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By Keri James

On April 30, 1996 three trucks left
Wetaskiwin carrying a precious cargo.

Enormous pieces of wood and steel,
carefully strapped down and covered with
tarps to protect them from the weather.

The past nine years of Allan Jackson’s
life...

These pieces of wood and steel will
become a full-scale replica of the CF-105,
the Avro Arrow. Canada’s dreams of
technological superiority were pinned to
the Arrow, and tragically the Arrow was
killed in infancy.

They will be used in filming a T.V.
mini-series about the making of the
Arrow, of which six were completed, then
hacked and torched to scrap. The tragedy
of this still captures the imagination of
story-tellers, just as it did Allan Jackson’s
nine years ago.

Allan began making aircraft models at
age 11, and later took an aircraft
engineering course at the Southern
Alberta Institute of Technology in
Calgary. But on Feb. 20, 1959 he became
disillusioned.

“Fourteen thousand people were laid off
that Black Friday,” he says. “There went
the jobs. What were a bunch of young
green guys like us going to do?”

He left aircraft engineering, and took up
other challenges. He never thought about
aircraft again until the day he walked into
a bookstore in 1987.

“I stumbled across Arrow, the ;
book put out by the Arrowhead

An Arrow for the making

people. I started leafing through, found it
quite technical and well illustrated, so I
bought it.”

He took it home, read it and re-read it, and

started doodling at his kitchen table.

“I thought it might be kind of neat to
duplicate what they have in Ottawa, just to
have some representation in Western
Canada. From there the project kind of got

- out of hand.”

He began assembling scraps in his
garage, built his first intake, and completed
the nose section (including intakes and
cockpit) after some 2,000 hours of work. It
appeared at the last Namao airshow, and was
put on display at Reynolds-Alberta Museum
in Wetaskiwin.

After that he couldn’t leave it alone. He
began toying with ideas to build the rest,
made more doodles, drawings and plans, and
a window of opportunity presented itself:
shop space, with an overhead crane, to
fabricate the main frame over the winter of
1994-95. Come spring, he hauled 1,500 lbs
of welded steel out of the shop, and
assembly took all of two hours.

“From the beginning, it seemed it was
destined to be. I’ve had no frustrations, and
everything fits easily. I’ve had
encouragement from every quarter, and help
comes along just when I need it.”

Allan believes in accuracy, and so far it’s
been a one-man job. He doesn’t cut corners,
but he’s using the simplest techniques and
cheapest materials that will do the job.

“It’s just a great big Trojan Horse. It will
look and sound like the real thing on the

A crane lifts some of the “rubble” inside the

Arrow replica into place. If you're curious

about the accuracy of this project, see our

ggg‘trirg 1994 issue for a picture of the nose
on. ‘

= 7 = st T

Allan Jackson rubs down part of the frame

before applying primer.

outside, and without Plexiglas panels, who
cares about the rubble inside?”

Allan was torn when the movie moguls
first approached him. His passion had
carried him through nine long lonely
winters, and would carry him to the finish
in another five. He was prepared to face the
problems of space and manpower that
would, inevitably, soon arise.

He wasn’t prepared for the offer of “help”
they brought, that would transplant his
project two provinces away! There’s still a
lot of gestation required before the finished
Arrow can be born.

But a finished, full-size Arrow was
needed. As designated supervisor, Allan
will take time here and there to ensure the
work crew understands his hieroglyphics,
and his personal standards, for fabricating,
blending, sheeting and finishing.

This quiet, modest man, with no other
agenda than creating something no one else
has been able to, is becoming a celebrity.
This may surprise him.

“I’m a nuts and bolts man. I only work
on one thing at a time. People mostly
think I’m crazy if they even know what
I’m doing. Rumors have got out, and it’s
like, some guy kicking frozen hockey
pucks down the street is doing what?”

