
Frank John McKechnie 
~1931 - August 22, 1997 
 
Worked For: 
A. V. Roe as a Toolmaker from 1946 - 1959 
 
Other: 
 
Frank John McKechnie (1931-1997) was a long-time Ward 5 councillor for 
Toronto Township, Town of Mississauga and City of Mississauga. 
 
Born in Glasgow, Scotland, he immigrated to Canada in 1946 and worked as a tool maker for A.V. Roe in 
Malton during the Avro Arrow program. In 1958 he entered politics where he served as a local councillor 
for the Malton area for almost 39 years. 
 
McKechnie lost his job with A.V. Roe in 1959 after the Avro Arrow program was cancelled by the 
Canadian government. He then started his insurance and real estate company. 
 
Affectionately known as 'Mayor of Malton' McKechnie oversaw and was involved in many projects that 
helped grow and development of the area. Councillor McKechnie passed away on August 22nd, 1997 
while still in office.  
 
Ref: "Mayor Of Malton is 25 Years young", Mississauga News, Jan 4, 1984 
http://www7.mississauga.ca/documents/library/biographies/Scans/Peel%20Biography%20Scans%20-
%20M/McKechnie,%20Frank/McKechnie,%20Frank%20MN%2019840104.pdf & 'Malton: Farms to 
Flying", Kathleen Hicks, 2006. 
Above from: https://mississauga.pastperfectonline.com/byperson?keyword=McKechnie%2C%20Frank 
 
 
Researched by: Barry Copp (2023)  
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By JOHN STEWART 
• S1&11 lllrlrer 
' WIien Franli 'MJ,KJc;!lnle appUed 
for a .. part.time )of>" in Malton a 
quarter century ago, he had no ln· 
tention of making it a career. 

But this week be will celebrate his 
25th consecutive year of elected of­
lice as a counclllor for Malton - the 
second longest active service by any 
municipal politician In Ontario. 
Toronto aJderman Fred Beavis has 
been in office one year longer than 
McKechnte. 

Surviving a quarter century in 
elected polltics ls accomplishment 
enough, but McKechnie has done ii 
in a community which has probably 
changed more in the last 25 years 
than any other in Mississauga. 

TOOLMAKER 
McKechnie first came to work and 

live In Mallon in 1951 when he was a 
boarder. He was a toolmaker at the 
Douglas Aircraft plant on Airport 
Rd. He subsequently moved into 

Toronto, but returned to Malton with 
his wife Annette ll! 1957 to take up 
permanent residence. 

When he decided to run for office 
at age 27, Mallon was a police 
vUlage of 3,000 people, 1,500 in the 
old portion and 1,500m the new. 

The Malton representative on 
township or T,oronto councU was 
Tom Sills, who · announced be was 
running for deputy reeve but chang­
ed his mind on nominal.Ion day and 
again ran in Malton. McKechnie won 
by 14 votes over Harold Langford, a 
Lhird candidate who'd run as a 
" spoiler" to ensure Sills wouldn't be 
re-elected. Langford didn't ask for a 
recount. It was lhe closest result 
McKechnle ever bad. 

He served Oil that first councU 
wllh Reeve Mary Fix, Deputy Reeve 
Robert Speck and Councillors Vic 
Vignale, Bob Harrison, Chic Murray 
ana Roy McMillan. 

McKechnle spent the first decade 

of bis career In hot water with hi~ 
colleagues. 

BETTER BREAK 
His election platform, like Ulat of 

his competitors, was that he would 
see MaitOll got a better break In get­
ting money from the township. "The 
Issue was that those guys in 
Cooksville weren't ~iving any 
money to Malton, ' rec.alls 
McKechnie. "That was the only 
issue." 

The police village was still being 
run by three elected trustees who 
had their own ideas about what· 
should happen. They often didn't 
Jibe with what Township of Toronto 
councillors Ulougbt. And McKechnle 
was usually In tbe middle. 

