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SPACE SHUTTLE (STS-54/ENDEAVOUF..
STS-54 CREW INSIGNIA — The STS-54 crew patch, designed by the astronaut crewmembers,
depicts the American bald eagle soaring above Earth representing the Space Shuttle Endeavour
in service to the United States and the world. The eagle is clutching an eight-pointed star in
its talons and is placing this larger star among a constellation of four others. This represents
the placement of the fifth Tracking and Data Relay Satellite (TDRS-F) into orbit to join the four
already in service. The blackness of space — with stars conspicuously absent — represents the
crew’s other primary mission in carrying the Diffuse X-ray Spectrometer to conduct astronomical
observations of invisible X-ray sources within the Milky Way Galaxy. The depiction of Earth showing
North America is an expression of the crewmembers and NASA’s intention that the medical and
scientific experiments conducted onboard Endeavour be for the benefit of mankind. The clouds
and blue of Earth represent the crew’s part in NASA’s Mission to Planet Earth in conducting
Earth-observation photography during the 6-day mission. The 5-member astronaut crew will be
commanded by John H. Casper and piloted by Donald R. McMonagle. Mission Specialists are
Gregory J. Harbough, Susan J. Helms and Mario Runco, Jr.


