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THI S DOCUMENT ON LOAN FROM THE PRIVY COUNCIL OFFICE - CANADA 

SECReT 

CAB,INBT CONCLUSIONS 

A meeting of the Cabinet was held in t he 
Privy Counci l Chamber on Wednesday, December 31st, 
1958, a t 2 :30 p .m. 

Present : 

The Pri me Mi nister 
(Mr. Die fenbake r) in the Chair, 

The Minister of Veterans Aff airs 
(Mr . Brooks), 

The Minister of Transport 
(Mr . Hee s), 

The Minister of National Def ence 
(Mr. Pearkes), 

The Minister of Trade and Comme r ce 
(Mr. Churchill), 

The Ministe r of Justice 
(Mr. Fulton), 

The Minis t er of National Revenue 
(Mr . Nowlan), 

The Ministe r of A'riculture 
(Mr . Harkness , 

The Ministe r of Fi sherie s 
(Mr . MacLean), 

The Postmaster General 
(Mr . William Hamilton), 

The Mini ste r without Portfolio 
(Mr. Macdonnell ) , 

The Minister wi thout Portfolio 
(Mr . Browne), 

The Minister of Mines and Technical Surveys 
(Mr . Comtois), 

The Minister of Northern Affairs 
and Nat i onal Resources 

(Mr . Alvin Hamil t on) , 
The Secretary of State for Exte rnal Affairs 

(Mr . Smith), 
The Minister of Defence Production 

(M r . 0 'Hurl ey), 
The Secretary of State 

(Mr . Courtemanehe ) . 

The Secretary to the Cabinet 
(Mr . Bryce ), • 

The Assistant Secretar y to the Cabinet 
(Mr . Fournier) . 
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Jnvitation to Soviet l eaders to visit Canada 

6. The Prime Minister, r e ferr ing to the 
forthcoming visit o i' the U.S.S .R. ·nrst Deputy Premier 
t o the United State s , asked whe t he r Mr . Mikoyan should 
be invited to come t o Canada following his U.S . visit. 
He also wondered whether Mr. Khruschev should be invited . 

7 . Duri...!!.6_ the brie f discussion t here was 
gene ral oppositionexpressed to invitinge°fther Mikoyan 
or Khruschev. The purpose of Mikoyan•s visit to the U.S . 
was still not clear. There ,,as some hope that he might 
be prepared to discuss the Berlin situation . During the 
recent Soviet-Canada trade discussions, the Soviet 
delegation had sugge s~ed that the resulting agreement, 
this time , be signed in Moscow. If this m?t with the 
government's approval, Mikoyan might be invited here 
as a friendly gesture . However, unless the government 
had in mind achieving some real benefits from a Russian 
visit, invitations had better not be made . Opposition 
would certainly COil!'.? rrom Que bee and groups of new 
Canadians, etc . It was recalled that when Khruschev 
had visi ted the United Kingdom, he had appealed directly 
to the British peopl~ over the head of the U.K. government. 

8. The Cabinet agreed that no action be 
taken to invite Sovie t l eaders to visit Canada at this time . 

Civil Service; t ime off for Roman Catholics on Epiphany 

9 . The Secretary of State said he had sent 
a l etter to the ~rime Minister thataay about a request 
from the Civil Service Commission that Roman Catholic 
civil servants be g i ven tim., off to attend church services 
on Epiphany . He explained that this request h~d always 
been granted in the past . It was a purely routine matter. 

10. The Cabinet agreed that the Civil Service 
Commi ssion be allowed to grant to Roman Catholics time 
off to attend church s e rvices on January 6th, epiphany Day . 

CF-105 ro ramme; cancellation 
r e!erence de . 22) - -

11 . The Prime Minister asked whether any member 
of the Cabine t wlshed to change the decision whlch had been 
made on the Arrow programme . 

12 . The Minister of National Defence said that 
there was no change In the opinion of his advisers ··on th"' 
matter and he pointed out that, if th~ government decided 
to make an announcement before March 31st, the sum of 
$10 million could be saved from the following year 's 
e stimates. Only $50 million had been included in these 
tstimates to cover cancel lation charge s or to enable the 
development to be carried on for a three -month period 
should the decision go the other way . He added that the 
latest cost figure s provided by Avro (with the Falcon and 
Hughes fire control and missile system) indicated that tha 
best cost possible per aircraft would be $5 million . 
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13. D\.l__r1ni the discussion it ~•as hopad 
that something c ould be: done .tor t he aircraft. 1nd atry 
to softe tha blo\'! 1-ihich would resu t rro111 the cancellation 
of the Arrow programme . It was po i nted out that, if the 
Convair-Canadair bid e r ~ accepte d y the Unite d State a, 
t he b s i ne ss would not go to vro but to Canada1r in 
Montre al . 

14. The Cab1.ne t noted the comments of the 
1n1st.¾ r of National De fence o the question of c ancelling 

the Arro1 • programme. 

R. B . Bryce , 
Se cret ary to t he Ca 1 et , 
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