
JANUSZ ZURAKOWSKI . . 

anusz1Zurakowski. piloted the 

J 
:rµbsf potent, endu.ri.I)-g story irl 
C.ana!lian aviation and then, heart-

• broken, was grounded bypoµtical • 
• 'bet{aya). for pie next ,45 years. · 

'The celebrated test pilot of the 
Avro Arrow,Zurakowski, 89, died at his 
• home near Bagy'~ :§1ti.-01;1-t.,:wher~ he -
spent·the setondhalfofhis life as a 
backwq.ods tqurist oper!3-tcir and boat; 
designer. ;.-

He was remembered as a humble 
man who.could make airplanes do the 
unµiinkable. ,... ..,H ~ •. • , " 

"Tnis is"~ pil&t ~e.no qth~r," said his 
J:?id'grapher, Winnipeg wnter Bill' Zuk; .• 
whc>"has jusf·completed·a.z8o-page •• 
manuscripton tjie legendary £:ighter pi­
lot. "His favourite trick when he landed 
was to fly across the hinway upside • • 
down, etigage his landing gear straight 
up, then as·he ai?proached the ground~ 
he would roll the ~lane and to-q~h it 
down. ,,,, ,. 1 , • 

."Nb one' ever he{.; like that." 
His flight achievements ar~ legion; 

for here w~ apilot who trained as an 
engµi.eer but un4erstood.~e needs of 
builders. He would test ·dose to 60 new 
models in his flying career. 

Avro· Arrow test pilot, • -

In 1952, Ztirakowski was the first pilot 
to fly a Canadian-designed aircraft- United States. I spent 25 years in my ea- '_andfoughttltiring·the Second World 
the CF-1001

:...:..'. faster than the speed of reer and reached a high level, but I felt War. He later escaped to England, 
sound: in March 195.8, af!:er-five·years of . there was no more use." which meant leaving Anna, his future 
development.i he was the-first pilot to , In the eil$uihg 45 r,eai;s, the Avro leg~ wife,'behind. The co_uple later had two 
test the CF-105; better know1ras the Ar- en~ spawned a series o, b_ooks, televi- . 'boys, J}eorge and Mark. 
row. sion programs, iumoµrs and COI1$pir- " He then flew for the Royal Air Force 

It was considered the epitome of acy theories. ·' \ and fought in.the Battle ofi3ritain .• He 
Canadian ~ngineering, S

1
e'veJlty~seven Orily lasf summer, a;coriunemotative • • received two Polish medals for'his • 

feet long, 50 feet between ~g _tip~, iJ park, which includes.a quarter-scale • wartime services, which included twice· 
• was designe'd as an interceptor to travel • model of the Arrow, was µnv~iled in4 bailin~_out of a burning fighter. 
at Mach 2, or-twice the speed of ~ouild. ~ Barry's Bay to hondut theZurakowsld . • Eventually, the couple came to 
ylhen he landed at Malton, Ont., after . c6nfribution,.r ' , :., , .' •· ,_'I•·-~,.,.:. '\':. ., Can.ad,;i, where Zur.akowski worR:ed for ' 
the maiden 3f minute flight: IQ,QOO peo- • ''.At the time, it' w~ :W i.J;ici;edil5le · • :"A!_ V. Roe G,iµiada,-wlµch was trywg ~o..:. .. 
ple cheered. A national figure ¼-af b6rn. • blow,",said,Zuk..,. : . , develop militafy aircraft for the post-

But it was not to be. Ab,outto be 'dut- "It'vJas tfie fastes'ti-hig}jestfly~i-, j:lre' ,:·· ";yvar age. 't. " •. 
fitted with a better engine, the entir~., . ., 'epitpm~:<;>ft~chzj:ofogy) t would have .• ' Their answer was "the Arrow. De­
project was cancell~d 1:ly' the Co~erva- ! been the airc'raft'ever,yoP:e, was/ alldng • ·._ signed.to operate at z o,ooo feet, it 

-·· five government of John Diefenbaker about," he add~a? 'No~~t's the•sfory of ,, · cow.cl cliino ;i.t 38,450 feet a minute and 
onFeb.20,1959andthesixprototypes • theonethatg_9~,a~~f' "-' • :·"i • ; • coy].~traveli asfastastoday'sCF-18s. 
weredestroyed: . , • " Zurakowskiwasbo1'.1)'.onSept:12,1914, Whenthe.Arrowwascancelled;Zu-

"The Avro M0w w-as the high point • at Ryzawka/Russia and moved to i-akowski·had-lucrative offers to woi-k 
of my career. :once the cancellation of Po1and· seven years later. He was in~er- ' .,. in the U.S: but turned them down to. 

• the Arrow took place, ldecided to m?J<e ested iri aviation, froin an early age, win- · set up Kariuzy Lodge on Kamaniskeg 
- a change," Zurakowski said in a 1989 in- - ning_a 1929 national competition for - Lake west of Ottawa. 

terview. "I would have lost'my identity building model airplanes. 
as,a Canadian test pilot if I'd gone to the He joined the Polish Air Force m.·1934, CANWEST NEWS SERVICE 
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