viction that the machine was a sym :
bol:of ‘our collective and dxstmc’nv iy
imagination and will.

Star Dan Aykroyd, who p[ays the . -
coholic and womanizing A.V. Roe .
nes1dent Crawford Gordon, insists

‘onservative prime -minister: John'
iefenbaker out of pure political mal
ce and fear of America’s dominance
f' the aerospace industry, costmg
4000_|obs and as many as 35,000
ore jobs in peripheral industries.
But Leckie takes pains to show that -
the Arrow was just as effectwely sab- “affected the behavior of Gordon. His
taged from within,© = - + drunken rant in Dlefenbaker's office
ts price ballooned from the ongx probably forced th
al $100 million grant to four times ' sponse to" hi
at:size, after Roll Royce couldn’t ;. money:.
build an engine that would matchthe , ~ Not only

el

prayer, and

was the Arrow scrapped

‘asked Liberal “minister of every-

plane be ripped | apart and dumped
thing” C. D. Howe to finance an all

‘every plan, blueprint, and perfor

the Iroquois.
“That engine, never ﬁtted ‘would

_space. The Arrow, Leckie. suggests, . ing’ car,” ‘and
‘could have launched a moon-landing ' systems.: .
module, and missiles, at the fraction
the cost of U.S. and Soviet rockets.
cohol fueled much of the prepos- ‘

rous dreams of the engineers, and  truly electrifying drama, bordering

 EVERY CANADIAN'S PI.ANE. I' or a moment the Avro Arrow put Cana.da ahead of the world.

~actually makes it into space, “prov- -

fighter’s specifications, i and = Avro but Diefenbaker ordered every single

Canadian engine design program, . mance report destroyed. But in the
e -end, it was .Gordon, in a snit, who
-shut Avro down cvemight as well as;
_have taken The Arrow to more than . programs. involving the construction
‘twice the speed of sound, even into of aurlmers, urban monoranls a “fly-
'1le gmdance i
G ' pop bottl
‘All of that is made clear in the min-
iseries, which takes off slowly, and, in -
the second part, becomes a piece of

. spectacular. Aidan Devine as semi-

b A R

_makes Crawford
lost, soulless figure.
Sara Botsford, playin
member of the’ enginee

on outright mythology. One Arrow, |
supposedly the ghost that got away, i

ng’ all the test pilots’ assertions that . -
the tlung ‘even without the Iroquois | gives her cipher as mucl\ pas ‘o

ngine, could go faster and farther . she can muster, without actually
than any plane built before the 1990s. ' makmg us care for her Ronth 8 as
It's such a‘complex story, Leckie .

 barely has time to tell it in four hours, "I most memorable performanoe the
let alone make room for character de- | 1

+ cynic converted to the
velopment and dramatic plot twists. .
Performances: are adequate, not

w’s poten-
tial, who becomes its mo -‘vi‘gorous
defender. L
What lingers after th

- apocryphal, magical conclﬁmon, is
' the sense that, aboveall

articulate: desngner Jim. Chamberlin,
excels (he uses a paper dart and a
demonstrate hlS axr-flow :

theories)
Aykroyd in hxs fxrst ™V perfor-‘

mance in some 20 years, and his last,

he says, for at least another 10 years, -,

Americans and Soviets ' whd
- down on us as a colonial natm‘
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