirer oi othertrashy tabloids. Incidentally, Morton even wrote a half page articlein the Globe and Mail and a chapter in his book 'A Militari ttistory of
Canada', which stated that the Arrow would have 'se1f-destructed, inflight, because of a certain item that was designed into it.
Unfortunately, he had his aircraft nixed up and erroneously referredto a system that was not even used on the Arrov. tlhen this was pointed,out to him, he blaned a student of his rho had carried out his
'research'. However, his false accusations are still in the libraries

so cANAv should find no problen in getting a totally derogatorypresentation on the Arrow and Avro from these gentlemen if thal iswhat is desired. I find lt particularly dlsturbing that while the restof the world considers that Canada was contributing so nruch toaviation technology in the 40s and 50s, the only dissenting voices
come from within Canada and from sources that indicate an unhealthybias against Canadian engineers and technicians. The real facts on the
Arrow are weII documented and these maverick professors who call
themselves 'revisionists' should be informed that the truth needs norevising and stands on its own!

to be read by future generations as 'facts

Finally, I have to confess that I was particularly sad that a well
established and respected publishing house that has brought such awealth of good aviation history to all of uS, has used its position ofprivilege and courtesy within the CAHS, a society which I believe to
be one of the finest sources of aviation history in Canada, to publishthis plece, which puts in question the inpartiality of all of thepeople involved. Perhaps we can agree on one thing,the debate on the Arrow has gone on long enough and most of us who
have been bonbarded by the 'for and against' argunents for decadeafter decade would rather see the subject 'put to bed, with thedignlty and pride deserved by that great team that put Canada ahead ofthe rest of the world in aviation and jet-engine technology in those
remarkable years. But not another book PLEASE. I seem to reuember thecaption in an earlier CANAV book listing of Campagna's excellent bookwhich included the comment 'yet another book on the Arrow--whateverturns you on'!---- This tine let it be 'whatever turns you off'!
I will probably now be tagged with the 1abel 'a member of the pro-Avro
faction'. Let the'chips fall where they may. rn fact, r nake noapology for the fact that I am proud to have been associated with thatwonderful team of fellow Canadians, who worked their hearts out to put
Canada first in aviation and for a short time--succeeded. lhey deservebetter than thls.
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