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EACH PASSING year sees Canada's Avia­
tion Industry reaching new heights. 
Each month brings new, and often ex­

citing acihievements, changes and advances to 
be noted. The Industry is never sti'll, and its 
affairs-like the affairs of the naition of which 
it is a part - maintain a ceaseless ebb and 
flow. 

On this and the following four pages is 
recorded a selection of many of the news 
highlights of the past months, covered in de­
tai l in preceding issues of Aircrcift . Elsewhere 
in this, our final edition of the year, appears 
more recent news of the Industry's activities. 

Whi le most of the events recalled here­
with were of some significance, not all were 
spectacu'lar; a few were merely markers along 
the way. Yet all, in some manner and in vary­
ing degree, help to measure the Industry's 
progress. 

In October, an old man died quietly, and 
his going was a reminder that aviation in 
Canada is the creation of individuals. Even 
now, 1as always, it gains its strength from in­
dividuals like J. A. Wilson, though their per-
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sonalities are too often submerged in the cor­
porate teams that are a feature of ,the giant 
modern Canadian industry that is aviation. 
Yet it is not so many years ago, aviation in 
Canada was a very personal business for lone 
eagles and small partnerships; when a com­
mercial operator was, more often than not, 
one man who performed the functions of pilot, 
mechanic, ticket agent, and freight handler, as 
well as managing director of ,the whole affair. 
The importance of the individual in Canada's 
Aviation Industry is reflected by the conside.r ­
able number of items which concern personali­
ties, in this review of the aviation year. 

What were the highlights of the year? 
They range from orders for new aircraft to 
the deaths of aviation pioneers. They include 
personnel retirements and appointments; as 
well as milestones like the completion of ,the 
1,000th Sabre, and the 1,000.th Orenda. They 
include the introduction of new airliners and 
the hono.rable discharge from military service 
of the faithful old Anson. They include many 
things: some are beginnings, some are endings. 
All are steps into the future. 

Eady in the new yea~, Clrn1·!e~ 
Grinyer (right) was appointed chief 
engineer of the Gas Turbine Divi­
sion of A. V. Roe Canada Limited. 
More recently he has been named 
vice pres ident, engi neering of 
•Orenda Engines Lim ited . 

In mid-February, deliveries of the 
fir st Orenda-powered Sabre 5's 
(below) to overseas squadrons of 
the RCAF got under way with a 
trans-Atlantic ferry flight of 14 
aircraft. 
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Early in the new year, Redifon 
Ltd. delivered a Sabre flight simu­
lator (left) to the RCAF's No. 1 
Fighter Wing at North Luffen­
ham, England. This was the fir st 
of an order of ten. 

In January, management of the 
axial turbojet engine overhaul plant 
at Downsv ie w Airport, passed from 
Canadian General E lectric to de 
Havilland Canada. 

On February 18, Avro Canada's 
Gas Turbine Division officially de­
J,ivered the 1,000th Orenda (below) 
to the R CAF less than 17 months 
after the company's engine plant 
was opened. 

Feb.18j~ - 1,000t~h Orenda 
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At the beginning of March, the 
last four Ansons (above) in service 
with the RCAF were retired. At 
the las t moment, the Air Force 
decided to keep one machine in 
storage, for senthnental reasons. 

During January, T CA inaugurat­
ed North Star service to Mexico 
City, an extension of its service 
to Tampa, Florida. 

The fonnation of ColJins Radio 
Company of Canada Limited was 
annotmced early in the new year. 
Main sales office is in Ottawa. 

At the beginning of the year, it 
was reported that Ottawa had 
given the green light to the design 
and construction of the prototype 
Avro Canada CF-105. 

During February, it was announced 
that a number of Lockheed P2V-7 
Neptunes had been ordered for ser­
vice with RCAF Maritime squadrons 
on the east and west coasts. De ­
livery was scheduled for the end 
of the year. 

January was the month when 
Saskatchewan Government Air­
ways put its first DC-3 into oper­
aJtion on a thrice-weekly basis be­
tween Lac la Ronge and Stony 
Rapids. 

February 28 was a big day for TCA: 
the first of its new fleet of eight 
Lockheed Super Constellations 
(below) arrived at Montreal Airport. 
from Burbank, California. 

Dm·ing :Februa,·y, de Havilland 
Canada complete moving into its 
new $8 ,000,000 plant, located on 
the opposite side of Downsview 
Airport from its old quancrs .. 

On February 23 the award of a 
$185,000,000 contract to Canadair 
for design and production of 50 
maritime versions of the Bristol 
Britannia, was ann ounced. 

During April, Maritime Centml Air­
ways inaugurated Class 1 scheduled 
service between Moncton, N.B., and 
Goose Bay, Labrado1·. 

March 9 saw the offi cial openino­
of the new $500,000 test house at 
t he Montreal North overhaul 
plant of Bristol Aero Engines 
Ltd. T he stand can take engines 
of up to 5,000 hp. 

Early in th e year TCA officially 
placed its new Bristol Frei«hters 
into service on cargo :fligh~ be­
tween Winnipeg, Toronto, Mont• 
real, and New York. 