But the National Film Board was there
to record the loading and the move, and Jim
Floyd, VP of Engineering for Avro
Canada, and Member of Canada’s Aviation
Hall of Fame, will probably be there to see
this Arrow at roll-out. J
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Avro Arrow

By Brad Gawaid The
Frdaniaierant Raparer
ALL IT & conveygence of flighry

O

Io & medium-size city on the eastern edyo
of the Canadian Prairies, movie praducer s
are making plans for a TV mini-scries
about the Avro Artow, this countiy's st
celebrated and controversal sireraft pro
foct

They have a script. They heve 4 sta
Whgt they dan have, however, is an ar
phane

Elsewhere on the Prauries, in a line urws
fo the shadow of the Roekiss, 1 pam laboury
in solitudo on & pet project — a Al ycale
modal of the Avro Arrow — which he docs.
uY ynague he'll finish before the turn of
the century

Almost by chancs, they learn about each
othor A dewd s struck 1o transport the
skeleial fruoe of this huge, Thightless burd
1o Manitoba,

And this week, in 3 hangar ncur the Win-
tupeg International Alrport, 3 crew of 10
carponters and craftsmen v working
fevershly to cemplete i threr weeks what
would have uken Albertan Athvy Jackson
until the year 2000, ?

“They get at loast & 300 hour hesd start,
bacause of sl the work I've put ind ir wo
far" said Jackson, a steel wdustry sales
ostizuator who lives in Wotagiowin, & town
shout & kalometres south of Edmonion

“And I'll yet (0 se¢ them fiaish the thisgs
That [ wasn't able o do bocayse of the time
and monoy wvoived They gain, [ gilo
Buerybady goins.”

Tho goal right now 1 to get this moded
of the Arvow completed by shortly afve:
June {2, whon principsi photography
Doguns on the fourshour mini-series, whizh
stars Dan :}mwd, Saruh Botsford
(BN G,) and Aldan Devine (Nt Worth)

The two-part drama, directed by Don
McHrearty (Burterbox Babuwes) 1s 2 co-nro

n of Wingsper's John Auron Produc
ftons and Toronro fw:ed Tapestry Films
and The Pim Works The Arrow G sehed
Wed w awr early next yesr on CBC TV,

Jacksan, 59, was i hus 205 when the CF
103 (Arrow) uerceptor jer progect was
abruptly cancelled in 1959 He hay man.
wined a corum nitsrest m arplanes acd
rndet duplding, 4nd decded 10 take hus off
acd on hobby (c a much larger jcaic ;n
1990, altar reading o bock about the Ay ro
Arbacle

"I was m an serooaurical shincerng

IR

R
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Silmmaker
finds model in Alberta
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eams take off -
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program in Calgary at the time the Arrow
Wus canceiled,” he sand during a telwphone
later view, “That kind of destroyed my
hopas of getting ww the mdustry. 1 wegt
into axother line of wark, but I never foegat
4bour ar ”

Setf financed and working alane in hus
spare twae, Just five oc slx months of the
vear 10 avaid huwsout, Jackson completed
the nose-and cockpyt section of the model
1993 and was woridng on the metal fram
g far the body, wings asd tal whet Tho
ArTow's producers came calling,

"1 had muxed feolings about turning «
over 10 someone else,* he said *But I had
resched a polnt where it was becomiog
werensingly difficult tn torms of shop
space, rime and monsy *

Araingly, he based hus mode] oo tlay
diagrams u 15e back of the dagk he had
read, then measured, calculated and
cxtrapelated the praportions up to fyll
scale, When comploted, Jackson's earth-
bound versan of te AsTow will be accy-
vate to within inches of the protatype’s
actusal 31ze.

“It's presty uabelevble, whee you can-
sudor what he had to work with, * sad David
Melrose, constructian sypervisos on the
Arrow raode!

Yestesday, as worksrs wued in a vacant
hangar on the southiwes? Comer of the air-
port property, the model bare a siight
resemblance to 3 well picked fish ontree
— bead and 1] igtact, with nethung but
ribd and backbone m between.

“This thang w o reg) cut-and-Fr {ob,” smid
Meirosc. whn oxplained rhat the Arrow
midel messures st over 24 metees in
length and hus a wingspan of mgre thap 1S
el

FTER COMPLETING the wooden
1aner ribbing of the mociap, a ply-
wood and aluminym exterior MK be

applicd and motorized landing wheois

winfalied W make Yus museuwn-qualty tao-
sunle ready 1 roll un fromt of the camerns.
In adcition 1o thas full-scale copy, The

Arrow's producers ure alss construeting 3

pair of two metre-long. regote-contrel mr.

