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MA URICE G. NIX 

Maurice G. Nix was recently ap­
pointed experimental shop manager of 
the Gas Turbine D ivis ion of A . V. 
Roe Canada Limited. Before joining 
Ano Canada's Turbine Division in 
1947. Mr. '.\:ix had been associated with 
the Experimental Department of Rolls­
l{oyce . England. He was \\"ith Roll s­
Royce for nine years, and most of that 
period was in connection with experi­
mental work. The last position he 
held with Rolls-Royce was that of 
Ass;sta nt to the Experimental Manager . 

The appointment of Air Commodore 
D. M . Smith, CBE, of New West­
minster, n.c., and Ottawa to be 
Deputy Air Member for Techn ical 
Sen·ices (Maintenance) at AFHQ, Ot­
tawa, has been announced by the Hon. 
Brooke Claxton, Minister of National 
Defence. A/ C ~-mith , who recen tly re­
turned from attending the Imperial 
Defe nce College in the Un ited King­
dom , will r<:pbce A 1C J. G. Bryans, 
CBE, who has bee n tramftrred to the 

44 

Names In 
The News 

U nited Kingdom where he will attend 
the next Imperial Defence College. 

Gordon L. Best has bee n appointed 
man1ger of the Aircraft DiYision of 
!'-Jorthwest Industries Limited. Mr. Best 
grad uated from the Royal Military 
Coll ege in I 93 1 and joined the R AF 
in 1935. He was grad uated from the 
Officers Course School of Aeronautical 
Engineerin g in 1937 and in 1941 he 
was posted to Ca nada as Chief Engi­
neer ing Officer of one of the flying 
trai ning sc hools of the BCATP. 

GORDON L. BEST 

He sen·ed in this capac ity until 
1942 when he became Ch ief E ngineer­
ing Officer, HQ. No. 4 Tra ining Com­
mand at Ca lgary. During the remain­
der of the war he served as Deputy 
Chief Engineering Officer, HQ., AEF 
in England and as Chief Engineering 
Officer, HQ., No. 45 Group at Dorva l. 
He retired from the RAF in 1946 
with th~ rank of Group Captain. He 
has since been assoc iated with Prenco 
l'mgress ancl Engineering Corporation. 

Leonard E. Fitchett of Victoria, B.C. 
was killed recently while flying for 
the Israeli in Palestine. He was re­
ported to ha,·e been hit when forced 
to fly at a lo\\" level lw anti-;iircrafr 
fire . He \\"as considered one of the 
aces of the Israeli Air Force. He also 
had the distinction of being the last 
figh ter pilot to sh-:iot clo,,·n an enemy 
aircraft in the European theatre c;f 
operat ions while he was sen·ing with 
the RC:AF during \Vorld War IT. 

Walter S. Thompson, Director of 
Public Relations and AdYert isi ng for 
C!'s'R :1nd TCA is relinquishing his 
airli ne acti,·ities as of December .il 

of 1948. He will be succeeded by 
Rod C. Maclnnes who is at present 
on loan to the department of l\'ation.11 
Defence as acting director of public 
relations in ch ief. 

\lr. Thompson has been with TC.-\ 
since its incepti on in 1937. During 
the war he was Director of Censorship, 
a l' ha se of the war effort which he 
orga ni zed. and also Director of th e 
Department of Public Information. 
which he also organized. 
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