But there was never any question 
about where the Malton councillor's 
sympathies Jay. II was always with 
the interest of his constituents. Over 
the years, McKeehnie has earned a 
well·~ renutalion tor this 

See MoKECHNrE. Piece() 



 
  

Mallon councUlor Frank McKechnle lives on the street In his ward which was renamed In 

his honor. He Is celebrating 25 years In office, the second longest c6nsecutlve service of any 

current municipal politician In Ontario . .. For more, see Rob Belntema's column on page 7. 
(Staff photo by Rob Belntema) 

Mcl(echnie Street 
d . kiv r,..i e.~, 

~,':.?.,,~~!.,,-,.~ ~.!.,~o .. ,~[:::,,, 
dress to people, they are always suspicious. gesled thal there was at least one name he 

That's because McKechnie lives on knew of which wasn't being used -

McKechnie Cl. in Mallon, named after McKechnle. 
himself. 

Bul he says people seem lo have a dilficull 
lime accepting lhat. He'll receive mall with 
his name spelled correctly, which spells the 
name of the street In a different way. ll's as 
if people can' t accept that a living person 
could reside on a street named alter !hem. 

McKechnie says lhe street name was the 
result or a joke. 

About a decade ago, Mississauga coun­
cillors were discussing the dilflculty they 
were having llndlng suitable street names. 
McKechnle suggested that a contest be held 
in local schools to come up with 200d names. 

He put a motion lo change the name of the 
street on which McKechnle lived lrom 
Donlevy lo McKechnie and il was passed by 
council. 

The idea was challenged in court by Rudie 
Jansen, who twice ran against McKechnle in 
municipal elections. Bul lhe name was ap­
proved. 

McKechnie says many municipal politi­
cians have streets named alter lhem In On­
tario, bul as far as he knows, he is the only 
politician who actually lives on a street nam­
ed in his hnnor. 



 

 

Kids hold McK~£\!.JP.~· t/g4h~i§,fflfQ!O 
By SANDY MClEAN 
Special 

Se\'e1·a.l Nahani Way Public 
St11ool :swde1tl$ te1nlnded a vls:lllng 
t:ily councill<11' of 11.11 old C':lm1,aign 
1>ro■1i.c l!liil week. 

The $(.Udtfl l $ greet~d W!tera.n 
co1u1tiltor Frank Mc:Kec.hnie bJ 
woving ol d c,mp!dgli !)(ISiet$ lh(tl 
IM ed his l.r!) tll i!w. to Pt'e9fll'\'e L11e 
woodlot l t1ealed al K11n11e-dy Rd. 
and Matheson R(J. 

MeKooltnie was at. iJ,e .sd1001 to 
lalk W i.lte Kindec~rteri,Oriide 6 
d 1ildrtn rtg;)rdin8 lhei, 1;011-0tri\S 
a]l(lt.:11 cutting dO\'fll t rees in the. 
woodJoL sil 1J:Jloo nodJ• ol lbe scJ1ooJ, 

•1t,e City w:w141 10 bultd i t:Ofu)uu• 
,1lt,y cei,tNt, te.nnhoou1fa, a softball 
field, a bcwebllll lieh.l IIJtd parkiJ1g 
11)1 - al t.het>,xpe11se-orsome (l(U,e 

"""' Cotlll!Ulli(y iltf'lluetc ch:p11f l ll'IOOl 

111airfle,· J-0hn Spenc;er told I lte 
gAfllering in the achool's gymnast• 
un, 11-e origirn\l pla11uil:si► included 
a $f)(X)(!r neM, bul l tlM, W/1$ deleted 
to&ll'il ,oortn'fltetaiion. 

Cily oCflcillls tt.re co•m;icleri.ng two 
other ~ Ible ~lr,l'3 ror the 001nttl l), 
nil)' «nlt'8, inclOOing the BtiJannia 

• -s..ws.i.v. h.tQI.ISI: i,. 1991 

f\um Wld OOtv.'P.en Hurontarlo St. 
;1.nd Mclaugl1li11 RA:L 011 thll north 
11ideor Bti:!loi ltd., et1t,t1, ll)' ()WIM/4 

by tilt l'tel 8Mtt'd OrEdueal!OlL 
'l'ht} third location, ~ned by t.llC 

City: h1 a1 the no1tl1~s1 eo,11e1' or 
11ur-Ot1tlclriO St. :utd P.glJuton A\'P.., 
;1.11 :1rea that baa OOen dtli~l\aWd 
by ihe lutt1I S.(l(lrl$ (;01.i llCh for 3 
t)C1$.ilblt,i SIIOl'I.S 001111lle:<. 