Srafr 10 he uved m the projects Might

pequences

They hope 10 shoot sume scanes i at

Rant two hgrorie Winmpeg buddings, the

0l Free Presy building o Carlton Street

and the CIRC buddung an Mata Soreer

Alcr hootuig 18 con’:&dﬂcd on the M

Aerins the ) scale mode! will he rerurned

fe Alborix and put on display ip the

Keynolds Alberta Museum

EH OOV Aot .0 P08 PRE 43
Wrakars =ioh tA crevnleten Aillacsle 3 mmrg awdal v Hrvve W shvvd TV wideLaasias
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- Wianipegger, today's
start of lming of the CBC
minj-series The Arrow trans-
lates into one frenzied
thought — one-time Blues
Brother, Ghostbuster and son
of Driving Miss Daisy, Dan
Aykroyd 1s somewhere in
Winnipeg this very moment.

CHANNELING

DENISE
DUGLAY

To the Winnipeg film community, The
Arrow means steady employment, The
$7.1 million mini-series, co-produced by
Winnipeg's John Aaron Productions and
Toronto’s Film Works and Tapestry shoots
for eight weeks (one month with Aykroyd).

But to Derok Woolley, by his own esti-
mation the only person in Winnipeg W
have worked on the controversial post-
WWII Canadian jet fighter, today is see-
otzd!?nlv in importance to Black Friday
itse

“Eleven in the morning, Friday, Feb.
20, 1859, 88-yearold Woolley says with the
precision of 3 career seronautical engi-
neer, recalling the day Tory prime minis-
tgr John Diefenbaker axed the Arrow

“We had just gone for colffee,” says
Wooliey, who was the flight test engineer
on the Toronto-based project, “and were
back 8t our desks when the public
address system came on... ‘It's just been
announced in the Bouse of Commons.
The Arrow has been canceled, effective
immnoediately™

Since then, Arrow workers and
observers, dubbed Arrowheads, have
veen divided intotwo

camps.

puter technolog

To the 14,000 taid off
(Woolley was one of 100
engineers kept on while 1,500 packed up
their desks) and other supporters it was
either cowardly, Insane oy a vendetta
against the Liberals, who launched the
project and, specifically, against flerce
Liberal Arrow company head, Crawford
Gordon (to be played by Aykroyd;

This passion spurred rumors that per
sist today that one of the six Arrows sur
vived Dief's wrecking order. “That's not
true. My office overicoked
the planes, I saw all six cut
up.” he says, adding only
one front section remains
in Ottawa’'s National
Museum

Sifting comfortably in
his Charleswood home,
five years retirod from his
last job as Boeing's direc-
tor of engineering, Woolley
says 37 years has cooled
his Black Fyiday rage.

“If you gsked me at the
time, there was only ooe
thing that mattered — tech-
nology. and lechnological-
ly, (the Arraw) was at the
forefront of the world acro
nautical industry.”

His theory: “The west-
ern Tories were going to
get those Liberals,” he
says recalling a political
¢artoon that showed
Diefenbaker flattening the
Ar'row with a ﬂ;swnlzer
ca AR, 1%

\
"TNE ELECTRIC
\WoRK

FUEN

Some weicomed the can-

cellation of & project that
was Hdlculously over-bud

§ (cost per jet climbed
ge om about $2 million to
$12.5 milhon) , even if it did \
boast nunwcord brealdng B
spoeds and ad

Aykroyd Film sends hopes socsrw

Whatever the motivation, the cancella-
tion of the Arrow sapped Canada's sero-
nautical brain trust and doomed iwellto
the international sidelines. The national
corps of engineers piummeted from 9,000
in 1957 to a curvent ievel of about 100 “Of
all my immediate friends, ¥ was the only
one (o stay in Canadsa. Thirty of them
went 1o NASA to work on the Mercury
and Apollo programs.”

He is not, however, blind to its flaws.

THE WINNIPEG SUN Wedngsday, June. 12,1996

W EXPERT WITNESS: Wooisy checks out repla of the controvarsial |t ﬂgms,

MOoTeR S
JUsT pEivE”
RAKS UP 4

I

.{!"-‘

0}

“From an economic point of view, |
S0 sure the Arrow was a good be
no doubt the management of the
were a 10t Lo blame for the demi:
thought they were all-powerful an
lot of arrogant things.”

