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OUR EDITORIAL chair collected 
dust for a two-week penod 1r. 

September while its occupant was 
wandering through the west. If one 
can "wander" at 240 mph, _that is. We 
gained ·a striking impression of west­
ern Canada's new dimensions while 
travelling by TCA North Star. To 
anyone who has endured the long 
train haul from Tor,onto to the west 
coast the miracle of covering the 
dista~1ce in a few hours will never 
lose its inspiration. 

We overheard a smattering of criti­
cism re the noise level in the North 
Star cabin. Our impression was that 
the noise is greater than customary, 
parti-cularly during take-off and c:imb. 
We did not find it uncomfortable un­
der cruising conditions. 

In this connection, it was interest­
ing to examine a new exhaust mani­
fold design for the Merlin inboard 
engines of the North Star as it took 
s·hape in the TCA Winnipeg mainten­
ance shops. This collector ·will lead 
the exhaust over the nacelle for dis­
charge on the outboard side, away 
from the ca·bin. It is expected to re­
duce the noise problem considerab]~--

Really Big Business 
One of the most dramatic scenes 

we have witnessed for some time was 
not<l-1ing more t-han a routi.ne North 
Star arrival at the Lethbridge ter­
minal. Watching the gleaming bulk 
of the 40-passenger aircraft loom ou t 
0f the darkness of the taxi way and 
wheel about on the apron to di s-­
gorge its load , we were impressed wifr 
the sudden realization that the Canc,­
dian airline is now really big busi­
ness. The four-engined airliners have 
been fl y ing at close to 100% loGd 
factor since their introduction to the 
main line services last June. If t h2 t 
1.ype of business c·:mtinues at an y ­
thing like curren t level.s, t he airli ne 
will be doing very ni-cely. 

AnotheT picture which remains un­
usually \·ivid in the miscellany oI 
western fl igh t m emori es was glimpsed 
-from the ca,bin of a North Star a,, 
;.,e flew from Winnipeg to Toronto. 
Iwlow us spr·ead a white billowi ng 
sea of clc,ud. As the su n bega n to sE·t , 
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Clipped Wing Anson 
One of the most remarkable episodes in the history of Canadian 
bush flying concerns Tom Fox and his clipped-wing Anson, a story 
which in our opinion has not received due publicity. The illustra­
tions ;bove tell part ~f the story. One of Fox's pilots made a rough 
landing on the ice of Lake Chipewyan. The starboard wing was 
damaged, as shown in the lower left picture, so that there was only 
one aileron hinge left. Tom flew in with a hammer, a saw, wood 
and glue. Draping a tarpaulin shelter over the wing tip, lower right 
photo, he set to work. The temperature was shivering far below 
zero. 

In due time the starboard wing had been patched, with only ;:: 
third of the aileron remaining. Then the port wing had to be 
sawed off to match. The resulting clipped-wing Anson, as shown 
above, was ready for flight. 

The intrepid and resourceful Mr. Fox then proceeded to get 
air-borne. He found that the abbreviated Anson flew well enough 
although aileron control was none too positi v e and 28 in. of boost 
was required to maintain safe flying speed. With nine and a half 
feet removed from each wing the Anson flew to McMurray where 
wheels replaced skis, then continuc,d to Edmonton. 

this cloudy sea was tinted crimso:1 
for a brie.f interlude. Then these coh:;rs 
faded, tq be re_placed in a short while 
wiH, the radiance of a full moon 
'glinting \from the prop spinners and 
silverin~ the cloud pattern below. 

One cqu_ld not escape the r ealiza­
tion that m our preoccupation with 

I • l d . the commerc1a an time-saving :f-2;: -

tures jof air travel, we tend to forget 
that here is still a lingering 'beauty 
and r!man ce in the skies. 

Ori inal Idea-One of the best id eas 
we h ve encountered in s:-ime little 
time as in e ffect at Chinook Air 

Service. Calgary. Franz M-cTav:sh --~,­
showed us a specia l ·hulletin ibodrd in ,' , 
his flight office on which the picture 
of each flying student is displayed. 
The pictures were grouped according _;. 
to pre -solo, solo, private, commercia 1 
or tran.,port qualifi-cations. The name 
of each student w--.s displayed promin­
ently with the picture. Result: Stu­
dent s took a pride in moving from 
one group to the next. Furthermore, 
it was an ideal way of ensuring that 
students became acquainted with their 
f-dlows. Must be a help to the in­
structors, too. 
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