
To: Avro Museum 
Arrow 11 Project 

I am very happy to present to the museum the DVD "Supersonic Sentinel" narrated by my late 
husband Lou Wise. 

It was my wish that I could have met you in person but at the age of 99 I am unable to travel 
long distances. 
I am therefore asking my dear friend Noriko Date to represent me. 

I truly hope that many people will enjoy learning the history of the Avro Arrow by viewing the 
video created by a man who contributed so much to the Arrow program years ago. 

I wish you great success in your project to preserve such an important part of Canadian 
Aviation History. 

Lena Wise I per Noriko Date 
October, 2022 



In the early ·1950's, under the leadership o f 
Jim Floyd, Vice President Engi neering, Avro 
Aircraft began the early design studies that 
led to !he in i1 ial design and test program fo r 
the bu ildinµ n f thi: Arrow. From the outset it 
was inte nded to be the forem ost. , long range 

interceptor-fi ghter ever conce ived. fts intended rok at. the height of the 
'cold "var' with the Sovie t Union, wou ld be to provide counter 
measu res against any heavy bomber attack force that might approach 
the North American cont inent from the north . 

:rom the outset, it ,-vas decided to proceed \.vilh a s ignificant test 
program in the wind tunnels: !he flu tter test rig: ·1.hc launching of'• free­
flighf models and other sophisticated tests sn that the firs t. aircraft 
produced would be so lhoroughly prc-lestt'd, it would not be a pro to­
type, but rather a production ai rcraft bu ilt on a complete production 
line with production too iing. 

The first Arrow off the end of the line was RL20 l. It fi rst lkw on 
March 25. 1958--and a most successful test fli ght it was. Other Arrows 
came steadi ly off the end o f the production line in ihe fo llmving 
months. By early 1959, the firs t fi ve AJTows had flown and were part 
Df the early flight test development program. In all respects the Arrow 
was meeting or exceed ing all design goals established for it. But there 
was a growing belief in some political and mili tary ci rcles that lhe day 
~>f the manned interceptor was nvcr. The Federal govcrnn1enl decided 
to cancel the project in February l 959 and issued instructions that all 
1\rrov.:s, both completed and on the production l ine, wen.: to be 
:iestroycd. 

The 16mm fil m, ·"Supersonic Sentinel" covers every stage o 
Jcsign; the early test programs; sett ing up for production; the 
xodm:tion line al work; first flight of the first Arrow and the on-going 
·light test program. The 23 minute ti1 m was completed in August 
1958, j ust five months afier the first 0ight of Arrow RL201. lt is an 
\vro Aircraft. Film ~nd Photography Department production. It was 
-,roduccd, directed and narrated by Lou \Vise, the Manager of that 
tepartmenL 

N otes by Lou Wise 
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Produced, Directed and Narrated by Lou Wise 
"Supersonic Sentine/' 1 is the original 16mm Motio 
Picture completed in August 1958, six months aftei 
the first flight of the Avro Arrow on March 25. 

One of the few artifacts not destroyed following the 
cancellation of the Arrow program in Februaf) 
1959, the original film has been transferred to DVC. 1 

format so that audiences of today might see the 
complete story of this amazing aircraft. Lou Wise 



Your dedication to improving the lives of people 

who are developmentally challenged has helped 

them reach for the sky and fly higher than anyone 

could have ever imagined. 

~~GJrl~o{ 

Lou T. Wise 
April 27, 1921 - July 24, 2019 



Lou Wise A Pilot and Aerial Photographer 


