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COMMENT

The tragic price
of progress
SEVENTY-TWO seconds after lift-off,

the Challenger spacecraft was a fire­
ball in the blue Florida sky.

As this happens before our very eyes we
are stunned and then appalled at the
human tragedy of the seven brave
astronauts and the even more
poignant fate of the plucky Christa
McAuliffe, the New Hampshire school­
teacher so suddenly consumed in that
inferno of flame.

The shock is all the greater because we
are so accustomed to the apparently
effortless ease with which the marvels
of space exploration are accom­
plished.

We too easily forget the terrifying
dangers which always attend these
dauntless explorers on mankind’s last
frontier.

It is also a tragic setback to the
American space programme for all the
•world to see. But that is the way of
this great democracy, to do what has
to be done for better or worse in a
blaze of publicity.

Our heart gees out to the relatives
friends and colleagues of those in­
trepid space voyagers. Yet we can be
sure they would not want their deaths
to paralyse the space programme. We
hope that the faults will soon be
found so as to allow those other
courageous men and women who fol­
low them to do so at less risk.
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