Born and cducated in England
Woolley was o young to fight in WWII
but he was raised on its Jore and inspired
by its aeronautical advances. To him
Canada’s Arvow was a clear shot to th

lead of the world aer')spa‘ ¢
industry
$o he, like other so-called

? Arrowhoads, are grn

| this mini-series wi
feelings
He is glad the story i
finally baing told. But,
with a brief red-hot rafey
once to the controversia

(&

CBC war documentars
The Valour And The
Horror (“Y totally dis
agreed with ') he says:
he’s also way

"It depends what political

slant “\(“f lnke but hu;
fully, it will begOod ente
tauunml he sad.

However the full-size
Arrow model got his
approval, Visiting it yes
torday for the fivst time
he was clearly impress
“They've done g very «
itadble 0b... esveclal

THE Cock



Arrow medsi;
Aykioyd (left); ;

Edited by BAREAFRA Wit K A S T 3,000 howrs to
construct in a

Helplng a Calladlaﬂ 4y = ? two-car garage

:

It was a tall order The pro- full-scale mock:

port I'Il" \’v;fzt;
ducers of The Arvow, a CBC  up of the | ~

ot the

mini-series now being shot s the flg o §
Winnipeg, had a great Carnadl  discove Z
an story and an ostablished man who we $
Canadian star, Dar Aykroyd. one step zhe = §

S

But in preparing the drama of them. Last fali

about the development of the  through an Arrow Web site iavs he devoted about 3,

Avro A!'POW jct ﬁgh!er, the pro-  the Iaternet thev Coniacies owsofhisspare ime o 1

ducers still had to cast the c Alan fackss Alberts  ing uf‘hf’}“ hmodei out o

tral role—the plane i*self hobbyist w : =} wood and fibre gl

Ottawa’s controversial L.zmeh‘. years building a mock Arres was 80 per cent com

tion of the Arrow in 1959, the fis twomcar oo ace he agreed to rent it 5 the
§ lastofthe jets werechopped up A sales esEimator for a steel  filvimake ers, whe would £nish
~ and sold for scrap Deudnr. graung plant in Weasks m, /O—ihe job in Winndpeg. It fook

hat they would have to bui km-south of Edmonton. facks: ‘v-:;:.‘tor trailers to trans

ter crime-solver

artway through 1990's Silence of the Lambs, the
FBI investigator D!a)ed by Jodie Foster re.
= marks that no pattern exists to her quarry's B
- killings—if there were, she savs, “the computer
would have picked it up.” When the miovie was shot,
Foster’s character was jumping the gun: no pro-
- gram or computer existed that could determine pat
terns in geographic dats about crimes, That has
now changed, thanks 1o Det. Insp. Kim Rossmo, a
16year veteran of the Vancouver police department
who also has a PhD in criminology. Building on
work undertaken for his degree at Simon Fraser
_ University in nearby Burnaby, B C . Rossmy
_ veloped software that sifts through (hooeon ;}"

LIk o
the bodies. It &!)(‘Y‘ prec ( is K
killer, near where he work
residence. Tested ret
cnmes Of sen ’
accurately pinpot
&S in Coquitlam: b
L5 leash his dig
e Backed by Sun Microsy
& tamview, Calif Rogxmo and &
'. have developed a pmt, VP Wi
" being tested by Vanc
ing o petential cus
reaklife FBI unit in 15te
Oison: geographic patterns  character was employed in Sil

The way the ball bounces
[hen Canad:an tennis player Greg Rusedski opted last yesr = CACHEER
: onder 2 British passport (his mother is British), he
y Canadian fans who had hoped that the six-foot
i couid be 3 top 20 player for Canada. Stilf,
 had his reasons: he stepped in 23 Britain's
t there was potertial for hefty endorsement
ked player in May, 1995, when he
imbiedon, he rose gradually to 3
since then, Rusedski has tailed
wesk, he is the number
Tim Henman. His
Union Jack:

career nigh of 33 iu
tﬂ, 80 that a5 Wimbledo
piayer, behind Davis €