"We mu't going to c.:uJ. down tJ1e 
(H~ - certainly 1101 t1l1 (If lh1;1n, 
;11l)'ft':I.Y," &foKeeh.ule told L11e 111.u• 
denb. "I'm nol in [&yc,r of <-'lilting 
U,e t.rei.:s down. None -0f the Ci l)> 
olriei;1.I$ fife lnteiellted In c11Ulng 
down any trets that 11.1'8 livin,g. I 
dor1't. OOlit-~ 11 :sio.$1t! lr~ wilJ be 
till 1.town., un~ It's ,iflad." 

One afude.nt 1111ked Spencer "Wlzy 
can'Lwt ki1Yel.ht iv1'($Li,:; It fi• 

1'he plann1:r l'eplied that the City 
WCltlld be fol't8d to relocate all the 
~eiljtkti am:I that isJt't t•OOSible. It. 
wotikt tOSl the Clly mones I.I) buy 
land elaewhere, tr any is even ll''lil• 
ablt-.. 411is i:s UI.II' 1.11 .. i!L!OOL forwllrd, 
so hl spe11k/ $pef1Cet $111(1. 

McKechnie told &he students that. 
if ihe,· wnL\ltd to i,v-e Ul' 11 bQ.1el111ll 
1.littftl(lll(t l (l $/l\'(l l he CN.ie$, heV.'Ollkl 
wo,t to find anomer localioll 

• •• . .,_■~i"''lfilllii,,,; • • i I 

$tilt pilOl.obo/ Acb Bertienws 
The env!roomenlal ctlJb at r-&ahanl Way Pu~ lc School took .Ward 5 councillor Frank Met<cchniC fo~ 
a walk in !he woods behind the school 10 impress upM tllnl Wily SIUdcn.ts 11f.).tlt l tlc woo<lot pre 
-OONed. Sh(wm YMI\ :Somo or lh8 s1vdi8:r~ls are, 1,om left. teac~er Paul Vanct:er Helm •• liohn Spence( 
ol the Peel 800f'd oommunity servtoos depanmeni and counc1UOJ McKechrno. 

McKetl1!!lie held office for 39 years 
By JOHN STEWART AJ ,-.11 (t"t- who always seemed to ha•--e a read,y- "Wh.at. i11:pre11fled m1• the .,06t abollt tn.at.ed every rt».idcn1 whh Cbtl ace 
Slaf1 ...... , rtl mUe and a haudshale for e\t r')'tlntt Prank ldU1~as11111thaahefl\• hilllfe mpect. And he rlaO. ,ure tbo co111.m1• 

trot11Vll'1 toju.lior1Una.r,lo.lka. Lo pollUc.s and the wnt1111uniL1, he nlfnneed,were1t1e1.• 
Alk Pnnk )lclfoc11nlp t1c,w he wu Tl1a Ward 5 Cht eouncUlor, wlto J:alq3'S pvt, JHlOl)le UrsL A lot ol polili• Mi11J'l$$ai,t;1L Soolb MPP and fonncir 

doht.g and yon J al.....,_ pc Ille 1,1me •oulll tumi oo~bnttid ID year& Jn pub- cfaas cu't ,a, l l'lttl h,011esUy,- :tdile<I Cltz" coo11elllor M~1\11. Marb,1"1 tall«! 
dlhN.lM" am'A'l!r: "t1f1& d 11111, thallc ,OIL" lie offlcu Dnc. 6. died t1111ly Prld1111110m. CorbU!oa. "Bill tbal '-'113 our Prank: lhf:i II An eaun11out1 lllU. He 'tr.tS 3IO Cali in 

