Comets to Fly

AFHQ has announced that a de-
cision has been made to have modifi-
cations carried out on its Comet 1A
jet transports, to permit their return
to full operational service. The air-
craft are being flown to the de Havil-
land factory at Broughton, near Ches.
ter, in the United Kingdom, for the
modification work, which will take
about a year to complete.

Both Comets are being flown from
Downsview, Toronto, to the United
Kingdom by de Havilland crews, head-
ed by John Cunningham, de Havilland
test pilot. The first Comet, following
test flights out of Downsview, left for
the United Kingdom on May 25, and
the second will follow in July. The
medifications to the RCAF’s Comets
will be similar to those now being in-
corporated in the RAF’s Comet 2’s.

When returned to service with the
RCAF they will provide facilities for
transport, as well as a suitable means
of exercising the Canadian defence
system against high-speed aircraft simu-
lating enemy bomber attacks, accord-

ing to AFHQ.

Bid Rejected

A recent Ottawa news report says
that the Department of National De-
fence has rejected the RCN's proposal
to operate two aircraft carriers. The
Bonaventure, now nearing completion
at Belfast, Northern Ireland, is sched-
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uled for commissioning in the RCN
in October. After the Bonaventure
joins the fleet, the Magnificent, on loan
from the Royal Navy since 1948, will
be returned.

The Navy's argument for the re-
tention of the Magnificent, according
to the report, was that more recruits
could be trained at one time in the
carrier than either of the two training
cruisers, the Quebec and the Ontario.
However, the Defence Department
feels the cost of operating the Magnifi-
cent as well as the Bonaventure would
outweigh the advantages, especially at
a time when NATO countries are
trying to cut defence costs by concen-
trating on top priority items. It is
understood that the RN has no pres-
ent use for the Magnificent and it
would be just as happy if Canada kept
her in service.

Heliport Frigates

An experiment to test the feasibility
of operating helicopters from escort
vessels of the frigate class will be car-
ried out by the RCN this summer.

Approval has been given, according
to naval authorities, for the installation
of a helicopter platform on the frigate,
HMCS Buckingham, based at Hali-
fax. Work on the installation is ex-
pected to be completed in July and
trials - with helicopter landings and
take-offs twill begin immediately there-
after. The tests will be tried in vari-
ous sea and weath#rTonditions.

TILT WING: Artist's drawing depicts turbine-powered VTOL reesarch aircraft which
Vertol Aircraft Corp. is designing and developing under contract to the U.S, Army
and the USN. A single turboprop engine will be geared to two rotorprops mounted
on the wing tips. The wing will 1ilt into the positions shown; the lower for vertical
take-off and landing, the upper for normal flight.
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Officials say the frigate is the small-
est type ship to be considered for heli-
copter operations in naval history. Seo
far, helicopter operations have been
limited to ships no smaller than the
ice-breaker HMCS Labrador with a
gross tonnage of 5400 tons. Frigates
come at weights of around 1,500 tons.
If the experiments prove the idea feas-
ible, authorities claim that the heli-
copter could become the most eficient
submarine hunter of all time as it will
no longer be limited to operation from
land or off large ships.

SAC in Canada

The USAF Strategic Air Command
has a bomber base in Canada, at Goose
Bay, Labrader, according to a press
report from Ottawa. At the present,
the base is being used by the USAF
refueling tankers which take off to
meet the B-47 globe<ircling bombers
cf SAC. It is also used as a stop-over
point for the bombers on specific oper-
ations.

The report points out that the ability
of the B-47 bombers to use Goose Bay
is a help to the RCAF's Air Defence
Command. RCAF CF-100 fighters
constantly make practice interceptions
on the B-47 aircraft.

F-104 Interest

An RCAF official has confirmed the
possibility that the RCAF is looking
into the F-104 Starfighter, the USAF’s
1,500 mph fighter, as a possible re-
placement for the F-86 Sabres now in
service. However, it is a common pro-
cedure, he said, to investigate the oper-
ational characteristics of mest new air-
craft. If the RCAF should decide that
the F-104 is the aircraft to complement
the CF-100, the report suggests that
Canadair will be the prime contractor
for the Canadian version.

One Out of Four

According to the daily press Canada
is falling behind in RCAF commit-
ments to the NATO. News stories say
that the Canadian Government promis-
ed NATO last year that by the end of
1956 it weuld have feur CF-100 jet
fighter squadrons in Europe and it
is now known that only one CF-100
squadron will reach the RCAF Ng. 1
Air Division by the end of the year.

