
Air -Marshal 
favored Arrow, 
Can't _Comment 

Air J\-farshal C. Roy Siemon, 
C11nada '~ top dc{ense authority 
;,nd second-in-commAnd of the 
North Amer il-11 11 :tir dden~I'! 

:~y~lr.1n. ·said fast ni.si:hl from hi.~ 
home in CoJnradn Springs th~I 
he would be un11bk lo comment 
on lhe Federal- Government·~ 

1l decision lo scrap the Arrow. · 
The Air manhal, who Last 

No·vember revealed .:it NORAD 
headquarlers that he bellevPcl 
I he Arrow was indi. pensable to 
this cominent's defense said: 

"I J1ave just returned thi~ 
even ing ' from an out-ol-lown 
trip and have not heard any of 
tbe det11ils of the rlccisi on. But 
hoth branthes of the NOTIA0 
system (ref •!Ting to the JICAf 
and lhe USA ri are completely 
responsive Lo any <le<:isi ons 
ma1le I.Jy our two g0Yer11ments . 

.. "Heg;1rdlcs.~ ol whal the ac­
tual dN:lsion il!--and H certai nl y 
must b.e a proper one-! will be 
unable lo comment on it. " 

TJ1e air marshal sAicl I here 
\\"ere no immediate alternative 
l;l!U1Tes for manned in terceptors 
(or NO.RAD . 

.Both he and Gen. Eai:tc T . 
ParMdge,-. USAF, commander 
of NORAD, have ~taled empha­
tically that manned Interceptors 
are a vital tac.et . ol de(en~I' 
planning and would be for some 
years to come. 

At the time cir Air Marshal 
Slemon·s ~lalemenls in J,-ivor of 
t he Arrow, 'OTIAD experts 
said lher were manned inter• 
c plors eilhP.r ready or in de­
velopment sla!!es in the United 
St ill.es, but the air • marsh;il 
stated s veral re11sons why he 
rrin~irlered the Arrow pre!Pr­
ahle lo 11ny other, 11ircrnll ;ivail­
able now, or in the next Iew 
yean . . 