~ l'A in recent. iltOOthli a!ier he Bui'· Ing at, Ttlronkl Oenet'al Ho.,pilal. •ppon1 die fr~ldly amlle. thu hctpiQg it; Jtadgin,tnt and was 11}w~ a \'81J cat'-

l'e.A!ld anocl""° heatt attaclr. Mcltectulie Ko octier • onicipal polllld1n &till In band," .,.-,- --,---,,.. iagpen(ln.' 
,:ooldnUelp 1.,t an ..... !l"'<"illl:"'ilh offioo in Ontorlo hod ,,..,.., lor«<r lhwl Trademark smi' - llcl<odt,Jo Ultl Madand de<l!Uled Ill• 
b.u ludtia11rl chl!ft)' n.'WfL tbe Rlltn~ <1fOJ:&R.gKJW, Scotland, -:-,::--:::---.::-c-::"' Cil) 'll ooaL or ar■s ~l.ber, Uii one 

Tbac wu lJpic&I •I the 07.year-okl "rhe.re a«:n~ wough 1.attes in )'Mr Wud • OouneUlor F',11..ok Oa.lo and llillll 11 reproduced on the 111110 gold 
ne-'3i'ape, Co '3¥ "'<:kvcfmin: 10..K llmt 111crel.l17 Arulela hnage th.d gr-ace, ,he City co~rnrll 
•ll•t e-.erybod7 Oil.eggt "i•'ile.d ) ld(e cbnie 1honly ehambtr1,. TuilJlthel ~, donated OKI 
lu:1.s, • Ward I before Jtp died. De!ipl t.e hill W\'akne&J, rt:§islered <~ to Mhsi:isa(CI, 
0 • II n Cl 111 o r McKedudf! ffMl1ed his tn.de.nwk big We al"'l)~ $altl lM t. if Ml n~ kit 
0 a r m e • !!■lie, OaSeaald. anytl1ll'lg el.!ie as a mark (lr he la« 
Corbuaoa 1,nld 11:Hc WWJ a nW "31tsnun on lXH.lncU,• lmoh'ed. U.at \muld alwa,-s be a (IL'f'l11a> 
laltr f'ridl;r 1110111, Dale sa.111, •u e wu a dcl'ole d tun If, ne11.i 1t!!loeiillbr~" Marland stld. 
ing Ill City Hall run. He al"lJ'I IIJ.d the eoruiwtlty al. 1lle lor■8' N:ll◄llt?lo,'ld reo.J Mtate 
sla.ffera t ried Co bttirt,• a11d ln,urance aan ha d butn ln and OWi. 
absorb U,e $.IIOllt• He aurlbuted tli. COUl'M}illor'& lolWfl\1• ol hOlipllal line• a h""11 lllOdc at CilY 
ll• llt'!\'JS. b' in otnoe lO lh-o fud uw1 "h6 t1Jwu.71 llall 1l111rl: ltim Afwi) 22.. 

He 1-1 his rrr,t 1111th at111ct in 11175, 
whidi..., folo• •d b,yhfp,,,s,111\111)' U,a 
f Of«'d bim to miss t!u'l:!e MOOU~ oh,'Blt. 

He 113d elher hcaltlll &etha,ek:s Ol'Cr lhe 
y,ora, lnclllding a dtouLallan prot,1.,_ In 
hll lqi in l!ID4 llllll al,o l'Oliulrod IWl!Cfr 
~te urgin,i &o. a1iUl)" to reU1e. 

Mt:Kecl'ln~ would ne-tr ccm1lde1 the 
i0011. He told 71.e NnAJJ s.hortl,r after 
bri"I odmilled lo Credil Valle, IJ.opillll 
lhit apring that hi" h o:1 Cvet'7 inttnU-On 
o/ ta.iopaJiniQS Ibis fall a.nd waRtl c:pn. 
Jldcrin,e qultllt\lC 1mk-~ doct11rs -Of'dffild 
hl.• 1 to dos:>. 

