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R. DIXON SPEAS. 

R. Dixon Speas h:1 s been :1ppoint~<l 
United St:1tes rep resentatiYe of Ano 
Canacb . i\fr. Speas, who was spec:~ l 
assistant to the president of Americ:111 
Airlines until his present .1pJ)Ointlllent , 
will ha\'e offices loca ted at Li Guardi:1 
Field, New York. 

He g raduated from the Massachus­
etts Institute of Technology in 19-!0 
with the degree of Bachelor of Scien,e 
and since that time has been em played 
by American. He started in AA 's en­
gineering department and during 19415-
47 was in charge of engineering and 
maintenance of the Contract Air Cargo 
DiYision at St. Joseph , Missouri. He 
also attended the Boeing School of 
Aero nautics and in 1937 was the re­
cipient of first award in the annual 
Boeing Thesis co lllpetition. Vlhile at 
Boeing he obta ined his Commercial 
Pilot certificate and worked in the 
sa les department of T\V A. 

He rece i\·ed the l 942 award of the 
Air Tran sport Association of America 
for th e "best air lines dispatching and 
meteorology research of the year", 
and in 1944 was cited by a national 
U.S . magazine as one of the ten out­
standing young men in the a\·ia tion 
industry. I· le has been active for a 
number of years in th e Institute of the 
Aeronautical Sc iences and the SAE. 
He is also th e :1uthor of the boob, 
"A irph.111e Performa11cc: and Oper.1-
tions", " Pilot's Tc:chnical Manu:11", 
and "/\irlin<.: Opc.:r:1tiom". 
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During the war Mr. Speas was ac­
ti ve in pbnning and technical aspects 
of the transoceanic sen·ices which 
were operated by American Airlines 
for the U.S. A ir Tramport Command. 
He was assigned to a special mission 
on the staff of the Commanding Gen­
eral of the USAAF. PrO\·ing Ground 
Command. Eglin Field . Florida. 

A. T. Turnbull has been named 
represe ntati\·e for the Pyrene Manufac­
turing Co. of Canada Ltd .. at \,\ 'inni­
peg, coYering Manitoba, \Vestern On­
tario, and Southeastern Saskatchewan. 
i'vlr . Turnbull is a nati Ye of \;Vinnipeg 
:1nd is well known throughout the 
western pro\·inces. He succeeds W. j . 
Norman, who is retiring after 25 years 
of service with Pyrene. 

Oliver G. Kelly has been named 
distr ict airways engineer fo r the EJ­
monton District. :1ccording to ;i recent 
;innouncement by Dr. T. G. Howe, 
District Co ntroller of Air Sen·ices at 
Ed monton. Mr. Kell y is in charge of 
all engin ee ring and construction pro­
jects at DoT airports in Albert;i, the 
North \Vest Territori es , ;ind the Yu­
kon . He h;is been with the DoT since 
1944 . 

Gene Gauzer of Fort Erie has been 
n;imed the new Instructor-Manager of 
the Brant-Norfolk Flying Club follow­
ing the recent resignation of Bill Sum­
ner, who has gone into priYate busi­
ness. 

E. J. May, formerly TCA Traffic 
Representat i\·e, Vancou\·er, has been 
appointed City Sales Manager, Toronto. 
succeeding Frank H olla nd. who has 
been tran sferred to VancouYer. 

E. J . MAY. 

I Co111i1111cd /ram {'age ](1) 

ceived its first two /\lark III Welling­
tons. At the beginning of 1943 th "'. 
Squadron took part in its first opera­
tional raid. Five aircraft successfully 
bom bed their target ;ind though they 
encountered two night lighters. these 
were dri\'en off, one hei ng dam;iged in 

the ensuing engagem ent. Due to b:1d 
weather the squ:1dron did not fly ;ig;iin 
for a week. when they had a11 intro­
duction to ;i new type of work-mine­
laying or "gardening" ;is it was known. 

By thi s time th e Tigers had becollle 
part of the RCAFs No. 6 Bomber 
Group, which h;id formed on j anuary 
I , 1943. At almost the halfway mark 
in the year. the Squadron was m oYed 
to !\'orth Africa. where it became part 
of an all-C;inadian Wing. During the 
approximately six months which was 
spent in North Afric;i many raids were 
carried out on objectiYes in that area 
and in Italy, where the t;irgets includ­
ed \.iterbo, Foggia, B:1gnoli, Tarante, 
a nd S:1lerno. Le;iflets we re dropped on 
Rome and !\'aples and the beaches ;it 
Messin:1 were bbstecl mercilesslv . 

Conversion: A short time after the 
su rrencler of lt:11 y. the Squadron re­
turned to England and co1werted to 
Halifax bombers in preparation for 
raids against the occupied countries 
and Germ;iny. The first raid. using the 
new aircraft. w;is against Berlin and 
during the next fe\\ . months the 
Squadron bid mines at Brest. Le 
Hane, St. !\'az;iire. Lorient. ;ind Ham­
burg. and bombed citi es like Essen. 
Nuremburg, Leipzig. and Augsburg. 

In January. 1945. ;ifter a ye;ir of fly­
ing Halifa x aircraft. the unit aga in co n­
verted: this time to L:1ncasters. which 
they used until April 25. when they 
carried out their 1:ist bombing opera­
tion. During th e renuinder of the 
period tha t followed before the Squad­
ron was disbanded. the aircraft were 
put to work fe rrying liberated prisoners 
of war from Brussels to England as 
well as fl ying to Italy to bring back 
soldiers for lea\·e in the U.K. The 
Tige rs were also employed in di spos­
ing of bombs by flying them out to sea 
to be dropped. 

Harvard Fighters: The Squadro.1 
of!iciall y ceased to exist on October 15, 
1945, but has since been reformed as 
424 Squadron in the RCAF Auxiliary 
force. It is now classed as a lighter unit 
and though it is equipped with Har­
\·ards only, it is slated to received jet 

, fighter, ;is soon as these become aYail­
:1 hlc. 




