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Air Marshal
Favored Arrow,
'iCan’t Comment

Air Marshal C. Roy Slemon,
{Canada's top defense authority
land second-in-command of the
North American air defense
isvslem, said last night from his
home in Coloradn Springs that
he would be unable to comment
on the Federal Government's.
|decision 1n scrap the Arrow.’
| The air marshal, who lasi
November revealed at NORAD
headquarters that he believed
the Arrow was indispensable to
this continent's defense said:

“I have just relurned this
evening " from an out-of-town
trip and have not heard any of
the details of the decision, But
both branches of the NORAD]|
syslem (referring o the RCAFK
and the USAF) are completely
responsive  lo any decisions
made by our lwo governments.

“Regavdless of what the ac-
tual decision is—and it certainly
must be a proper one—I will b(:l
unable to comment on it.”

The air marshal said there
(were no immediale allernative
sources for manned interceptlors
for NORAD.

Both he and Gen. Earle T.
Partridge, USAF, commander
of NORAD, have slated empha-
tically that manned interceptors
are a vital facet of defense
planning and would be for some
years to come. |

At the time of Air Marshal
Slemon’s statements in favor of
the Arrow, NORAD experts
said there were manned inter-
ceplors either ready or in de-
velopment stages in the United
States, but the air 'marshal
slated several reasons why he
considered the Arrow prefer-
jable Lo any other aireraft avail-
able now, or in the next few
years. . 3 ‘






