
THE 'AHlBOBNE SERYIL'ES 
UNEF C-119' s Return 

A reorgani zation of Canada's con­
trib ution of ae rial transport support to 
rhe Unit ed Na ti ons Emergency F orce 
in the Middle East will bri ng approxi­
mately 150 RCAF p~rsonne l and fo ur 
C- 11 9 a.ircraft iback to Camda by Feb­
ruary. 

The person nel and ai•rc raft based m 
Capodich·ino milita-ry air base at Nap­
les. Italy, will be phased back into num­
zers 435 and 436 Transport Squadrons, 
loca ted a-t Namao, Alberta . and Downs. 
view, O ntario, respectively. 

Jn November 1956, Canada com­
mitted a squadron of twelve C-11 9 air­
craft from the transport squad rons 
based a-t Namao and Downsview to 
UNEF. A large scale airlift of urgently 
requ.ired troops and material from 
Ca,poclichino to Abu Sweir, Egypt, wa·s 
completed in Jan uary 1957. after which 
eig ht of the aircraft returned to Can­
ada . To replace these, two commun i­
cations flights, Nos. 11 4, eq uipped with 
C- l 19's, and 115, equipped with Dakota 
and Otter medium -tra nsport aircraft. 
were set up at Capodichino and El 
Arish, in the Gaza area. 

Sardinia Opened 
The official opening ce remonies for 

the new NA TO firing range at Decim­
omannu, on the island of Sardinia, 
were held in early December. Italian 
officials turned over the field to Can­
ada's Ambassador to Italy, Pierre 

Dupu y, :rnd Air Vice Marshal H. B. 
Godwin. AOC: No. I Air D ivision, 
RCAF. 

Sched uled to be used by the air 
fo rces of ltaly. Ca nada. and later \Vest 
Ge rman y, the ran ge has been in oper­
ation since late June 1957. The first 
Canad ian squadron to use the base was 
439 F ighter Squadron from 1 Vling, 
Marvi lle, F ra nc e. Since then , eight 
other sq uadrons from RCAF bases in 
France and Germany ha ve rotated at 
the base. The first CF-100 squadron to 
use the range was 445 Squadron, com­
manded by 'Wing Commander E. G. 
Ireland. 

RFTP Ends 
The Refresher Fl ying T raining Pro­

gra m, which has provided light air­
craft fligh t training to veteran RCAF 
pilots since 1950, is to he discon tinued 
the end of March I 958 . The plan was 
starred in 1950 to pro\·ide ground and 
flight training on light ai rcraft to se­
lected former RCAF pilots, to enable 
them to mainta in a deg ree of profi­
ciency for service in an emergency as 
staff pilots or instructors . 

Training has been given by civilian 
flying clubs across Canada, on Chip­
munk aircraft provided by the RCAF, 
but operated un der civil registration. 
Costs of the scheme have been borne 
by the Air Force. In annou ncing the 
forthcoming cessa ti on of rhe scheme, 
AFHQ paid tribute to the way in 
which RCFCA and the individ ual fly-

BOMARC ROLL-OUT : The first production Bomarc IM-99 area d efence missile to 
be completed by Boeing Airplane Company is shown a s it rolled from the assembly 
line in Seattle , Dece mbe r 30. The roll-out and delivery to the USAF marked the 
beginnin g of a production program d esigned to supply the Bomarc missiles and 
associated weapon system equ ipment lo bases around th e country. 
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ing cl ubs involved, ha\·e handled the 
training program. 

AFHQ stated that \\'hile the train ­
ing scheme has served a \'aluaible pur­
pose in the past, changi ng defence 
t rends have resuLted in a lesse-n,ing of 
its priority in defence pbll's. 

New AOC for AMC 
Air Commodore Clare L Annis. 

OBE, CD, has been promoted to the 
rank of Air Vice Ma rshal. and is tak­
ing over as Ai r Officer Commanding. 
Air Ma teriel Command, with head­
quarters at Rockcliffe, Ontario. Jan 
uary 6. 

A native of Scarborough , Ont .. the 
new A/ V / M Anni·s joined the RCAF 
in 1938. During World War II, he 
was captain of the first ai rcraft to at­
tack a Germa n U-Boat in North 
American waters. H e also se rved in the 
famed RCAF No. 6 Hea vy Bomb~r 
Group in Yorkshire, England. Sin ce 
1955 he has served as Chief of T ele­
communications at AFHQ, Ottawa. 

U.S. Bases in Canada 
General Thomas D. \ Vhite, chief ol 

staff of the USAF, has indicated that 
the U.S. would like to have addit ional 
tanker bases in northern Canada for 
the refuelling of SAC bombers . Dis­
cussing the needs of Stra teg ic Air 
Command. he sa id tha t the movement 
northward of the tanker bases would 
permi t heav ier loads . This would en­
able bombers to get to some targets 
deeper in enemy territory. 