'!be nun who W<•ld btt;Otne lu1own u 
•(M Mqur of M.al&o11• fJrst euie to lht 
poll01 ~111.-.c tu wort and bo11rd U!I 1161 
'l''hOII he 1018 ft l00f1q_k:er at lhe A. V. 
R .. Coml)al11 (laltr Douglu Ain,r,.n) 
pl:anL on Ai:riffl R1L 
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l Time won't forget 
Frank McKechnie 

' p,.&.- 1>''· n,,4.•1<\l\'.1-
Rob &inlem.a, ast.ojfplww.vmpli- ". 1 ,. ; 

ermutocc,isiimn!writerforThe ' r 
• MJssl~iauga New11 wrot• /Ms cofu,nn ROB 

alxmt fumk ,lfcKl!Cimie in 1984. 
With !lip, (14(11/;Qf l/,e IV<rnt 5 ccmncil· =m~~~ 

• fur la~fweek, we (!Wugflt re-n.m.ni,ig 
/116 piece would b• a.jft,fing ldbute. 

One .oold morning just aller 
Christmas, l turned inl,() McKechnie 
Court Ii> visit will) the namesake of 
lhal street, Ftank McKechnle, the councillor for Ward 5. My editor had sent me 
to soaJl a photo oi the "Mayor ofMallon", lhe man who hassuccessl\llly held onlo 

• his riding·longer u,an al1)' politician In Mississauga. The dawning of 1984 mad<s 
Ftank's 25th c~nsecuU1-e year In office, quite a milestone for any0ne in politics. 

Ftank n,e(.il,e at the door and ln,i ted me In. I asked If we could lake the 
shot at the p,J>d of U,e road, beneath the street sign beadng hL~ name. As he 
dressed to go outside, he said he wasn't sw·e whether he shouJd welll· tho new 
fur and l.eather coat his wife had bought him ror Christma.'I. 

«J really like H," h.e g11n11ed1 ~ut my son was over for Christmas and he said 
)t looked like something a pimp would wear." l rold Frank it was up to him. He 
th"ougl>) about II, tl1en gi~bbed his old shee11skl11 coat and a hat. 

As we 1vaiked .. down the slre<ll, we dJscussed the phorog,.aph to marl< his 25U> 
y.ear ln ·omce: Reaehlng jl1e signpost, h~ steppe4 lnl,O the snow, turned and 
fa~ed me, hiul'ms hanging at his sides. 

Some.of the glossier ppllLlelans are very phorograpblcaily a wan,, consciously 
striking fJO.'!<jS whenev,ir a camera is aimed anywhere near them. Others are 
like the ®I of us, they stiffen and don't know quite how t<> stand. Frank is one 
bf the latte(. He stood awkwardly rigid, unsu,-e or where to put his hands. I 
asked him to turn a bll,f l'OSS hls anns and relax. 

As l loQ~e~ thrQugh the viewfinder, I noticed lhe shadows or Fl'ank and the 
, $lgnpost)\\ool1g In the background, liked the paU.tn and shifted lo keep 1J1em 

In the plctu1ii. Thoo'e aren't the only shadows Frank McKechnie has had behind 
him over the yeais, when you think of I-he long list of cont.enders that have 
l.ded In vain I,() wrest ·po~tical office Crom his grasp. 

We looka rewshols, madeoomechanges In angle and l)CISlf,on and Frank l'elaxed 
enough for ni~ to get Ille picture I wanted. As we ,1ai1ed back up ct,e streel, we made 
some small taJJc about Malton, its changes and ,~pld gixl\\1h In me past rew ioears. 

. "How ol.d';i.r~.l,j!i?" );ie asked me. I 1,0ld him. He nodded. "I lb ought )'Ou were 
unijtl'.301 SQ yoo \V~,·~Jinly4 years old when I started." He thought al>out that 
for a second1 •1t sure·doesn't .1eem that long/' he added. 

1 ·thanke,d't,ip, for liist irne and we parted at my car. 
As I drove do1x.n the slreel and sl,Opped by the siJlnpost again, I l'emembered 

something I'd mentjoned to him. There were two street names on the signpost 
by lhe lnle,.,...twn. The one above McKechnie Court read 'J\1·ilight SL. in light 
of his' 26year.s otservke, those two names in the photo had struck me as quite 
a. 'coincideri<:e. Frank seemed somewhat surprised O\-er the connection I h.ad 
made. J3u}, as ~e shid, 26 years doesn't seem that long after it's passed. I don1t 
think M wn.sid~rs himself to be in the twilight of his career. 

