
AVRO YORK freighter towers above T. P. Fox (th ird from left), president of Associated Airways. 

Dew-lift 

Associated 
EDMONTON - The first of the 

three 10-to'n payload Yorks bought 
by Associated Airways for use on 
the DEW (Distant Early Warning) 
airlift has arrived in Edmonton and 
with it came the vision of a new era 
for northland flying. 
► Yo-rk Future. T. P. "Tommy" Fox, 
Associated president, sees the Yorks 
and other large planes being bought 
across Canada for the airlift playing 
a big part in future northern de­
velopment. He pointed out Canada 
had only about four heavy "for hire" 
planes-larger than Dakotas-before 
the airlift while it will have from 
30 to 40 by the time the DEW air­
lift is completed in two years' time. 

Some of the big planes will dribble 
out of the country, Mr. · Fox com­
mented, but others will stay to hunt 
for markets. They will be able to 
offer cheaper freighting rates be-

• expansion: 

buys Yorks 
sides being able to carry heavier 
items in one piece. 

Associated already has had in-­
quiries about its Yorks from mining 
companies. 

The Edmonton company, prime 
contractor for this region for the 
airlift, is an example of the boost 
being given to civil aviation in Can­
ada by construction of the far north 
radar chain. When at full strength 
for the job, Associated will have 
about doubled its present staff to 
a total of 120 persons. It includes 
not only pilots and maintenance 
men for the Yorks but base em­
ployees as well. 

The company is setting up a com­
plete flying base at Hay River, on 
Great Slave Lake, NWT, the south­
ern terminal of the operation. It 
expects to have about 35 employees 

working at the base and has bought 
a hostel to accommodate them. 

► DEW-Lift Work. Associated's Bris­
tol Freighter already is on the job. 
Landing strips are being built and 
radio beacons installed for day and 
night flying. 

Working under Associated as sub­
contractors will be Pacific Western 
and Queen Charlotte Island airlines. 
Both lines have each bought a pair 
of C-47 Commandos for the job. 

Besides boosting the big companies 
the airlift is expected to provide 
work for bush planes to fly person­
nel and other small jobs. The in­
creased activity also will mean ·ad­
ditional work for the aviation servic­
ing companies at Edmonton's air­
port. 

The first of the four-motored 
freighters, cargo-carrying adaptions 
of the famed Lancaster bomber, join­
ed the airlift, already under way, 
early in March. Only its radio has 
been changed to operation by the 
pilot and co-pilot. 

Fuel requirements for the round 
trip to the far north will reduce the 
payload of the Yorks to about nine 
tons. The Yorks, with a wing span 
of 105 feet, are powered by four 
1,350 horsepower Rolls Royce Mer­
lin engines to give them a cru1smg 
speed of 210 mph and 2,500-mile 
range. 

~ Helicopters - Associated Heli­
copters of Edmonton, looking fo·r­
ward • to a good season this year, 
recently bought a sixth helicopter 
and is planning on purchasing a 
seventh . 

The company, a subsidiary of As­
sociated Airways, feels there are 
good prospects for employment of 
its helicopters this summer. The 
newly acquired Bell 47Dl 'copter 
was bought from a ranch near Fort 
Worth, Texas, and flown to Edmon­
ton by Associated pilot Roy Stani­
land in 32 hours spread over six 
days. It was a 1,900-mile trip. 

The cowpunching whirlybird has 
a special door cut in the side for 
shooting coyotes. It will go to work 
for the oil industry. 

All six of Associated's machines 
are Bell's. The company is studying 
the Bristol Sycamore (S-51), a 250-
horsepower machine with a useful 
load of 1,100 pounds for its seventh 
machine. However, company offi­
cials say they likely will buy a Bell 
to keep the fleet standard. 

When up to strength for the sum­
mer, the company will employ eight 
'copter pilots, using one for reserve 
and to spell off men working in 
the North. 



per cent after devaluation, since Amer­
ican goods were more expensive in 
Europe, but has now recovered and 
cargo figures eastbound for the second 
quarter of 1950 are ten per cent abo\'e 
those for the Spring of 1949, he said. 