It is understood that runways at 
F robisher Bay, now used as a com­
mercial ai rlin es stop-over on trans­
polar routes, and Fort Churchill , will 
be extended to accommodate the tank­
ers. The USAF base at Stepherwille . 
Nfld. and the RCAF base at Goose 
Bay, Labrador, are now used occasion­
al] y as tanker bases. 

Improved CF-100 Ejection 
An improved type of Martin-Baker 

ejec,rion seat is being inst:illed in all 
CF-lO0'·s now in use with the RC AF . 
O ne of the big diffe rences in this seat 
over the one presently in se rvice, is 
that the minimum ejection alti tude has 
been reduced to fifty feet. This has 
been accomplished by boosting the 
seat charge from 60 to 83 feet pe r sec­
ond. 

The e jection seq uence has 
~pceded up and a second:1ry 

been 
firing 

AIRCR.-IFT 

-------------------



rn cch:rni sm. insullcd under the seat. 
T his is to circu!llvent the instance 
whe re the ai rcrew member is unable 
to get hi s arms ove r his head to actu 
Me rhe face shield trigger. 

Timing of the se:1 t drogue chute h:1 s 
been reduced to one-half second after 
the seat clears the aircra ft. Two ol 
these drog ue chutes are deployed, fur­
ther ensuring that the seat wi ll disen­
g:1ge from the pilot or na viga tor. Thl'. 
automatic parachute opening is timed 
for 15,000 feet, instead of the former 
12,000 feet. 

Argus To Namao 
The fi rst CL-28 Arg us to be deliver­

ed to the RCAF is presen tl y under­
going cold weather trial s at Na mao, 
near Edmonton. Cond ucting the trial s 
are pilots, engineers and technicians of 
the RCAF's Central Exper imenta l & 

Proving Establishment. P roject test 
pilots fo r the trials a,re Flig ht Lieuten­
an ts G . R. Ayres and H.J. Robertson. 

Postings and Careers 
• Ai r Commodore Valance H . Pat­

ria rche h:1 s been se lected to attend rhe 
next course at the Imperial Defence 

"federal wheel-skis 
mean a lot to our 
business" 
" Our lumber and construction busi­
ness requires the year around use of 
our pla ne, sometim es into very remote 
a rea s. Federal wheel-skis make it pos­
sib le for us to fly a nywhere, anytime. 
The wintertime use of our plane has 
been increased by at least 50 ':o ." 

JoHN E. REGE:,,,/OLD a nd son, JAC K 

J oh nson Lum ber & Re~enold Construction 
S t. Paul, Minn. 

Take off and land on dry 
runways or snow 
F ederal wheel-skis permit takeoffs 
a nd la ndings under a ll winter con­
ditions . . . dry runwa ys or snow 
covered fields. The s kis can be raised 
or lowered while in flight or on the 
gro und by mea ns of hydraulic con­
trols in the cock pit. 

PROMOTION : A/ C C lare L. Annis , 
OBE, CD , has been promoted to the 
rank of Air Vice Marshal , and took 
over as Air Officer Commanding, Air 
Materiel Command, with headquarters 
a t Rackliffe , Ontario , January 6. 

College in London, England starting 
this month. Air Commodore Charles 
Greenway, who is attending the pre­
sent course at the College, will succeed 
him as chief of training at AFHQ. 

• Captain vVilliam M. Landy more, 
has been appointed to command Can-

.i.la\ new .1irn.tlt ,·;1rri<.:r the Bo11a -
1T 11t 11rc·. l It: s uu-ccd , C:1pt .1 in l !a rol,i 
V. ( ;roo;,. who has bcc11 posted Lo 

Esqu imalt, B.C., as command ing offi ­
ce r of: HMCS Nadcn. 

• Wing Com mancJer Philip Wilkin ­
so n, AF C, has rcti rccJ from the RCAF 
after 29 years of se rvice. W / C Wil ­
k inson joined the Serv ice in 1928 as a 
mechanic . H e took aircrew training 
as an observer in 1934 :rncJ after the 
outbreak of Wo·rl<l War II , was train ­
ed as an air gunner and proceeded 
overseas. Returned to Canada in 194 1, 
he became an instructor in air g unnery. 
In 1942 he was trained as a pilot, and 
on g raduation went on to bomber-re­
connaissance work . 

In the early post-war years, \,VI C 
Wilkinson served as officer command-­
ing a composite squadron at Sea 
Island, Vancouver. In 1948 he was 
transferred to Northwest ( now T ac­
tical) Air Command where he com­
manded a long range aerial naviga­
tion unit and later became comman­
dant a,t Edmonton. In August 1956, he 
was appointed director of training aids 
at AFH Q, a post that he now relin­
quishes. 

FEDERAL WHEEL- SKIS 
Available for all pleasure and cammercial 
aircraft adaptable ta skis . 

The standard of quality sine& 1925 

74-e FEDERAL SKI 4"d ENGINEERING (!~. 
Pione•r Oeslgnen ond Manufacturers of Approved Aircreft Slrla since 1925 
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