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RCAF Training 

The RCAF pbns to build up its 
training program to an :rnnual output 
of aircrew of o\'er 3,000 according to 
D efe nce 1vlinister Brooke Claxton in :1 

recent statement befo re the House of 
Commons. At the same time, there 
w ill be a five-fold increase in ground­
crew training facilitie s plus a simul­
taneous development of administrative 
establishment. 

To carry out these plans, new schools 
are to be opened at wartime service 
airfields on the Prairies. Flying train­
ing schools are to be established at 
Claresholm and Penhold in Alberta 
and ]Vfoose Jaw in Saska tchewan. Ad­
Yanced flying training schools are to 
be at Saskatoon in Saskatchewan ancl 
Portage la Prairie in Manitoba , ,vith a 
gunnery school at MacDonald , Mani­
toba. The fl ying training school at 
Gimli . Manitoba, wi ll later be con­
Yerted to an ad,·anced training school. 
A la rge air navigation school will be 
established at "Winnipeg in add ition to 
the present school at Summerside, 
P.E.I. 

O f the ex1st111g establishments, 
Aylmer. Camp Borden , and Cl inton in 
Ontario will concentrate on trades 
training. Selec tion and manning will 
be carried on at St. Joh ns . P.Q .. where 
\fr. Claxton said there would be a 
\'ery large establishment. 

" With hardl y an exception.'' he con­
tinued, "all the other establishments 
\\'ill be increased in accorda nce w ith 
the expansion of th e program. Abbots­
ford ( B.C.) will be used this summer 
fo r training some of th e auxil iarv 
squadron s, others going to other 
sc hools. In all probability Abbotsford 
will later be used as an operational 
sra tion . 

"The fac ili ties of all the stations will 
be used to the fullest extent possible. 
For example. by impro,·ed tra 111111 g 
methods we expect to haYe pupil popu­
lations of 300 at th e fly ing trai ning 
schools, as compared with ~40 during 
\Vorld \ \ Tar II. The limi ting factor at 
each school will be the number of 
hours of flyin g that physicall y can be 
fi tted in ha,·ing regard to the weather 
and the capac ity of the airfield .'. 

Of the 3,000 airmen to be tra ined 
per yea r. 1.300 w ill be from other 
?\ATO member nations. \fost of these 
trainees this year ,.vill be from the U .K. 

East to West 
Four Lancasters of th e RCAF's 405 

Maritime Squadron. together with 
abo ut l 00 air and grou ncl crew, will 
soo n return to their base at Green­
wood, N.S. after a 30 day stay at Sea 
Island . \'ancou\'er. where they were 
based while carryrng out training 
exercises on the West Coast. 

Dubbed "Exercise Seagreen ", the 
train ing in rnlvccl co-opera tion with 
RCN unit s. Perso nnel took part in 
training flights and exercises and re­
ceived lectures on problems pecu liar to 
the area. Purpose of Seagreen was to 
fam iliarize sq uadron pnsonnel with 
th e \\1es t Coast region and operating 
conditions there. 

White Paper 
The Department of Na tional 

D efence is preparing a \Vhite Paper 
on Canada's defence picture, which 
will be m:ide public shortly. The pur­
pose of the V-1h ite Paper ,,·ill be to out­
line official pol icy on th is matter, 
which 1s. of course. of rna _jor import­
ance . 

New Whitehorse C\O 
\ Ving Commander R . J. G ray, MEE, 

recently took over RCAF Station, 
\Vh itehorse as commanding officer, 
replacing Squadron Leade r L. A. 
H arling, who has been act ing \ \ 1hite­
horse stat ion commander since the 
uansfer of \ V / C J. \1. Sutherland, 
now attending a Tr:iffi c Analysis 
course in th e U .S. 

\V/ C Gray ha s heen execuiive assist­
ant to the Chief of the . .\ir St:iff si nce 
June of 1948. H e joined the RCAF in 
1938 after attend ing \ lou nt Alli son 
Universitv and scn-ed in , arious capa­
cities in the yea rs that fo ll owed in 
Canada and OYerseas. ,,·he re he fle,,· 
operationally in Halifax and Lancaster 
aircraft \\'ith 427 and 420 squadrons. 

TANKS ON THE TIPS: This series of flight shots show Avro 
Conodo 's CF- I 00 all-weather fighter fitted with long rang e wing 
tip tanks . The CF- I 00 was to hove flown +o the U.K. for RAF 
evaluation, but the loss of the aircraft shown in these pictures 
(th e second prototype ), has cancell ed this flight, at le ast tern-

pororily . Tonks not only odd to range but al so en hance the 
appearance of the aircraft considerably . The first production 
mod el of the type is ex pected to make its first fli ght thi s month. 
Thi s will also be the first CF- 100 p owered by Avro Canada 
Ore ndo s, t o fly. Succe e ding ai rcraft ore also Orendo powered . 

JG A IRCRA FT May, 1951 