The press quoted senior officials as
saying that the chief reason is that,
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FEARSOME FIREFLASH: Shown

mounted on the wingtip of a Meteor.
the two massive rocket motors which pro
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is the Fairey Fireflash air-to-air guided missile,
said to be the first such British weapon to destroy a drone aircraft. The Fireflash,
a beam-rider type of missile, is in production for the RAF. In the photo it is
The Fireflash proper is to be seen between
ject ahead of the finely-shaped nose of the
missile itself. The motors, it is understood, are blown clear when expended,

thecugh the RCAF now can obrain all
the aircraft it wants with relative ease,
it has been unable to get as many air-
crew as it would like. If four squad-
rons were moved to Europe at once,
this aircrew shortage weuld make it
difficult to fill the gap left in the ranks
cf the home defence squadrons within
a reasonable peried of time.

Actually, if Canada made any firm
commitment to have all the premissd
CF-100 squadrons overseas by the end
of this year, it was made in private.
The only public statements on the sub-
ject were made by Defence Minister
Ralph Campney who told Commons
in January of 1955 that by the end of
1956 Canada “heped” to re-equip four
of the 12 RCAF squadrons overseas
with CF-100s.

It would appear by the comment
made in Cemmons by the Minister on

May 16, 1956, that only one squadron
will receive the CF-100 aircraft this
year. In reply to a query frem MP
Jehn B. Hamilton, Mr. Campney said:
“We have 12 squadrons in Europe
equipped with Sabre jets. We propaose
to equip four of those squadrens with
CF-100s instead.

of more or fewer squadrons; it 1s a

It is net a questicn

question of change of equipment.”

According to the NATO agreement
Canada is to maintain 12 squadrens
in Europe, a task that has been fulfilled
since 1953,

Jets Dangerous?

A special class for the Roval Cana-
dian Mounted Police in British Colum-
bia has been given a course in the pro-
cedures for rescue operations in the
event of the crash of armed jet air-
craft.

Using first line jet aircraft, includ-
ing a USAF Scorpien, a CF-100, and
a T-33. RCAF wechnical personnel at
Sca sl
crashed jet can pack a dose of sudden
death.

and demonstrated how even a

Pushing the wrong lever or
butten can kill both rescuers and crew
members trapped inside, the instruc-
tors said. Twa of the danger points
highlighted were the seat ejection lever,
which could detenate the explesive
charge connected to the mechanism,
and the firing butten, which could dis-
charge the aircraft’s reckets and can-
non with disastrous results.

The police officers, representing de-
tachments frem all parts of British Col-
umbia, were given the special instruc-
tion under the direction of Squadren
Leader George Sheahan, officer com-
manding No. 121 Cemmunications &
Rescue Squadron, to enable them to
lead rescue operations wherever a jet
might crash. The program will even-
tually cover all RCMP officers in B.C.

Spring Airlift

The RCAF's 435 Squadron, Namao,
Alberta, has reported  the  successful
cempletion of another annual operation
with the airlifting of some 1,250,000
pounds of supplies from Resolute Bay
to weather swations at Sacks Harbaor,
Meuld  Bay,
Alert.

Isachsen, FEurcka and

Using four C-119s, the squadron
flew a 24-houra-day schedule to move
the 600 tens of food, fuel oil drums.
lumber fer buildings, helium cylinders
for weather balloons. and other sup-
plies left at Resolute by ship during the
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PROPELLER DOLLIES & SLINGS
WHEEL BALANCING RIGS ¢ FLUIDS DISPENSING CARTS « AIRCRAFT ACCESS EQUIPMENT.
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The engine porter supports the engine by
the crankshaft allowing the engine to be
rotated for easy working during buildup.
Suitable udapter colletts allow various en-
gine sizes to be fitted alternately on the
same stand. Two models are available to
cover all weights and ranges of engines.

THE TILT-ARC ENGINE SLING

The Tilt-Arc engine sling allows you te roll any radial
engine from “Shaft Vertical” position

position while suspended.

size or type of radial engine within th

of the sling.

WE ALSO MANUFACTURE
WHEEL CHOCKS »

TOW BARS o

It will accommodate any
e weight limits

“in-Flight”

An R-1380 Engine being
rolled inta “*In-Flight"'
position,
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