"The prosperity of the air-transport 
industry is dependent on a healthily 
expanding world economy," Sir 'Wil­
liam said. «·we cannot grumble, there­
fore, if at some stage in th:it process of 
expansion we have to taste more than 
our fa ir share of the medicine. The 
price we have had to pay for the bene­
fits which devaluation will confer in 
the long run has been a slight set-back 

in our uninterrupted expansion of 
traffic and in the impro\'ement of our 
financial position." 

" It is a well-known economic fact 
th at certain ind ustries and among 
them all forms of transport, confer 
benefi ts on people and communities 
from whom they ca nnot collect any 
payment for them '', Sir William. "The 
economic re\·olution caused by the aero­
plane is still in its beginnings. 

''Time was then the world was full 
of incessible areas, where distri cts full 
of promise of wealth would not be 
de\'e loped because transport was slow 
or impossible, where unbreachable 
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~ 
Fly the Canadian Pacific 
"Empress" way to Tokyo and 
Hong Kong . .. weekly ser­
vice from Vancouver by com­
fortable, four engined, pres­
surized aircraft, via the short 
Northern Route. Reclining 
"Loungaire" chairs . . . stew­
ardesses speaking both Eng-

lish and Chinese. 

Fly by day in the deep 
"Loungaire" chair of an 
"Empress of the Air" .. . pres­
surized all the way. Sleep on 
land at night with room and 
meals at Canadian Pacific 
expense. 36 glorious tropical 
hours in Honolulu-time to 
"soak up the sun" on famous 
Waikiki! 

1::°: • • . .. an overnig ht stop on the way to Australia ... 
r'"!JI your Pacific connection for a flight to New 

Zealand. When you fly Canadian Pacific you 
enjoy extra rest .. . extra sightseeing .•. extra service. It's 
SPEED WITHOUT FATIGUE. 

~ v'cu ~ 
AIRLINES~ 

Information and re1ervation1 from any Canadian Pacific office or your own Travel Agent. 

rivers and impassable jungles prevented 
man from extracting the mineral 
wealth of the land. No\\' after only 30 
years of air transport we have opened 
up some of those areas to the everlast­
ing benefit of mankind. 

Sir William reported that govern­
ment co-operation in p,utting into effect 
the recommendations of ]CAO had 
succeeded in clearing away much of 
the cumbersome red tape at frontiers 
along many important international air 
routes. He added, however, that much 
remains to be done in other regions 
and in such matters as the standard­
ization of visas, improvement of term­
inal facilities at airports. and the set­
ting up of customs-free airports. 

The IA TA head asserted. howe\'er. 
that he was " disappointed " by the co­
operation of some airlines in the cam­
paign against red tape. " '.\1any carriers 
are, for rnrious reasons. a long way 
behind governme nts in their readiness 
to adopt the documents prescribed by 
!CAO and the \'arious reaso ns g i\'en 
for th is do not sou nd con"incing to 
me." he sa id. 

"Governments will not forget." he 
warned. "The next time border con ­
trols ti ghte n up with threat of \\'ar , it 
will take all the longes to get back to 
re:il fac ilitation. " 

Briefly 
•The Avro York has been with ­

drawn from sen ·ice by BOAC. ha ving 
been replaced by Lockheed Constella­
tions. The Yorks ha ve been in use for 
six years, in which time they have 
Rown o\'er 13.000,000 miles and a total 
of some 172,000 hours, on the routes 
of BOAC and BSAA ( now merged 
\\'ith BOAC) . 

•The appl ication of Rimouski Air­
lines to operate a Class 2 non-sked ser­
"ice from Rimouski , sen·ing Mont Jol i. 
Ste. Anne des Monts, Gaspe, and Port 
Men ier. Anticosti Island. P.Q., ha ~ 
been appro\'ed by the A TB. 