During April, A/ C Martin Costello 
became AO C of Marit ime Air 
Command, succeeding A / C A . D. 
Ross, who had held the j oh since 
July, 1951. 

On April 20, Canadair delivered its 
1,000th Sabre (above) to the 
RCAF since going into F-86 pro­
duction following receipt of an 
order for 100 aircraft in August, 
1949. 

At the 25th anniversa ry m eeting of 
the Royal Canadian Flying Clubs 
Association, January 25 and 26, 
Ross Screaton (above) was elected 
president for 1954-55. 

At mid-March, the RCN accepted 
delivery from RCA Victor of the 
first installation of the most 
powerful shipborne-type rad a r 
ever built in Canada. 

In the Spring, it was revealed that 
the D epartment of Transport had 
ordered a Vickers Vi scount, to he 
used to gain operating exper~ence 
with turboprop-powe1·ed aircraft. 

Early in the year, Air Vice Marshal 
John Plant succeeded Air Vice Mar­
shal D. M. Smith a s Air Member for 
Technical Services, AFHQ. A/ V / M 
went to London, E.ngland as 
ch a irman of the Canadian Joint 
S taff there. 



*

In the Spring, Prof. T . R . Loudon 
(i:-ight ) re tire d as head of the aero­
nautical e ng inee ring department of 
the Uni versit y of Toronto, where he 
has been responsible for Leaching 
most o f Canada's ae ronautica l en­
gineers during th e last two decades . 

At the annua l general meeting of 
the Soaring Association of Can­
ada, Ma rch 13, J ohn D. Agnew 
was elected president for 1954-55. 

During t.he Spring, the advance 
party o f service personne l we nt 
into the R CAF's bi g n ew fi ring 
range in Northern Alberta to begin 
ope ning-up o perations at the range's 
central base at Cold Lake. 

On April 4, brie f cerem onies in 
Ouawa marked t.he .fifth anni vers­
ary of ,the s igning of the North At­
lantic Treaty, a particularly s igni­
ficant occasion Jor Ca nada, which 
is one of the f ew m embe,· nations 
of NATO which has m et, or s ur­
passed its orig inal commitments. 

Canada's worst a ir tragedy also 
occur red du r ing April , when a 
TCA Nor th Star a nd an RCAF 
H arvar d collided over Moose Jaw, 
causing the death of 37 per sons. 
One r esult of the accident has 
been a st iffening of flying regula­
tions. 

In April, the RCAF placed an order 
with Canadian Car & Foundry for 
about 25 B eech T-34A trainers 
(right) , which are now be ing tested 
to see how they fit into the RCAF's 
training palt.ern. 

In May, R. D. Hiscocks of de 
Havi lland was announced as the 
first winner of the new McCurdy 
Award , t o be g iven annually in 
recognit ion of technical achieve­
ment in the aviation fi eld. 

At mid-year, then-De fence Mini ste r 
Brooke Claxton, announced plan s 
to supply surplus J-47 powe red 
Sabres to NATO countries, with the 
.first 164 m achines go i.ng t.o Turkey 
and Greece. 

December, 19 4 

Dur ing t he Spring, 
F leet Manufactu r­
ing announced t he 
formation of a new 
company, Doman -
F leet, which would 
buil d, in Cana da, 
the Doman LZ - 5 
helicopter (I e ft) . 
A b o u t t he same 
t ime, F leet a lso re­
vealed t hat it had 
b e e n licensed to 
m a n u f acture an d 
market t he Helio 
Courier (below) . 

Early in the second hal f o f the year, 
Air Commodore H. M. Carscallen 
became Air Offi cer Commanding 
Air T ran sport Command, with 
headquarters at Lachi.ne . 

'r he modern, new electronics plant 
of Canadian Aviation Electronics 
was officially opened on June 16 
by the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe. 

On June 9, t.he g iant new No. 1 
Supply Depot, at R CAF Station 
Downsview, was o fficially op ened 
by f ormer Defence Minister Brooke 
Claxton. 

Midway through the year, Redifon 
Canada Limi ted was formed to 
provide sales and service in Can­
ada of Red ifon fli ght simulators. 

At mid-year, John R. Baldwin was 
n amed senior D epu ty Minister o f 
T ranspo rt, vaca ting the ATB chair­
manship, a post he fill ed at the 
same time as he acted as D epu ty 
Minister of T ran sport f or Air 
Services. 

At Summer's beginning, H . Cha r­
les Luttman was named the fi rst 
permanen t secretary of the newly­
for med Candia n Aeronautical In­
stitute. 

As Sumnier waned, it was announ­
ced that Canada's C. D. Howe h ad 
been chosen 1954 winner o f the 
D ani e l Guggenheim Medal , g iven 
RnnuaUy f or th e year's o utstanding 
contributio n to aviation p1·og ress . 

Early, in the month of May, TCA 

inaugurated Super Constellation 

service on its trans-Atla nt ic route 
to t he U .K. a nd Europe. 
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