
Each year the li.rst few weeks after 
the SBAC Display are spent reviewing 
the new aircraft and equipment which 

hal'e been seen. and arguing the merits 
of holding the Display annually or 
el'ery second year. 7'.'o conclusion has 
~o for been reached on this la tter point. 
although now that re-armament is the 
main program once more and Security 
Regulations ha\·e been t ightened. there 
seems more justili.cation for the sugges­
tion that the British .-\ircraft Industry 
should hold its great d isplay at inter­
\ als of two ve:irs. 

Completely New: There were a (ew 

critics who complained that of the 5x 
airplanes 011 show this yea r only abou t 
six were completely new while some ~() 
more were new in that they were dc­
\'eloped from types shown last ye:1r. Fe r 
such people probably one Display c1·cry 
hl'e yea ~s would he enoug h hut to thl' 
great ma:ority of those pri1·ileged l•i 

attend the l<J'i1l SBAC Display it \\':ts 

as outstanding and com·111c111g a 
demonstration as e\·er of the supcri, 
quality of British p:lots ,1nd equip111en· . 
and the steady progress made by the 
Industry as a whole. So long as the 
interrational situation a nd Securi1 y 
Regula tions permi t and the British Air­
craft Industry can continue to show the 
progress :l'Hl de\ elopment staged this 
year. there is nery reas ) n to continue 
the Disp!ay as :n an m ·:il e\ent. 

Looking back. one of the main feats 
of the 1950 Display was that :il though 
the weathe r \\·as not good on se\·er.d 
occasions. the t-lving µro;.rram was ca~­
ried through ll'ithout a hitch on each 
of the six d:11·s. Even he,11~ rain o!'e 
day was not allowed to inte rl°ere with 
the schedule a::d. if anythin;;. the Bra­
bazon was e\en more i111pressi1·e fly ing 
in low cloud :u:d dow1i pours of rain 
than it was in line wea the r. 

Some Disappointment: There was 
some disappointment that the Br:1bazon 
and the Comc:t were not open tQ in-
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spection hut obviously. the heavy te,t 
programs of both ty pes would haY·.' 
been delayed had all the test equip· 
ment which they carry been remo\·cJ. 
as it would have been necessary for 
rnch inspection. 

The Comet in l:lO:-\C: insignia and 
the new Viscount 700 and .-\mbassador 

in the grey and sc:irlet of BEA were 
particularly µleasant sights and tl11S 

display of ownership seemed to hrin1:, 
the ir operational actiYities that much 

was a st<:ady , t rea 111 of ~iglitsc:c:rs cagcr 
to inspect the enormous fuselage :in,1 

on one rKcasion :1t kast d1l'rl' 11111,1 
have been 81) to JOO people insid<.: ;1, 

one time. all circulating on a "keep h, 

tht' left basis." the large ramp at t h<.: 

n::ar of the fuselage permitting simul­
taneous entry up one s;de a:1d exit 
down the other. 

[ n the Static Exh ibition considerable 
interest was shown in the Armstron;: 
Siddeley stand where the ~apphire and 
.\dder were on view for the first time. 
The Sapphire. which was demonstrated 
in the Meteor in the flying program. is 
rated at 7.21)() lb. st. th. and has a dry 
weight of 2.500 lh. [ t has recently com­
pleted a l 'iO-hour Sen·ice Test. Tl1c 
.\dder. a pure jet \·ers10n of t il(: 
\ lamba. has a two-stage turbine and 
I 0-stage axial compressor. weighs 58i) 
lb. and is rated at _ 1,050 lb. st. th. ft 

is intended for resea rch and is expected 
to start flying tests shortly. 
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AVRO ASHTON: In m:, ny ways bearing a marked resemblance to the Avro Canada 
C-102, the Avro Mancheste r Ashton is intended primarily for research work to probe 
the problems of high speed, high a ltit ude flying. Six have been orde.red by the 
British Ministry of Supply. It is powered by four Rolls- Royce Nenes and made its 
first p ublic appearance at t he SBAC Show. Pil ot on first flight was J. H. Orrell, 
who carried out initial test flights in Canada on the Avro Canada C-102 Jetliner. 

nearer. .-\!though somewhat oYersha 
dowe<l by its newer contemporaries 
there are many people:: who still thmi-: 
the Ambassador one of the lm·el iest. 
:tnd quietest air liners Hying. 

Two Attractions: The DH Hero;,. 
\"Cry much resembling a b igger vers1011 
o f the Do\'e, is ol)\·iously a type tn 
:tttract feeder line operators in many 
µarts of the world and the Blackb urn 
Ceneral L"niversa l Fre ighter. althoug:1 
classified as a mi litary t~a:isp:)rt, at­
tracted much attention. It is an ug ly 
airplane hut its large fuselage, ob\·1-
ously capable of carrying great loads. 
is impressi\'e anc.l it looks what it is 
intendecl to be - a fre ighter. There 

Fit for a Princess: .-\mong the new 
airscrews. the eig ht-bladed, contra­
rotating propeller deYeloped by de 
Havillands for the coupled P roteus en­
g ines of the Saunders-Roe Princess 
aroused much interest. \Vith a dia­
mete r of l 6 h. it is saic.l to be the b ig­
gest Dural-bladed turbine airscrew built 
so far. De Ha1·illand is understood 
to be experiment ing with production 
methods for hollow steel blades. 

New four-bladed constant speed 
feathering and braking propellers de­

Yeloped by Rotol for the Rolls-Royce 
Oart eng ines on the Visrnunt were also 
particularly interesti ng. They ha\'e :l 

straight leading edge. stiuare tip and 
rnned tr~i ling edge, and a re of the 
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