• An air sen·ice m ay be establ ished 
between Calgary and Spokane, Wash­
ington. according to the A \'iat ion 
Committee of the Calgary Chamber of 
Commerce. The air line presumably 
concerned wou ld be !\'orthwest Air­
lines, or Un ited Air Lines , both of 
wh ich already have bases in Spokane. 

• A direct weekly air sen·ice between 
Vancouver and Honolulu is to be in ­
augurated in January by Canadian 
Pacific Airl ines. The th rough service 
to Fiji and Australi a, Yia Honolulu , 
will remain on a weeklv basis. 

AIRCRAFT 



or that these airplanes carried a large 
number of ground crew and a fai r 
stock of spa re parts with " ·hich to re­
pair anything but major d:1111:igc to 
any of the histor ic machines. Three 

of these escorting machines were DH 
J\losq11itoes, anJ the other three were 
lumbering Ano Yorks, which carr ied 

the maintenance crews and equipment. 

One of the Mosquitoes was dele­
gated to be a "wind finding·· machine. 

That is, it flew ahead of the \'ampires 
by several hours to ascertain and radio 
hack wind and other weather d ata so 
th at should co nditio ns ha,·e becom e 
unfa\'(Jrahle, the jet figh ters could have 

remained at their base. A second 
Mosquito acted as na\'igator fo r the 
\' ampires, which are not equipped for 

such work . The Mosq ui to . a Trans­
port Com mand cra ft. is fitted w ith 
radio and radar aids, includ ing Loran 
combined radio receiver and indicator 
unit. :111 astro compass. an Ame rican 
Det rola radio range set. two \ ' HF sers 
th at provide eight channels on Briti sh 
and A merican frequencies. Th is Mos­
quito led the way fo r the jet planes 

and a third Mosquito brought u p the 
rear. The latter machine was equipped 
simibrly to the lead Mosquito a nd was 
accorded the responsibility of main­
taining communications and of cover­
ing any \'amp ires forced down. 

Tltt' Yorks accompa nying th e fli ght 
were: standard RAF machines and 

made 11 0 attempt to keep up by fl ying 
while the faster machines were gro und­
ed. 

The jets left th eir base at O<liham, 
H :1111psh ire, England, on July 1. mak­
ing their first stop at Stornoway in 
the H ebrides where they were grouqd­
td until July I 2, w:1en thev were ab! P 
to co ntinue to Kefla\'ik. Iceland. for 
th e second stop of their journey. The 
Jl\'Xl hop w as to G reenland. and it 
wa, at this time that they ran into the 
worst weath er. T here were heavy 
c loud s ri ght up to 40,000 feet hut the 
/light made its destination and land ed, 
eve n though und er ad\'erse conditio ns. 
From Cree nl and they went to Goos~ 
Bay, Labrador, th ence to Mont Joli , 
(_>11el1ec, for a quick refuelling joh, 
and on to Mont real. Thei r next jurn;.> 
was to Trento n where th ey were offi­
cia ll y wclcomed hy top RCAF official~ 
and tht British H igh Comm issioner 
to Canada, Sir Ale xa nd er 1,Jutte rhu ck . 

l t ,vas at TrC'llton th at they p11t o;-i 
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(A ircra ft a ,d Airport Pho '.o .1 

Not much like a Vampi re, but the sp eed y 
jets mi g ht hove foun d the Atl an ti c too 
much for them if this Avro York had n' t 
been along with personnef and sup plies. 

their first display, ,~ hich was witnessed 
by a comparati\'el y small crowd or 
some 3,500. Later a reception was 
held fo r the ,·isiting office rs and they 
" ·e re at thi s tim e introduced to repre­
sentati ves of the press and aYiation 
\\'riters. From Trenton they went to 
Toronto where the second d isplay was 
put on over the w·aterfront before the 
C:'\E grandstand and was witnessed 
b\' an estimated 20,000 people. The 
it\nerary of the flight took it back to 
Trenton and :-fontreal. where a nother 
display was held before head ing sou,h 
for engagements at V-/ ash ington anJ 
se\'eral other American ce ntres, in­
clud ing the newly opened Td lewi lJ 
International A irport at ~ew York. 

