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De ·,ected after CQPY of th~ Silver Dart crashed 
at Baddeck, N.S., is pilot-Wing-Cmdr. 

Paul Har1man. Part of crowd. at crash scene is 
reflected in his helmet v~sor. • 

Badd.eck Crash Mars 
Anniversary : <?f Fl'ight 

By E. A. lNGRAHAl\I frey rushed to bis dream child 
Globe and Mail Stoff Reporter and momentarily collar~ed after 

1 • looking at the damage. 
Baddeck, N.S., Feb. 23-Time Officials debated up to the 

fle\V back thr~mgh half a cen- last. moment whether the re­
tury for a bnef min';lte today enactment should be staged be­
an_d almost brought d1sas!er to cause chilly 2o.mile-an-hour 
this Cape Bri:ton Island yillage, winds were gusting to 

1
more 

the focal pomt., of SOjgi annl- than 40 with turbulence created 
versary- celebraho~ of flight in by the hills cradling the lake 
Ca~l~~aSilver Dart, the copy of area, located 50 miles north of 
the original flimsy aircraft that Sydney. 1 
made the first flight in 1909 Hartman's takeoff was abrupt, 
across frozen • Badde,ck Bay, almost a duplicate. of the take­
crashed on its history',mark:ing off made by Canada's oldest 
repeat of the flight made by pilot and Nova· Scotia's former 

1J. A. D. Mccurdy in the original Lieutenant-Governo1· who wit­
ai.rcraft 5P years ago today. nessed ~oday's re-enactment.I 

The crash.I itself was almost After flying a :few hundred feet 
the minor point of observances. at an altitude of about 60 feet 
Throughout .the celebrations, a su~den updraft caug~t _the 
RCMP were worried, that the ,machme and almost sent 1t into 
more than t,000 • people who a loop. . • 
flocked to the ice-covered bay Hartman~ one of Canada's 

• would congregate on the bay's most. versatile pilots with 60 
thin centre area and.be plunged different types of planes in his 
into icy ,v.aters. At the end of log book, levelled the Dart and 
celebrations a j et . fighter, started to bring it down when 

... caught in a vicious turbulence, a· sudden downdraft sent it 
momentarily dropped out of crashing from a height o! 
formation in a • low-level fly- slightly less than 15 feet. 
past and brought gasps from Mr. Mccurdy," witnessing 'the 
many ~f the de!1sely packed flight from a point on the bay 
crowd 1t was passing over. . which his ~ntor, Dr. Alex-

Police were hard put to _con- antler G1·aham Bell, occupied 50 
trol the. crowd when. the Silver ·years ago, was· visibly shaken 
Dart, piloted by Wing Cmdr. by the incident. • . 

• Paul Hartman of Ottawa, crash- At a civic ' reception at the 
ed about a minute after i_t took village's L_ egion _Hall be accept- ,. 
off to re - enact t h e history- ed a scroll making blm an bon­
making :flight before an assem- orary ·air commodore of the 
bly of dignitaries and local iil- RCAF, • a distinction that it 
habitants. • • • • • took • an act of Parliament to 

Hartman• emerged from the create • 
maze of bamboo poles and wires / For· Canada's grand 'old man 
that ~~de ur, the .. aircraft' with- of aviation, it was •, a I rank : he 
o~t mJ~ry. However, the 'l#t justly earned. . ' ; • • 
wmg was torn to a tangled mess He crashed his original Sil­
and the bicycle-wheel undercar- ver Dart • at Petawawa, Ont.; 
riage was crumpled. The dam- while trying to interest the gov­
age will take months to correct ernment ' in creating a flying 
befoFe the craft can be placed force. Thus-he might easily be 
on display in the • aircraft considered . the father of the 
museum in Ottawa. RCAF. • ' • 

The crash was · a personal 
t\·agedy for . 25-year-old .RCAF , 
Lf..C Lionel McCaf:frey of~Cal• 
gary. He • saw. two 'years ' of: per-
sonal •.\"(Ork and pride of accom- .{ 
plis~~pt·, dashe4 ;:•~.ef<>r,e 1 ~s • ') t'D.C q_ 

. eyes . . , •· • • ~_.;-·•.1J~~J,~f-• ~'.~.;, J l-VJ 
. Mc;Caffrey,. probably as much 

as' the' original Dart's pilot;con: I 
. tributed • the spark . that brought 

the golden"anniversary celebra­
,tion .into ,}being.,:".·He< buiJt~~a· 
working modeliofrthe~pla}\e'th;itl 
fired th'e • RCAF into supporting 
his plan to' build 'a .copy of-•the 
Flying, Kite. ,7.,••~;: , .. ~-, 

• When the crash'came,-McCaf-
... w • . I' 1,- 1 .,-w;r ••• 