I dl'O\'e out ot Ute street wondering if rna)•be in another 10 years some other 
photograptier ~ ullarrr.·o on a similar assignment, noUce the two signs, and 
make the same (:onnectiQn. Maybe it would fit bette1· then. But then again, by 

. that lime l!Jll)'be someone will have renamed the other road Prank SL 
Alllh.or's' note: I wrote th.is column -ln early '8♦. • 
Ancl FraM was rigltL He certaiml!J wasn't 111, the twilight of Ms career at 

tile time. Instead; he went on to seroe Ms ccnstUuenlsformoro than a,wther 
dozen-years. Ana while the legacy of his v.,yrrk, and dedicatfon tmry lii-e on as 
Mississat1.ga flW6lls its bowularinJ thi's growi1Jg busy city wut ,m'ss tile Jwme· 
sp,m clun·mandsm.all•lown geniaUt11 Qf C"'mcilwr Prank McKech!Itie. 



 
  

McKechnie 
on the mend 

ff A} 

~1~f.~M[i'1fll.lfl 
Mr.Keclu,ic is tea<ly to hit the cam­
paig,1 trail after &1cce.ssfuJ surgery 
on his leg. 

McKechnie, GS, c:ame home from 
a Toronto hospital Thtu-s<lay (oUow­

i ng elective 
surgery to 
improve the Cir• 
culatio1\ iu his 
left thigh. 

D oc t or s 
inse1ted a sl\'. to 
aighL4 inch long 
piece or plastic 
vein at that 
point to elimi • 

McKECHNIE nllleabloclcage. 
"Everything is 

A onn, » McKechnle told 1'ha News 
Friday afternoon Crom his home 
where he's rooo"ering. WJ'h~ dool.or 
said lhe other 1-eius aro\Uld It look 
healthy so I should be In •hnpe for 
running around to the doors this 
(all." " 

The ward 6 cou11elllor
1 

often 
referred to as t.he mayor or Malton, 
is the longest-serving munlclJlal 
politician stW In office in Ontario. 
Be was first elected Dec. 6, 1968 
and wlU celcb,~le 36 years in office· 
lot.er Lltls year if he Is re-elected 
Nov. 14. 

Sever,~ years ago !lcKechnJe hacl 
heart b,l'pass surgery but he quickly 
bounr.0(1 back to a ruu schedule of 
meeU11gs1 reprcsenUng ward 6 at 
eicy hall and oo Peel regional OOlU\· 
ell. • 

Tfl0 COlUlCiJJor expects (o ho back 
·,n tho Job next ~·oek. 11 , ,. 

11 
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. A fir§ct~.cLaJ~§N guy 
It's hard to imagine any politician more synonymous with a community than 

Frank McKechnie was with Malton. 
McKcchnie came to be known as "the Mayor of Malton," but he never forgot that 

he came to the police •lllage in 1951 as a tooltnaker for A.V. Roe Co. 
Although his colleagues jokingly chided McKcchnic for his Seotl.ish thriftiness in 

saving elecUon signs from campaign to campaign, that was symbolic of his common 
sense, down•to.<larth approach to evecything ho did. 

It's probably. what kept him in office for more than 38 years, There's not much 
doubt that If he had stayed in good health, McKechnie would have extended that 
ammg electoral record this Nov. • • 

While he inade many outstanding acquisitions for Mallon, he will be remembered 
most for his sunny personality. 

The councillor r.ould take umbrage with the best of them at the perwived iajus­
tfoes of the world, but he couldn't st,iy mad at anyone for long. The most vociferous 
of dcbat-es with colleagues were quickly forgotten in the back room. 

It was not just his political skills or his record of achievement that kept the vot• 
er,; of ward 6 returning McKechnie through 17 elections. It was also hili engaging 
personality. 

What we' ll remember most about t'rank McKechnle is that he was a kind, 
decent man who always had a big smile and a sincere interest in everyone he ever 
met . 