The Pilots 

The men who made thi s histori c 
trip are many. but the principals arc: 
n:nurally those w ho flew the Varn ­
pi res, the members of No. 54 Squad­
ron. Commander of the unit is S/ L 
Robert Oxsp ring. DFC and two bars, 
and st rirngely enough , ?\'o. 54 was 
also his fat her' s squadron. S/ L Ox­
spring has had a colorful caree r in the 
_-\ir Force. He \\'as alreadv a pilot 

\\'ith ?\'o . 66 Spitfi re squadron when 
\ \'orld War 11 broke out and he took 

{Aircraft and Airport Pho to .J 

This shot of the inter ior of o ne of t he Avro 
Yorks whic h mode t he trip wi th the jets 
gives some idea of the spaciousness of the 
big plane' s forward interior . 

an acti\'e part in the Battle of Br~taio. 

During the fighting he once fel l 11,000 
feet and thus irained some unsolicnec\ 
fame . His Spitfire had been shot 
down from 27,UUO feet but he wa, 
unable to 6et free o( it until it had 
fallen 10,0UU feet. His parachute did 

open but foi led to operate p roper! y 
and he (ell so fast that he passed two 

other bail ed-out pilots on the way 
do\\'n. "Fortun ately". says an Atr 

Force des:ription of the incident, in 
which must be the granclfather of all 

,. broke his fall understate:nents. .1 tree ., 
and he sun·i\'ed to carry on the fi ght. 
He also sc n ·ed in ?\'orth Africa and 
Sicilv before ~he end of hostilitie,; . 
H e , h as six enemy airplanes to Ill s 

cred it. 
S/ L ?\'oel Cou rtney , DFC and bar. 

s:: rve<l th roughout V•/orld \~' ar 11 an•l 
spen t most c.f thi s time in the Far 
Eastern thea;r : of war. He has hc•:n 
in the RAF since 1938 when he en­
tered "·ith a short sen·ice comm ission . 
and consequ ently he \ \ ' :IS a _ful iy 
trained fighter pilot before hosttl1t1es 

began. He first fl ew Hurr_icanes ~nd 
was shot down o,·cr Dunkirk durin g 

the Allied retreat in I 9-\0 but m anaged/ 
to " et hack safely to his squadron. 

b • l 
After thi s he <lid some instruct1ona 
work then was posted first to India 
and then to Burma, where he one-~ 
again fle"· Hurricanes. this time as 
commandin g office r of :'-'o. 26 1 squad­
ron. He late r commanded anothr-r 

sq uadro n. Ko. I 13. flying Hur_riboml:­
ers in Ind ia and Burma until I 94t,. 

Afte r this he was posted as Wing 
Comma nder in C h arge of Fl ying to 

"!\'o. 906 Wing. He returned to Eng­
land in 1946 and has been at Ocli ham 

since April of that vear. 

Another member of this colorful 
group is F / L E ri c \\. right. DFC. 
DF!'\I. , adjutant of the squadron and 
one of the formation aerobatic team . 
He joined the RAF\.R in : 939 and 
flew Hurri ca nes with ?\'o. 60'5 sq uad­
ron. wh ich he later comma nd ed. l-k 
took pa rt in the Battle of Brit ain th<: !l 
was mo,·ed to the Pacific war are'.! 
w here he was captured lw the Japa nes(' 
in 1942 , at which time he had a score 
of 12 enemy planes destroyed. J·fr 
was not released fro :n captivit y until 
Ma rch of 1945. 

Only member of th e gro up to learn 
to fl y pri\'ately is f / L Frank \:Voollev , 
DFC: and har. \\' ho joined the R Af7 
in the Middle Fast and took his ope ra-

1 


